




FOREWORD

In1963,thelegislatureoftheStateofHawai‘ienactedAct73enablingthecountiesoftheState
ofHawai‘itoestablishchartercommissionstostudytheirexistinggovernmentsandto
recommendanddraftchartersupondeterminationthatacharterformofgovernmentwasfitand
desirable.  Accordingly, theCountyofHawai‘icreatedachartercommissionwhosestudyand
workbeganin1964.   

Theinitialcharter, whichbecameeffectiveonJanuary2, 1969, servedasthe “constitution” of
thegovernmentoftheCountyofHawai‘i, andprovidedthebasicframeworkforitsorganization
andoperation.  Italsoprovidedfortheorderlytransitiontothenewformofgovernmentandfor
amendmentsorrevisionsbyordinanceorpetitionandbymandatoryrevieweverytenyears. 

Thefirstmandatorycharterreviewwasconductedin1979ataspecialelectionheldon
November3, 1979.  Tenofthethirteenproposedcharteramendmentswereadoptedbythe
Hawai‘iCountyelectorate.  Thesecondmandatorycharterreviewwasconductedin1990.  The
chartercommissionproposedeighteencharteramendments.  Atthegeneralelectionon
November6, 1990, fifteenoftheeighteenproposedcharteramendmentswereadoptedby
Hawai‘iCountyvoters.  Thethirdmandatorycharterreview, conductedin2000, resultedin
sixteenproposedcharteramendments.  Votersadoptedallsixteenamendmentsduringthe
generalelectionheldonNovember7, 2000.  Themostrecentcharterreview,asconductedbythe
2010CharterCommission, resultedinnineteenproposedcharteramendments. OnNovember2,  
2010, theelectorateapprovedeighteenofthenineteenproposedcharteramendments.  

Thiseditionincorporatestheaboveseriesofamendmentsaswellasadditionalchangesproposed
bythecountycouncilandadoptedbyHawai‘iCountyvotersduringgeneralelectionsheld
duringtheinterimperiodsbetweencharterreviews, includingthetwoamendmentsthatwere
approvedbythevotersduringthe2018GeneralElection.  This2018editionofthecharter,  
therefore, replacesallpreviouseditionsandcontainsallthosecharterprovisionsineffectatthe
timeofitspublication. 
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PREAMBLE

WE, THEPEOPLEOFTHECOUNTYOFHAWAI‘I,intheStateofHawai‘i, 

withduerespectforandinsupportofthelawsoftheland, doadoptthis

CHARTEROFTHECOUNTYOFHAWAI‘I

STATEOFHAWAI‘I
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ARTICLEI
INCORPORATIONANDGEOGRAPHICALLIMITS

Section1-1. Incorporation. 
ThepeopleofthecountyofHawai‘ishallbeandcontinueasabodypoliticandcorporate

bythenameof “CountyofHawai‘i,” hereinafterinthischartercalled “county.”  Bythatnameit
shallhaveperpetualsuccession. 
2010, Prop. 7, sec. 2.) 

Section1-2. GeographicalLimits. 
TheislandofHawai‘iandallotherislandswithintheshoresthereofandthewaters

adjacenttheretoshallbethecountyofHawai‘i. 
2010, Prop. 7, sec. 2.) 

ARTICLEII
POWERSOFTHECOUNTY

Section2-1. PowersoftheCounty. 
ThecountyshallhaveallpowerspossibleundertheconstitutionandlawsoftheStateof

Hawai‘i, includingallpowersnoworhereaftergivenbysuchconstitutionorlaws, andallother
powersnotprohibitedbysuchconstitutionorbythischarter.  Thecountyshallhavesuchpowers
asfullyandcompletelyasthoughspecificallyenumeratedinthischarter, andnoenumerationof
powersinthischartershallbedeemedexclusiveorrestrictive. 
2010, Prop. 7, sec. 3.) 

Section2-2. ExerciseofPowers. 
Allpowersofthecountyshallbecarriedintoexecutionasprovidedbythischarteror, if

thechartermakesnoprovision, byordinanceorresolutionofthecountycouncil. 

ARTICLEIII
LEGISLATIVEBRANCH

COUNTYCOUNCIL

Section3-1. PowersandFunctions. 
Thelegislativepowersofthecountyshallbevestedinthecountycouncil.  Itsprimary

functionshallbelegislationandpublicpolicyformulation, asdistinctandseparatefromthe
executiveadministrationofcountygovernment. 

Section3-2. CompositionandTerms. 
Thereshallbeacountycouncilcomposedofninemembers.  Onemembershallbe

electedfromeachofninedistricts.  Thetermsofthecouncilmembersshallbetwoyearsand
shallbeginattwelveo’clockmeridianonthefirstMondayofDecemberaftertheirelection.  The
termsofthecouncilmembersshallnotexceedfourconsecutivetwoyearterms.  Candidatesshall
beelectedinaccordancewiththeelectionlawsofthestate, insofarasapplicable. 
1990, Prop. 1, sec. 1; 1996, Ord. No. 95-20, sec. 2; 2000, Prop. 1, sec. 2.) 
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Section3-3. Qualifications. 
ApersonmustbeacitizenoftheUnitedStatesofAmericaandhavebeenaduly

qualifiedelectorofthecountyforatleastoneyearimmediatelyprecedingelectionor
appointmenttothecountycouncil.  Apersonmustalsohavebeenaresidentandregisteredvoter
ofthedistrictfromwhichthepersonistobeelectedorappointedforatleastninety (90)days
immediatelyprecedingtheprimaryelectionortheappointment. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 1, sec. 2.) 

Section3-4. VacancyinOffice. 
Whenanyvacancyoccursinthecountycouncil, theremainingmembersofthecouncil

shallappointasasuccessorapersonwiththerequisitequalificationstofillthevacancy.  Within
thirtydaysaftertheoccurrenceofanyvacancy, thecouncilchairpersonshallnotifyallremaining
membersofthecouncilbyregisteredmailthatonaspecifiedregularmeetingdate,formalaction
shallbetakentofillthevacancy.  Shouldthecouncilfailtofillanyvacancywithinsixtydays
afteritsoccurrence, thechairpersonofthecouncilshallappointasuccessortofillthevacancy
fortheunexpiredterm.  Thepersonappointedshallserveuntilasuccessorisdulyelectedand
seated. 
1974, Ord. No. 74-59, sec. 2; 1990, Prop. 7, sec. 1andProp. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 1, sec. 3.) 

Section3-5. RemovalofCouncilMembers. 
Anycouncilmembermayberemovedbyimpeachmentorrecallproceedingsasprovided

bythischarter. 
1979, Prop. 9; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section3-6. OrganizationoftheCouncil; Officers; Employees. 
a) Thecouncilshallelectfromamongitsmembersachairpersonandavicechairperson, 

eachofwhomshallserveatitspleasure.  Untilsuchtimeasthechairpersonandpresiding
officershallbeelected, themayorshallpresideatsuchmeeting, providedthatthemayor
shallnothaveavote.  Thechairpersonshallpresideatcouncilmeetings.Ifatany
meetingthechairpersonisnotpresentorunabletoact, thevicechairpersonshall then
preside.Intheabsenceofthechairpersonandvicechairperson, thecouncilshallelect
fromamongitsmembersatemporarypresidingofficer. 

b) Thecouncilshallappointthecountyclerkwhichpositionshallbeexemptfromcivil
servicelawsandclassifications.  Thecountyclerkshallserveforaperiodoffouryears,  
andthereafter, untilasuccessorisappointed.  Thecouncil, byatwo-thirdsvoteofits
membership, mayremovethecountyclerkfromofficeatanytime. Thecountyclerk
shall: 
1) Betheclerkofthecouncil. 
2) Becustodianofthecountyseal. 
3) Conductallelectionsheldwithinthecounty. 
4) Appointthedeputycountyclerk, withtheapprovalofthecouncil, andsuch

positionshallbeexemptfromcivilservicelawsandclassifications. 
5) Performsuchotherfunctionsasthecouncilmayprescribe. 
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6) Appointnecessarystaffforwhichappropriationshavebeenmadebythecouncil,  
subjecttocivilservicelawsandclassifications, andexercisethesamepowerwith
respecttothepersonneloftheclerk’sofficeasthedepartmentheadsinthe
executivebranch, withtheexceptionoftheofficeofthelegislativeauditor. 

1974, Ord. No. 59, sec. 3; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2008, Ord. No. 08-81, sec. 2; 2014, Ord. No. 14-98,  
sec. 1.) 

Section3-7. Meetings; RulesandJournal; VotingandQuorum. 
Thecountycouncilshallmeetregularlyatleasttwiceineverymonthatsuchtimesand

placesasshallbeestablishedbyruleofthecouncil, andmeetatleastquarterlyinthejudicial
districtofNorthKonaorSouthKona.  Thecouncilshalldetermineitsrulesandorderofbusiness
andshallprovideforkeepingajournalofitsproceedings, whichshallbeapublicrecord, in
whichtheayesandnoesshallbeenteredasrequiredbythischarteroratanyothertimeuponthe
demandofanymember.  Theaffirmativevoteofamajorityoftheentiremembershipshallbe
necessaryforcouncilaction.  Amajorityoftheentiremembershipofthecouncilshallconstitute
aquorum, butasmallernumbermayadjournfromtimetotimeandmaycompeltheattendance
ofabsentmembers.Whenevertheterm “entiremembership” appearsinthischarterpertainingto
councilvoting, itmeanstheentiremembershipofninemembers, eveniftherearevacancies. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 13, sec. 3; 2000, Prop. 13, sec. 1.) 

Section3-8. ActionsoftheCouncil. 
Everylegislativeactofthecouncilshallbebyordinance.  Non-legislativeactsofthe

councilmaybebyresolutionand, exceptasotherwiseprovidedbylaw, noresolutionshallhave
theforceandeffectoflaw.  Everyordinanceshallbeintroducedinwritingandintheform
requiredforfinaladoption.  Theenactingclauseofeveryordinanceshallbe “BEITORDAINED
BYTHECOUNCILOFTHECOUNTYOFHAWAI‘I” andtheenactingclauseofevery
resolutionshallbe “BEITRESOLVEDBYTHECOUNCILOFTHECOUNTYOF
HAWAI‘I.” 
2010, Prop. 7, sec. 4.) 

Section3-9. Resolutions. 
Readingofresolutionsmaybebytitleonly.  Afullreadingmayberequiredbyaone- 

thirdvoteoftheentiremembership. 

Section3-10. Ordinances. 
a) Ordinancesshallbeinitiatedasbillswhichshallbepassedonlyaftertworeadingson

separatedays.  Readingofbillsmaybebytitleonly.  Fullreadingsandpublichearings
mayberequiredbyaone-thirdvoteoftheentiremembership. 

b) Everyordinanceofthecouncilshallembracebutonesubject, whichsubjectshallbe
expressedinitstitle.  Ifanordinanceembracesasubjectnotexpressedinitstitle, only
thatsubjectshallbevoid. 

c) Billsembracing: 
1) Thefixingofspecialassessmentsforthecostofimprovements; 
2) Theappropriationofpublicfundsorauthorizationoftheissuanceofgeneral

obligationbonds;or
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3) Theimpositionofadutyorpenaltyonanyperson, shallpassfirstreadingbya
votetakenbyayesandnoes, anddigestsofsuchbillsshallbeadvertisedoncein
atleasttwodailynewspapersofgeneralcirculationinthecountyandshallalsobe
distributedviaanelectronicmedium, suchastheInternet, withayesandnoes, at
leastthreedaysbeforefinalreadingbythecouncil.  Notlessthanthreecopiesof
suchbillsshallbefiledforuseandexaminationbythepublicintheofficeofthe
countyclerkatleastthreedayspriortothefinalreadingthereof. 

d) Abillshallnotbeamendedtochangeitsoriginalpurpose.  Anamendedbillshall, upona
one-thirdvoteoftheentiremembership, belaidoverforatleastoneweekbeforefinal
reading. 

e) Amotiontoreconsidermadeatthetimeanybillfailstopassfinalreadingshallnotbe
voteduponuntilaftertwenty-fourhours. 

f) Ordinancesshallbecomeeffectiveuponapprovalbythemayororatsuchlaterdateas
maybespecifiedtherein. 

g) Abillmayincorporatethereinanystandardtechnicalcodeorportionsthereofby
reference.  Thecode, orportions, neednotbepublishedinthemannerrequiredfor
ordinances, butnotlessthanthreecopiesthereofshallbefiledforuseandexamination
bythepublicintheofficeofthecountyclerk, andnoticeoftheavailabilityofsaidcopies
shallbepublishedbytheclerk. 

h) Afterenactment, ordinancesshallbepublishedonceinatleasttwodailynewspapersof
generalcirculationinthecountyandshallalsobedistributedviaanelectronicmedium,  
suchastheInternet.  Suchpublicationshallbebytitleonlyandshallspecifytheayesand
noes. 

1990, Prop. 10, secs.1and2; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 5andProp. 19, secs. 1and2.) 

Section3-11. EmergencyOrdinances. 
Thecountycouncilmayadoptemergencyordinancestomeetpublicemergencies

affectinglife, healthorproperty.  Suchordinancesmaynotbeusedtolevytaxes, authorizethe
borrowingofmoneyortogrant, reneworextendfranchises.  Emergencyappropriationsmaybe
madepursuanttoSection10-8. 

Emergencyordinancesshallbeplainlydesignatedassuchandshallcontainadeclaration
describingtheemergencyinclearandspecificterms.  Anyemergencyordinancemaybe
consideredandadoptedafteronereading, withorwithoutamendment, orberejectedatthe
meetingatwhichthesameisintroduced.  Theaffirmativevoteofallcouncilmemberspresentor
bytwo-thirdsoftheentiremembershipshallbenecessaryforadoptionofsuchordinances.   
Emergencyordinancesshallbepublishedinthesamemannerprescribedforotheradopted
ordinancesandshallbecomeeffectiveuponapprovalbythemayororatsuchlatertime,  
precedingautomaticrepeal, asthesamemayspecify. 

Amendmentstoanyemergencyordinanceshallbeadoptedinthesamemanner
prescribedforadoptionofemergencyordinances. 

Everyemergencyordinance, includinganyamendmentsmadeafteradoption, shall
automaticallystandrepealedasofthesixty-firstdayfollowingthedateofadoptionofthe
originalordinance. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 
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Section3-12. SubmissionofBillstotheMayor. 
Everybilladoptedbythecouncilshallbedulyauthenticatedbytheclerkandthe

presidingofficerandthereuponpresentedtothemayorforapproval.  Suchbillshallbecome
effectiveasanordinanceuponitsapprovalorsuchlaterdateasspecifiedtherein.  Ifthemayor
disapprovesabill, themayorshallreturnthebilltogetherwithanyobjectionsinwritingtothe
clerkwithintendays (excludingSaturdays, Sundays, andlegalholidays) afterreceipt.  Ifthe
mayordoesnotactwithinsuchten-dayperiod, thebillshallbecomeeffectiveasanordinanceas
ifthemayorhadapprovedit.  Theobjectionsofthemayorshallbeenteredinthejournalofthe
councilandthecouncilmay, afterfiveandwithinthirtydaysafterthebillhasbeensoreturned,  
reconsiderthevoteuponthebill.  Ifthebill, uponsuchreconsideration, isagainpassedbythe
affirmativevoteoftwo-thirdsoftheentiremembershipthepresidingofficershallverifythatfact
onthefaceofthebillandsuchbillshallbecomeeffectiveasanordinancewithlikeeffectasif
approvedbythemayor.  Abillfailingtopassuponsuchreconsiderationshallbedeemedlost. 

Ifanyappropriationbillispresentedtothemayor,themayormayvetoanyitemor
portionthereofbystrikingoutorreducingthesame.  Themayorshallappendanyobjectionsand
thereasonstherefortothebillatthetimeofsigning, andtheitemorportionthereofsovetoed
shallnottakeeffectunlessthecouncilshallreconsiderthevoteonthebilland, uponsuch
reconsideration, thebillisagainpassedbytheaffirmativevoteoftwo-thirdsoftheentire
membership. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1) 

Section3-13. AdoptionofPayPlan. 
Allpersonsemployedbythecountyoranyofitsboardsorcommissions, whetheras

officersorotherwise, exceptthosewhosepayisotherwiseprovidedforshallbepaidin
accordancewithapayplanenactedbyordinance.  Thepayplanforpersonsholdingpositionsin
theposition-classificationplanshallbeinaccordancewithSection7-1.5ofthischarter.  Interim
amendmentstotheordinanceestablishingthepayplanforthecountymaybebyresolutionofthe
councilprovidedarevisedsalaryordinanceisenactedatleastonceannually. 

Section3-14. CountyCode. 
Thereshallbeacountycodecontainingallcountyordinances, asmaybeamendedfrom

timetotime, andcopiesthereofshallbeavailableforinspectionattheofficeofthecountyclerk. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 

Section3-15. GeneralPlan. 
Thecountycouncilshalladoptbyordinanceageneralplanwhichshallsetforththe

council’slongrangepolicyforthecomprehensivephysical, economic, environmental, andsocio- 
culturalwellbeingofthecounty. 

a) Thegeneralplanshallcontainastatementofdevelopmentobjectives, standards
andprincipleswithrespecttothemostdesirableuseoflandwithinthecountyfor
residential, recreational, agricultural, commercial, industrialandotherpurposes
whichshallbeconsistentwithproperconservationofnaturalresourcesandthe
preservationofournaturalbeautyandhistoricalsites; themostdesirabledensity
ofpopulationintheseveralpartsofthecounty; asystemofprincipal
thoroughfares, highways, streets, publicaccesstotheshorelines, andotheropen
spaces; thegenerallocations, relocationsandimprovementofpublicbuildings,  
thegenerallocationandextentofpublicutilitiesandterminals, whetherpublicly

6



orprivatelyowned, forwater, sewers, light, power, transit, andotherpurposes;  
theextentandlocationofpublichousingprojects; adequatedrainagefacilitiesand
control; airpollution; andsuchothermatterasmay, inthecouncil’sjudgment,  
promotethegeneralwelfare, health, andprosperityofitspeople. 

b) Thecouncilshallenactzoning, subdivision, andsuchotherordinanceswhich
shallcontainthenecessaryprovisionstocarryoutthepurposeofthegeneralplan. 

c) Nopublicimprovementorproject, orsubdivisionorzoningordinance, shallbe
initiatedoradoptedunlessthesameconformstoandimplementsthegeneralplan.   

d) Amendmentstothegeneralplanmaybeinitiatedbythecouncilortheplanning
director. 

1979, Prop. 3; 2016, Ord. No. 16-62, sec. 1.) 

Section3-16. MandatoryProgramReview. 
Atleastonceeveryfouryears, thecouncilshallcriticallyrevieweveryprogram

supportedwhollyorpartiallybycountyfunds, andunlessthecouncilshallfavorablyauthorize
itscontinuationatcurrentormodifiedlevels, theprogramshallbeterminated.  Thecouncilshall
adoptproceduresanddetailstoimplementthissection. 
1979, Prop. 4.) 

Section3-17. CountyRedistrictingCommission. 
a) Thereshallbeacountyredistrictingcommissionwhichshallestablishtheboundariesof

thecouncildistricts. 
b) Theinitialredistrictingcommissionshallconsistofsevenmembers, twoofwhomshall

beresidentsofthecombinedjudicialdistrictsofNorthandSouthHilo, onefromthe
judicialdistrictofPuna, onefromthejudicialdistrictof , onefromthecombined
judicialdistrictsofNorthandSouthKona, onefromthecombinedjudicialdistrictsof
NorthandSouthKohala, andonefromthejudicialdistrictofHmkua.  Themembers
shallbeappointedbythemayorandconfirmedbythecouncilinthemannerprescribedin
Section13-4. 

c) Eachsubsequentredistrictingcommissionshallconsistofninemembers.  Onemember
shallbearesidentofeachcouncildistrictasestablishedbythepreviousredistricting
commission.  Themembersshallbeappointedbythemayorandconfirmedbythe
councilinthemannerprescribedinSection13-4. 

d) Theyear1991andeverytenthyearthereaftershallberedistrictingyears.  The
redistrictingcommissionshallbeappointedandconfirmedbyJuly1oftheyear
immediatelyprecedingtheredistrictingyear, andshallfilearedistrictingplanwiththe
countyclerkbyDecember31oftheredistrictingyear.  Areportshallbefiledwiththe
redistrictingplanprovidinganexplanationofthecommission’sreasoningfortheplan
andhowtheplancomplieswiththecriteriaprovidedinsubsection (g).  Theredistricting
commissionshallbedissolvedafterthefilingoftheredistrictingplan. 

e) Priortocompletingadraftoftheredistrictingplan, thecommissionshallholdatleastone
publichearingineachoftheninecouncildistricts.  Uponcompletionofadraft
redistrictingplan, thecommissionshallholdatleastonepublichearingineastHawai‘i
andoneinwestHawai‘i. 

f) Thecountyclerkshallfurnishallnecessarytechnicalandsecretarialservicesforthe
redistrictingcommission.  Thecouncilshallappropriatenecessaryfundstoenablethe
commissiontocarryoutitsduties. 
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g) Theredistrictingcommissionshalladheretothefollowingcriteriainestablishingthe
boundariesofthecouncildistricts: 
1) Nodistrictshallbedrawntoundulyfavororpenalizeapersonorpoliticalfaction; 
2) Insofaraspossible, districtsshouldbecontiguousandcompact; 
3) Districtlinesshall, wherepossible, followpermanentandeasilyrecognizable

features; 
4) Districtsshallhaveapproximatelyequalresidentpopulationsasrequiredby

applicableconstitutionalprovisions. 
h) Thedistrictboundariesasestablishedbytheredistrictingcommissionshallbeineffectat

thefirstregularlyscheduledcouncilelectionfollowingthefilingoftheplanandforany
subsequentcouncilelection.  Thedistrictboundariesineffectpriortothefilingofthe
redistrictingplanshallremainineffectduringthedurationofthetermofall
councilmemberselectedorappointedtorepresentsuchdistrictsuntiltheexpirationofthe
fulltermofsuchcouncilmembers, includinganyelectionheldtofillanunexpiredterm
underSection3-5. 

i) Nomemberoftheredistrictingcommissionshallbeeligibletobecomeacandidatefor
electiontotheCountyCouncilinthefirstelectionunderanysuchredistrictingplan. 

1990, Prop. 1, sec. 3; 2010, Prop. 5, sec. 1andProp. 7, sec. 6; 2012, Ord. No. 12-70, sec. 2.) 

Section3-18. OfficeoftheLegislativeAuditor. 
a) Thereisestablishedwithinthelegislativebranchanindependentofficeofthelegislative

auditortobeheadedbyalegislativeauditorwhoshallbeappointedbythecountycouncil
andshallserveforaperiodofsixyears, andthereafter, untilasuccessorisappointed.   
Thecouncil, byatwo-thirdsvoteofitsmembership, mayremovethelegislativeauditor
fromofficeatanytimeforcause. 

b) Thelegislativeauditorshallpossessadequateprofessionalproficiencyfortheoffice
demonstratedbyrelevantcertification, suchascertificationasacertifiedinternalauditor
orcertifiedpublicaccountantoranadvanceddegreeinarelevantfield, andatleastthree
yearsofgeneralauditingexperiencewhichshallincludeaminimumofoneyear’s
experienceinthefieldofgovernmentauditing.  Acertifiedinternalauditororcertified
publicaccountantshallbepreferred.  Allfinancialauditsshallbeconductedbyacertified
publicaccountant. 

c) Thelegislativeauditorshallsubmitanannualbudgettothecountycouncil.  The
legislativeauditoronbehalfofthecountycouncilshallhirethenecessarystaffforwhich
appropriationshavebeenmadebythecountycouncil. 

d) Thelegislativeauditorshallconductorcausetobeconducted: 
1) Theannualfinancialauditofthecounty, asrequiredinArticleX, Financial

Procedures, Section10-13, Post-audit.  
2) Performanceand/orfinancialauditsofthefunds, programs, services, and

operationsofanycountyagency, executiveagency, orprogram, assetforthbythe
legislativeauditorinanannualauditplanthatshallbetransmittedtothecounty
councilandthemayorandfiledwiththecountyclerkasapublicrecord. 

3) Follow-upauditsandmonitoringofresponsestoauditrecommendationsby
auditedentities. 
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e) Forpurposesofthissection, “countyagency” or “executiveagency” includesanyoffice,  
department, board, commission, agency, semi-autonomousagency, orother
governmentalunitofthecountyintheexecutiveorlegislativebranchthatissupported, in
wholeorinpart, bycountyfunds. 

f) Forpurposesofcarryingoutanyaudit, thelegislativeauditorshallhave: 
1) Full, free, andunrestrictedaccesstoanycountyofficeroremployee. 
2) Full, free, andunrestrictedaccesstoandauthoritytoexamineandinspectany

recordofanycountyagency, executiveagency, orprogramexceptforanyrecord
protectedfromdisclosurebylaw, ruleorprivilege. 

3) Full, free, andunrestrictedaccesstoandauthoritytoexamineandinspectany
property, facility, orequipmentofanycountyagency, executiveagency, or
programpertinenttotheauditortoacontract.  

4) Full, free, andunrestrictedaccesstoandauthoritytoadministeroathsand
subpoenawitnessesandcompeltheproductionofrecordspertinentthereto.  If
anypersonsubpoenaedasawitnessorcompelledtoproducerecordsshallfailor
refusetorespondthereto, thepropercourt, uponrequestoftheauditor, shallhave
thepowertocompelobediencetoanyprocessoftheauditorandtopunish, asa
contemptofthecourt, anyrefusaltocomplytherewithwithoutgoodcause.  The
auditormayretainspecialcounsel, inthemannerauthorizedbythecouncil, to
representtheauditorinimplementingthesepowers. 

g) Thelegislativeauditorshallconductorcausetobeconductedallauditsinaccordance
withgovernmentauditingstandards, andshallsetforthfinalauditfindingsand
recommendationsinwrittenreports, copiesofwhichshallbetransmittedtothecounty
councilandthemayorandfiledwiththecountyclerkaspublicrecords. 

2008, Ord. No. 08-81, sec. 3;2010, Prop. 7, sec. 7.) 

ARTICLEIV
EXECUTIVEBRANCH

GENERALPROVISIONS

Section4-1. ExecutivePowers. 
Theexecutivepowersofthecountyshallbevestedinandexercisedbytheexecutive

branch, whichshallbeheadedbythemayor, andadministeredbythemanagingdirector, except
asotherwiseprovidedbythischarter. 
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 3.) 

Section4-2. Organization. 
Theactivitiesunderthedirectionandsupervisionofthemayorshallbedistributedamong

suchagenciesestablishedbythischarterorasmaybeestablishedbyordinanceofthecounty
council.  Newfunctionsmaybeassignedbythemayortoexistingagencies. 

Section4-3. AppointmentbyMayor. 
Eachagencyshallbeadministeredbyanofficerappointedbythemayor, exceptas

otherwiseprovidedbythischarter.   
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Section4-4. AdvisoryCommissions. 
Themayormayappointadvisorycommissions.  Membersofsuchadvisorycommissions

shallserveforaperiodoftimenottoexceed, orexistbeyond, thetermofofficeofthemayor,  
exceptasotherwiseprovidedbythischarter.  Themembersofadvisorycommissionsshallnot
receivecompensation; howevertheirauthorizedexpensesshallbepaidfromfundsoftheagency
affectedbythecommission.  Advisorycommissionsshallhavenoemployees, butthemayor
shallcausetheemployeesoftheagencyconcernedtofurnishsuchservicesasmaybeneededby
thecommissions.   

Section4-5. PowersandDutiesofAgencyHeads. 
Subjecttotheprovisionsofthischarter, theadministrativeheadsofeachagencyor

executiveagencyofthecountyshallhavethepowerto: 
a) Appointandremoveadeputyorassistantandaprivatesecretaryandsuch

positionsshallbeexemptfromcivilservicelawsandclassifications.  Nosuch
appointmentshallbemadeunlessthepositionshavebeencreatedand
appropriationsthereforhavebeenmadebythecouncil. 

b) Appointnecessarystaffforwhichappropriationshavebeenmadebythecouncil. 
c) Takeallpersonnelactionsincludingtheassignmentorreassignmentofdutiesto

employeeswithinthesalaryordinance; provided, thatifsuchassignmentor
reassignmentofdutiesshallaffectthecompensationoftheemployees, written
approvalmustfirstbeobtainedfromthemayorandareportthereonmustbe
submittedtothecouncilwithinthirtydays. 

d) Supervisetheperformanceofdutiesbyallemployees. 
e) Exceptasotherwiseprovidedbythischarterandsubjecttotheapprovalofthe

mayor, prescribesuchrulesasarenecessaryfortheorganizationandinternal
administrationoftheagency. 

f) Performsuchdutiesasareprescribedbythischarterandsuchotherdutiesasmay
beassignedbythemayorandmanagingdirector. 

2000, Prop. 2, sec. 4; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 8.) 

ARTICLEV
EXECUTIVEBRANCH

THEMAYORANDSTAFFAGENCIES

CHAPTER1
MAYOR

Section5-1.1.ElectionandTermofOffice. 
Themayorshallbeelectedforatermoffouryearswhichtermshallcommenceattwelve

o’clockmeridianonthefirstMondayofDecemberfollowingtheelection. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 
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Section5-1.2.Qualifications. 
AnycitizenoftheUnitedStatesofAmericawhohasbeenadulyqualifiedelectorofthe

countyforatleastoneyearimmediatelyprecedingtheelectionasmayorshallbeeligibleforthe
officeofmayor.  Themayormayserveformorethantwotermsofofficebutshallnotservefor
morethantwoconsecutivefulltermsofoffice. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section5-1.3. Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Themayorshallbethechiefexecutiveofficerofthecountyvestedwithalltheexecutive

powersofthecounty, exceptasotherwiseprovidedbythischarter. Themayorshallhavethe
powerto: 

a) Throughthemanagingdirectorsuperviseandcoordinateallexecutiveagenciesof
thecounty, exceptasotherwiseprovidedbythischarter. 

b) Appointnecessarystaffforwhichappropriationshavebeenmadebythecouncil.   
Allpositionsinthemayor’sofficeshallbeexemptfromcivilservicelawsand
classifications. 

c) Createpositions, includingpositionofdeputyorassistanttoeachheadofan
agencywheresuchpositionhasnotbeencreatedbythischarter, forwhich
appropriationshavebeenmadebythecouncilandabolishpositionswiththe
consentofthecouncil. 

d) Maketransfersofpositionsbetweenagenciesorbetweensubdivisionsofagencies
subjecttoapplicablecivilserviceregulations. 

e) Recommendtothecouncilapayplanforallofficersandemployeesofthecounty
oranyofitsboardsandcommissions, exceptthosewhosepayisotherwise
providedfor; providedthatthesalaryofanyofficeroremployeewhoisexempt
fromthecivilservicelawsshallbesubjecttoapprovalbythecouncilandthe
mayor. 

f) Submitanoperatingbudget, anoperatingprogram, acapitalbudgetandacapital
programannuallytothecouncil. 

1990, Prop. 14,sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 5.) 

Section5-1.4. VacancyinOffice. 
Avacancyintheofficeofmayorshallbefilledbythemanagingdirector, oriftheoffice

ofmanagingdirectorisvacant, orduringsuchperiodsasthemanagingdirectorisunabletoso
act, bythefinancedirectoruntilasuccessorisdulyelectedandseated. 

Ifthevacancyoccursafterthefilingdeadlineforthenextregularlyscheduledprimary
election, themanagingdirectorshallservetheentireunexpiredterm. 

Ifthevacancyoccursbeforethefilingdeadlineforthenextregularlyscheduledprimary
electioninthemiddleofthemayoralterm, thecouncilshall, throughitsclerk, immediatelyissue
anelectionproclamation, announcingthatasuccessorwillbeelectedasprescribedin
Section13-27.Theproclamationshallalsoannouncethedateforthecloseoffilingof
nominationpapersfortheoffice, whichshallbetendaysaftertheissuanceoftheelection
proclamation, orthefilingdeadlinefortheprimaryelection, whichevercomeslater.  The
electionshallbeheldinaccordancewiththeelectionlawsofthestateinsofarasotherwise
applicable. 
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Thepersonelectedasthesuccessorshallserveouttheunexpiredtermoftheperson
succeededcommencingattwelveo’clockmeridianonthefirstMondayofDecemberfollowing
theelection. 
1974, Ord. No. 59, sec. 4; 1990, Prop. 7, sec. 2andProp. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 1, sec. 4;2010, Prop. 7,  

sec. 9.) 

Section5-1.5. TemporaryAbsenceorDisability. 
Duringthetemporaryabsenceordisabilityofthemayor, themanagingdirectorshallact

asmayor.  Iftheofficeofmanagingdirectorisvacant, orduringsuchperiodsasthemanaging
directorisunabletosoact, thedirectoroffinanceshallthenactasmayor. 

Section5-1.6. RemovalofMayor. 
Themayormayberemovedbyimpeachmentorrecallproceedingsasprovidedbythis

charter. 
1979, Prop. 9.) 

CHAPTER2
COSTOFGOVERNMENTCOMMISSION

Section5-2.1.DeclarationofPolicy. 
Itisdeclaredtobethepolicyofthecountytopromoteeconomy, efficiencyandimproved

serviceinthetransactionofthepublicbusinessinthelegislativeandexecutivebranchesofthe
countyby: 

a) Limitingexpenditurestothelowestamountconsistentwiththeefficient
performanceofessentialservices, activities,andfunctions. 

b) Eliminatingduplicationandoverlappingofservices, activities,andfunctions. 
c) Consolidatingservices, activities,andfunctionsofasimilarnature. 
d) Abolishingservices, activities, andfunctionsnotnecessarytotheefficient

conductofgovernment. 
2000, Prop. 11, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 10andProp. 9, sec. 3.) 

Section5-2.2.CostofGovernmentCommission. 
Forthepurposeofcarryingoutthepolicysetforthhereinthemayorwiththeapprovalof

thecouncilshallappointacostofgovernmentcommissionconsistingofninemembers.  One
membershallbearesidentofeachcouncildistrict.  Themanagingdirectorshallbeanex-officio
memberofthecommission.  Theofficeofthemayorshallprovideadministrativeandclerical
servicestothecommission. 

Eachcommissionshall: 
a) Prepareandsubmittothemayorarequestforanappropriationfortheoperation

ofthecommission. 
b) Studyandinvestigatetheorganizationsandmethodsofoperationsofall

departments, commissions, boards, officesandotherinstrumentalitiesofall
branchesofthecountygovernmentanddeterminewhatchanges, ifany, maybe
desirabletoaccomplishthepolicysetforthherein. 
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c) Beauthorizedtosecuredirectlyfromanydepartment, commission, board, office
oranyotherinstrumentalitiesofallbranchesofthecountygovernmentorfrom
anyindividualofficeroremployeeofthecounty, information, suggestions,  
estimates,andstatisticsnecessarytocarryoutitsduties. 

d) Submitareportofitsfindingsandrecommendationstothemayor, managing
directorandcouncilnotlaterthanelevenmonthsafteritsappointment. 

2000, Prop. 11, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 11andProp. 9, sec. 3.) 

Section5-2.3. TermofCommission. 
Thecommissionmembersshallbeappointedtotermsstartingoneyearafterthe

beginningofthetermofthemayor, andlastingelevenmonths. 
2000, Prop. 11, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 9, sec. 3.) 

ARTICLEVI
EXECUTIVEBRANCH

THEMANAGINGDIRECTORANDAGENCIES
UNDERTHEMANAGINGDIRECTOR

CHAPTER1
OFFICEOFMANAGEMENT

Section6-1.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeanofficeofmanagementconsistingofthemanagingdirectorandthe

necessarystaff. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 2.) 

Section6-1.2.ManagingDirector. 
Themanagingdirectorshallbeappointedbythemayor, confirmedbythecounciland

mayberemovedbythemayor.  Themanagingdirectorshallhavehadfiveyearsofexperiencein
anadministrativecapacity, andshallpossessdemonstrableeducationand/orprofessional
experienceasrequiredoftheoffice. 
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 2andProp. 7, sec. 6.) 

Section6-1.3.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Themanagingdirectorshall: 
a) Actastheprincipalmanagementaidetothemayor. 
b) Supervisetheadministrativefunctioningofallagencies, departments, boards, and

commissions. 
c) Recommendtothemayortheannualoperatingandcapitalimprovementbudgets. 
d) Evaluatethemanagementandperformanceofeachexecutiveagency, andmake

reportstothemayorandthecouncilonthefindingsandrecommendationsofsuch
evaluation.  Areportshallbemadetotheresponsiblecommissionwheneveran
evaluationisperformedonadepartmentoragencyunderacommission. 

e) Prescribestandardsofadministrativepracticetobefollowedbyallagenciesunder
themanagingdirector’ssupervision. 
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f) Attendmeetingsofthecouncilorofanyboardorcommittee, whenrequestedby
themayor. 

g) Attendmeetingsofthecouncilanditscommitteesuponrequestandmake
availablesuchinformationastheymayrequire. 

h) Performallotherdutiesasrequiredbythischarterorassignedbythemayor. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 2.) 

CHAPTER2
DEPARTMENTOFPUBLICWORKS

Section6-2.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeadepartmentofpublicworksconsistingofadirectorandthenecessary

staff. 
2000, Prop. 7, sec. 7.) 

Section6-2.2.Director. 
Thedirectorofpublicworksshallbeappointedbythemayor, confirmedbythecouncil

andmayberemovedbythemayor.  Thedirectorshallbearegisteredprofessionalengineer.The
directorshallhavehadaminimumoffiveyearsofexperienceinanadministrativecapacity. 
1979, Prop. 12; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 7, sec. 8; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 12.) 

Section6-2.3.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thepowers, dutiesandfunctionsofthedepartmentofpublicworksshallbeprescribed

byordinanceandshallbeexercisedandperformedbythedepartment. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 

CHAPTER3
DEPARTMENTOFPARKSANDRECREATION

Section6-3.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeadepartmentofparksandrecreationconsistingofaparksandrecreation

directorandthenecessarystaff. 

Section6-3.2.Director. 
Theparksandrecreationdirectorshallbeappointedbythemayor, confirmedbythe

council,andmayberemovedbythemayor.Thedirectorshallhavehadaminimumoffive
yearsofexperienceinanadministrativecapacity. 
1979, Prop. 12; 2000, Prop. 7, sec. 9; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 13.) 

Section6-3.3.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thepowers, dutiesandfunctionsofthedepartmentofparksandrecreationshallbe

prescribedbyordinanceandshallbeexercisedandperformedbythedepartment. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 
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Section6-3.4.CountyBands. 
Thecountybandsshallbeapartofthedepartmentofparksandrecreationfor

administrativepurposes.  Thebandmastersshallbeappointedbythemayorandmayberemoved
bythemayor.  Themembersofthebandsandotheremployeesconnectedtherewithshallbe
appointedbythebandmastersandmayberemovedbythebandmasterswiththeapprovalofthe
managingdirector, andallpositionsinthebandsshallbeexemptfromcivilservicelawsand
classifications. 

CHAPTER4
DEPARTMENTOFINFORMATIONTECHNOLOGY

Section6-4.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeadepartmentofinformationtechnologyconsistingofthedirectorof

informationtechnologyandnecessarystaff. 
2010, Prop. 9, secs. 2and3.) 

Section6-4.2.AppointmentandRemoval. 
Thedirectorofinformationtechnologyshallbeappointedbythemayor, confirmedby

thecouncilandmayberemovedbythemayor. 
2010, Prop. 9, secs. 2and3.) 

Section6-4.3.Qualifications. 
Thedirectorofinformationtechnologyshallhavehadaminimumoffiveyearsof

experienceinthefieldofelectronicdataprocessing, telecommunicationsnetworking, and
development, implementationandoperationofbusiness-orientedapplications, atleastthreeyears
ofwhichshallhavebeeninanadministrativeandmanagerialcapacityinacomputersystem
environmentatleastcomparabletothatofthecounty’ssystem. 
2010, Prop. 9, secs. 2and3.) 

Section6-4.4.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thedirectorofinformationtechnologyshall: 
a) Operatethecentraldataprocessingsystem, andcoordinateandoverseethe

operationsofdepartmentaldataprocessingsystems, exceptforthosesystems
maintainedbythedepartmentofwatersupply. 

b) Providetechnicalexpertiseindataprocessingandtelecommunicationto
applicabledepartmentsandagenciesofthecounty. 

c) Assistinthedevelopmentofmanagementinformation. 
d) Advisethemayoronmattersrelatingtodataprocessingandtelecommunication. 
e) Performsuchotherdutiesasmayberequiredbylaw. 

2010, Prop. 9, secs. 2and3.) 
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CHAPTER5
CORPORATIONCOUNSEL

Section6-5.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeadepartmentofthecorporationcounselconsistingofthecorporation

counsel, assistantcorporationcounselandthenecessarystaff. 
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 

Section6-5.2.AppointmentandRemoval. 
Thecorporationcounselshallbeappointedbythemayor, confirmedbythecounciland

mayberemovedbythemayorwiththeapprovalofthecouncil.  Thecorporationcounselshallbe
anattorneylicensedtopracticeandingoodstandingbeforetheSupremeCourtoftheStateof
Hawai‘i. 
1979, Prop. 12; 1990, Prop. 14,sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 16.) 

Section6-5.3.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thecorporationcounselshallbethechieflegaladvisorandlegalrepresentativeofall

countyagencies, thecouncilandallofficersandemployeesinmattersrelatedtotheirofficial
powersandduties.  Thecorporationcounselshallrepresentthecountyinallcivillegal
proceedingsandshallperformallotherservicesincidenttotheofficeasmayberequiredbylaw.  
Thecorporationcounselshall, however, beprohibitedfromrepresentinganyelectedofficerin
impeachmentproceedings. 
1979, Prop. 12andProp. 13; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 

Section6-5.4.AssistantCorporationCounsel. 
Theassistantcorporationcounselshallbeappointedbythecorporationcounselandmay

beremovedbythecorporationcounsel.  Theassistantcorporationcounselshallbeanattorney
licensedtopracticeandingoodstandingbeforetheSupremeCourtoftheStateofHawaii. 
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 

Section6-5.5.SpecialCounsel. 
Thecouncilmay, bytwo-thirdsvoteofitsentiremembership, authorizetheemployment

ofspecialcounselforanyspecialmatterpresentingarealnecessityforsuchemployment.  Any
suchauthorizationshallspecifythecompensation, ifany, tobepaidforsaidservices. 
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 

Section6-5.6.TermofOffice. 
NotwithstandingSection13-8, thetermofofficeofthecorporationcounsel, assistant

corporationcounselanddeputiesshallbeco-terminouswiththatofthemayor; providedthat
whereasuccessorhasnotbeenappointedandconfirmed, thecorporationcounselshallcontinue
inofficependingsuchappointmentandconfirmation, butinnoeventshallthecorporation
counselcontinueinofficebeyondthreemonths, whetheractingorotherwise. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 
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CHAPTER6
DEPARTMENTOFFINANCE

Section6-6.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeadepartmentoffinanceconsistingofthedirectoroffinanceandthe

necessarystaff. 
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 

Section6-6.2.AppointmentandRemoval. 
Thedirectoroffinanceshallbeappointedbythemayor, confirmedbythecounciland

mayberemovedbythemayor.Thefinancedirectorshallhavehadaminimumoffiveyearsof
trainingandexperienceinbudgetingorrelatedfields, atleastthreeyearsofwhichshallhave
beeninaresponsiblesupervisorycapacity.  Adeputyfinancedirectorshallhavehadaminimum
ofthreeyearsoftrainingandexperienceinaresponsiblefinancialposition. 
1979, Prop. 12; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1andProp. 7, sec. 1.) 

Section6-6.3.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thedirectoroffinanceshallbethefinanceofficerofthecountyandshall: 
a) Assistthemayorinthepreparationandexecutionoftheoperatingbudget,  

operatingprogramandcapitalbudget. 
b) Collectspecialassessmentsasprovidedbyandsubjecttolaw. 
c) Negotiateloansandtheissuanceandsaleofbondsandnoteswhenauthorizedby

thecouncil; maintainrecordsofcountyindebtednessandhavechargeofthe
paymentofinterestandprincipalthereon. 

d) Havecustodyofallpublicfundsbelongingtoorunderthecontrolofthecounty,  
countyagencyorexecutiveagency, anddepositallsuchfundsinbanksortrust
companiesdesignatedasdepositoriesbyresolutionofthecouncil, subjecttothe
requirementsimposedbylawastosuretyandpaymentofinterest, whichinterest
shallaccruetothebenefitofthepublicandshallbecreditedtotheproperfund
andaccount. 

e) Examineallcontracts, ordersandotherdocumentsbywhichfinancialobligations
areincurred, andeverysuchdocumentshallbesubjecttoapprovalbythedirector
offinancebutthedirectoroffinanceshallnotapproveunlessthedirectorof
financefirstverifiestheappropriation, allotmentandavailabilityoffundstomeet
theobligationconcernedandverifiestheretoasprovidedinSection10-11. 

f) Prepareandissuewarrants, preparepayrollsandpensionrollsanddisburseall
fundsinthecountytreasury.  Nomoneyshallbepaidoutofthetreasuryunless
thefinancedirectorfirstverifiestheappropriation, allotmentandavailabilityof
fundstocovertheclaimconcernedandcertifiestheretoasprovidedinSection
10-11andthendeterminesthatsuchclaimisregularinform, correctlycomputed
andconstitutesalegalobligation. 

g) Maintainageneralaccountingsystemforthecountyandrequireallcounty
agenciesandexecutiveagenciestoreportandremitallreceiptstothefinance
directorasoftenasthefinancedirectordeemsdesirable. 
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h) Eachmonthsubmittothemayorandtothecouncilthroughthemayorastatement
oftherevenuesandexpendituresfortheprecedingmonthandforthefiscalyear
uptoandincludingtheprecedingmonth.  Suchstatementshallbesufficiently
detailedastoappropriations, allotmentsandfundstoshowtheexactfinancial
conditionofthecountyandofeachofitsagenciesandexecutiveagencies. 

i) Submittothecouncilthroughthemayorattheendofeachfiscalyearareportof
thefinancialtransactionsofthatyearandacompletestatementofthefinancial
conditionofthecountyattheendoftheyear, withinninetydaysaftertheendof
theyear. 

j) Prepareandmaintainaperpetualinventoryofalllands, roadways, streets,  
easementsandotherlandinterestsowned, leased, rentedorcontrolledbythe
county. 

k) Prepareandmaintainaperpetualinventoryofequipmentownedorcontrolledby
thecountyandmaterialsandsuppliesincountystorerooms, anddisposeof
propertynotneededbyanyagencyorexecutiveagencyofthecountypursuantto
policiesestablishedbyordinance. 

l) Wherenotinconflictwiththischarter, assumeandperformallthedutiesand
functionsofthepurchasingagent, thetreasurerandtheauditorofthecountyas
providedbylaw, andforthispurposethedirectoroffinanceshallbeauthorizedto
appointadeputy, toassignandreassignsuchdutiestoanyemployeeasthe
directoroffinanceseesfitandtomakeinternaladministrativeandorganizational
changesasthefinancedirectorseesfitsubjecttotheapprovalofthemayor. 

m) Exercisesuchotherpowersandperformsuchotherdutiesasmaybeprescribed
bythischarter, byordinance, bylaworbythemayorormanagingdirector. 

1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, secs. 1and6; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 17.) 

Section6-6.4.PensionBoard. 
Thereshallbeapensionboardconsistingoffivememberswhoshallbeappointedbythe

mayorandconfirmedbythecouncilinthemannerprescribedinSection13-4.  Thepension
boardshallassumethedutiesandfunctionsofthepensionboardofthecountyandtheboardof
trusteesofthepoliceofficers, firefighters, andbandmembersasprovidedbylawandshallbe
attachedtothedepartmentoffinance.  Thecountyclerkandthedirectoroffinanceshallex- 
officiobethesecretaryandtreasurer, respectively, ofthepensionboard. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 

CHAPTER7
PLANNINGDEPARTMENT

Section6-7.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeaplanningdepartmentconsistingofaplanningdirector, awindward

planningcommission, aleewardplanningcommissionandthenecessarystaff. 
1979, Prop. 7; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1; 2008, Ord. No. 08-01, sec. 2.) 
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Section6-7.2.PlanningDirector. 
a) Theplanningdirectorshallbeappointedbythemayor, confirmedbythecouncilandmay

beremovedbythemayor.  Theplanningdirectorshallhavehadaminimumoffiveyears
oftrainingandexperienceinaresponsibleplanningposition, oradegreeinplanning,  
engineering, architecture, geography, oranotherplanning-relatedfieldandthreeyearsof
experienceinaresponsibleplanningposition.  Nolessthanthreeyearsofexperience
shallhavebeeninanadministrativecapacity.   

b) Thedirectorshallbethechiefplanningofficerofthecountyandtheadministrativehead
ofthedepartmentandshall: 
1) Advisethemayor, thewindwardplanningcommission, theleewardplanning

commissionandthecouncilonallplanningandlandusematters. 
2) Prepareageneralplan, implementationplansandanyamendmentstheretoin

accordancewithSection3-15. 
3) Prepareproposedzoningandsubdivisionordinances, zoningmapsand

regulationsandanyamendmentsthereto. 
4) Reviewthelistsofproposedcapitalimprovementscontemplatedbyagenciesof

thecountyandrecommendtheorderoftheirpriority. 
5) Administerthesubdivisionandzoningordinancesandregulationsadopted

thereunder. 
6) Renderdecisionsonproposedsubdivisionplanspursuanttolaw. 
7) Makerecommendationsonrezoningapplications, specialexceptionsandother

similarrequests. 
8) Renderdecisionsonproposedvariancespursuanttolaw, exceptthat, ifany

writtenobjectionsaremadetotheplanningdirector’sactionsunderthissection,  
saidactionsshallbesubjecttoreviewbytheboardofappealsinaccordancewith
Section6-9.2, unlessotherwiseprovidedbylaworthischarter. 

9) Performsuchotherrelateddutiesandfunctionsasmaybenecessaryorrequired
pursuanttolawandthischarter. 

1979, Prop. 5, Prop. 12, andProp.13; 1998,Ord. No. 98-83, sec. 2; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1andProp. 7,  
sec.2; 2008, Ord. No. 08-01, sec. 3; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 18.) 

Section6-7.3.WindwardPlanningCommission. 
a) Thereisestablishedawindwardplanningcommissionthatshallhavejurisdictionover

theareaconsistingofthejudicialdistrictsofPuna, SouthHilo, NorthHilo, , and

b) Thereshallbesevenmembersonthiscommission.  Thecommissionshallincludeone
memberfromeachofthejudicialdistrictsofPuna, SouthHilo, NorthHilo/Hmkua
combined, andKaandthree “at-large” membersselectedfromthesedistricts.  Not
morethantwomembers, appointedfromanyonejudicialdistrict, shallserveonthe
windwardplanningcommission. 

c) Themembersshallbeappointedbythemayorandconfirmedbythecouncilinthe
mannerprescribedinSection13-4.  Eachmemberrepresentingadistrictshallbealegal
residentandregisteredvoterofthatdistrict.  Inaddition, thedirectorofpublicworksand
themanagerofthedepartmentofwatersupply, ortheirdesignatedrepresentatives, shall
serveasex-officiomembersofthewindwardplanningcommission, withoutpowerto
vote. 

2008, Ord. No. 08-01, sec. 5;2010, Prop. 7, sec. 19.) 
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Section6-7.4.LeewardPlanningCommission. 
a) Thereisestablishedaleewardplanningcommissionthatshallhavejurisdictionoverthe

areaconsistingofthejudicialdistrictsofNorthKohala, SouthKohala, NorthKona, and
SouthKona. 

b) Thereshallbesevenmembersonthiscommission.  Thecommissionshallincludeone
memberfromeachofthejudicialdistrictsofNorthKohala, SouthKohala, NorthKona
andSouthKonaandthree “at-large” membersselectedfromthesedistricts.  Notmore
thantwomembers, appointedfromanyonejudicialdistrict, shallserveontheleeward
planningcommission. 

c) Themembersshallbeappointedbythemayorandconfirmedbythecouncilinthe
mannerprescribedinSection13-4.  Eachmemberrepresentingadistrictshallbealegal
residentandregisteredvoterofthatdistrict.  Inaddition, thedirectorofpublicworksand
themanagerofthedepartmentofwatersupply, ortheirdesignatedrepresentatives, shall
serveasex-officiomembersoftheleewardplanningcommission, withoutpowertovote. 

2008, Ord. No. 08-01, sec. 5; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 20.) 

Section6-7.5.DutiesandFunctionsoftheWindwardandLeewardPlanning
Commissions. 

a) Bothcommissionsshall: 
1) Advisethemayor, councilandtheplanningdirectoronplanningandlanduse

matterspursuanttolawandthischarter. 
2) Reviewthegeneralplan, itsamendmentsandotherplansandmodifications

thereofandtransmitsuchplanswithrecommendationsthereonthroughthemayor
tothecouncilforconsiderationandaction. 

3) Reviewproposedsubdivisionandzoningordinancesandamendmentstheretoand
transmitsuchordinanceswithrecommendationsthereonthroughthemayortothe
councilforconsiderationandaction. 

4) Conductpublichearingsineverycasepriortoactiononanymatteruponwhich
thecommissionisrequiredbylaworthischartertoact.  Noticeofthetimeand
placeofthehearingshallbepublishedatleasttendayspriortosuchhearinginat
leasttwodailynewspapersofgeneralcirculationinthecountyandshallalsobe
distributedviaanelectronicmedium, suchastheInternet. 

5) Performsuchotherrelateddutiesandfunctionsasmaybenecessaryorrequired
pursuanttolawandthischarter.   

b) Auniformbodyofrulesofpracticeandprocedure, exceptformeetingplacesandtimes,  
shallapplytobothcommissions.  Uniformrulesofpracticeandprocedureshallbe
adoptedbyamajorityvoteofthecombinedmembershipofthewindwardplanning
commissionandtheleewardplanningcommission, meetingjointly.  Theexistingrulesof
practiceandprocedureoftheHawai‘icountyplanningcommission, exceptformeeting
places, shallapplytobothcommissionsuntilthenewuniformrulesofpracticeand
procedureareadopted. 
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c) Eachplanningcommissionshallreviewandtakeactionuponapplicationsforlanduse
changesandcommunitydevelopmentplansinvolvingonlypropertywithintheir
respectivejurisdictions, otherthanthoseinvolvingthegeneralplan.  Ifanapplicationfor
alandusechangeoracommunitydevelopmentplanincludeslandwithinthejurisdiction
ofboththewindwardplanningcommissionandtheleewardplanningcommission, the
applicationshallbeconsideredbybothcommissionsmeetingjointlyandactionshall
requiretheaffirmativevoteofamajorityofthecombinedmembershipofthetwo
commissions.  Allamendmentstothegeneralplanortheadoptionofanewgeneralplan
shallbeconsideredbyeachplanningcommission, meetingseparately, andeach
commissionshallmakeitsownrecommendationtothecouncil.  Eachplanning
commission, meetingseparately, shallmakeitsownrecommendationstothecouncilon
changestothesubdivisionandzoningcodesandanyotherplanningorlandusematters
whichapplygenerallyandnottoaspecificarea.  Theplanningdirectorshalldetermine
whichcommissionshalltakejurisdictionoveranymatterswhennotfullyestablishedby
thecharter.  

2008, Ord. No. 08-01, sec. 5; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 21andProp. 19, sec. 3.) 

Section6-7.6.TransitionalProvisions. 
a) Theexistingplanningcommissionshallremainineffectandcontinuetohearanddecide

matterspursuanttoSection6-7.3, Hawai‘iCountyCharter (2000), untilApril1, 2009, the
dateuponwhichthewindwardplanningcommissionandtheleewardplanning
commissionbecomeseffective.  Matterspendingbeforetheexistingplanning
commissionthatarenotfinallydecidedbyApril1, 2009, willbetransferredtothe
windwardorleewardplanningcommissions, asappropriatetobefinalized. 

b) Membersoftheexistingplanningcommissionwhosetermswillnothaveexpiredon
April1, 2009, shallholdoverandcontinuetoservetheremainderoftheirrespective
termsonthewindwardandtheleewardplanningcommissions, dulyassignedaccording
totheirrespectiveresidenceaddress. 

c) Ifthereshallexistvacanciesoneitherthewindwardplanningcommissionortheleeward
planningcommissionnotfilledbytermholdover, themayorshallappointtheremaining
membersofthewindwardplanningcommissionandtheleewardplanningcommissionin
accordancewithSection13-4, Hawai‘iCountyCharter (2000). 

2008, Ord. No. 08-01, sec. 5; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 22.) 

CHAPTER8
DEPARTMENTOFRESEARCHANDDEVELOPMENT

Section6-8.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeadepartmentofresearchanddevelopmentconsistingofadirectorandthe

necessarystaff. 
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 

Section6-8.2.Director. 
Thedirectorofresearchanddevelopmentshallbeappointedbythemayor, confirmedby

thecouncilandmayberemovedbythemayor.Thedirectorshallhavehadaminimumoffive
yearsofrelatedexperience. 
1979, Prop. 12; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1andProp. 7, sec. 4; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 23.) 
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Section6-8.3.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thedirectorofresearchanddevelopmentshall:  
a) Collectanddevelopdatanecessaryformanagerialandlegislativedecision- 

making, andprogramandpolicy-making. 
b) Providestaffleadershipforpublicandprivatedevelopmentprograms, enterprises

andplans, includingeconomic, socialandculturalproposals, whichenhanceand
improvethecountycommunity. 

c) Coordinateinformationalandregulatoryknowledgeofallfederalandstategrant- 
in-aidparticipationprogramswhichaffectthecounty. 

2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 24.) 

CHAPTER9
MISCELLANEOUS

Section6-9.1.ClericalPool. 
Theremaybeaclericalpoolconsistingofsuchpositionsasthemayormayrecommend

andforwhichappropriationshavebeenmadebythecouncil.  Thepurposeofsuchpoolshallbe
toprovideperiodicstaffassistancetothevariousagenciesofthecountywhennecessitatedby
heavyworkloads.  Theclericalpoolshallbeattachedtothemayor’sofficeforpurposesof
administration, assignmentandcoordinationbutthepersonneloftheclericalpoolshallbe
subjecttothecivilservicelawsoftheState.  
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 

Section6-9.2. BoardofAppeals. 
Theboardofappealsshallconsistofsevenmemberswhoshallbeappointedbythe

mayorandconfirmedbythecouncilinthemannerprescribedinSection13-4.Eachmember
shallbealegalresidentandaregisteredvoterofthecounty.  Boardmembershipshallbe
representativeofthecommunity, and, wheneverpossible, personswithbackgroundorexpertise
inbroadareasofplanningandconstructionshallbegivenpreference, althoughsuchknowledge
isnotaprerequisiteformembership.  Theboardofappealsshallestablishitsrulesofprocedure
andshall: 

a) Hearanddetermineappealsfromfinaldecisionsoftheplanningdirectororthe
directorofpublicworksregardingmatterswithintheirrespectivejurisdictions. 

b) ConducthearingsinaccordancewithChapter91, Hawai‘iRevisedStatutes, and
thischarter. 

c) Bepartoftheplanningdepartmentforadministrativepurposes, andsaid
departmentshallprovidenecessaryclericalandotherassistance. 

1979, Prop. 7; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 1998, Ord. No. 98-83, sec. 4; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 1, Prop. 6, sec. 1, 
andProp. 7, sec. 5; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 25.) 

Section6-9.3.GameManagementAdvisoryCommission. 
Thereshallbeagamemanagementadvisorycommissionconsistingofninemembers

whoshallbeappointedbythemayorandconfirmedbythecouncil. Onemembershallbea
residentofeachcouncildistrict. ThetermsofthemembersshallbeasprescribedinSection13-4.  
Thecommissionshallselectitschairpersonfromitsvotingmembers, andfivevotingmembers
shallconstituteaquorum.  
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Forthebenefitofpresentandfuturegenerations, thegamemanagementadvisory
commissionshalladviseCounty, StateandFederalagenciesonmattersrelatedtothe
preservationofsubsistencehuntingandfishing, aswellasprotectingtraditionalandcultural
gatheringrights.ThecommissionmayalsoadviseCounty, State, andFederalagenciesonany
matteraffectingthetakingandconservationofaquaticlifeandwildlife, includingproposed
rules, andshallcommunicateitsfindingsandrecommendationstotheseagencies.The
commissionshallpromulgaterecommendationsthatconserveandprotectthenaturalandcultural
resourcesofHawai‘iinfurtheranceoftheself-sufficiencyandlong-termsubsistence
sustainabilityofaquaticlifeandwildlifeintheCounty. Thecommissionshallprovidereportsor
legislativerecommendationstothecouncilasnecessary, oratleastquarterly. 
2012, Ord. No. 12-110, sec.1.) 

CHAPTER10
DEPARTMENTOFENVIRONMENTALMANAGEMENT

Section6-10.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeadepartmentofenvironmentalmanagementconsistingofadirector, the

necessarystaff, andanenvironmentalmanagementcommission. 
2000, Prop. 4, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 26.) 

Section6-10.2. StatementofPolicy. 
Thedepartmentofenvironmentalmanagementisestablishedtoprotect, preserve, and

enhanceourenvironmentbypromotingthewisemanagementofourwaste. 
2000, Prop. 4, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 27.) 

Section6-10.3. Director. 
Thedirectorofenvironmentalmanagementshallbeappointedbythemayor, confirmed

bythecouncil, andmayberemovedbythemayor.  Thedirectorshallhavehadaminimumof
fiveyearsofadministrativeexperienceinarelatedfieldandanengineeringdegreeoradegreein
arelatedfield. 
2000, Prop. 4, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 28andProp. 12, sec. 1.) 

Section6-10.4. Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thedepartmentofenvironmentalmanagementshallmanagethesolidwaste, wastewater,  

andrecyclingprogramsofthecounty, andexerciseotherfunctionsasprescribedbythemayoror
prescribedbyordinance. 
2000, Prop. 4, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 11, sec. 1.) 

Section6-10.5. EnvironmentalManagementCommission. 
Thereshallbeanenvironmentalmanagementcommissionconsistingofninemembers

whoshallbeappointedbythemayorandconfirmedbythecouncil.  Onemembershallbea
residentofeachcouncildistrict.  ThetermsofthemembersshallbeasprescribedinSection
13-4.  Theenvironmentalmanagementcommissionshalladvisethedepartmentonwaste
reductionstrategies, recycling, littercontrol, communityinvolvement, andotherissuesrelatedto
thefunctionsofthedepartment, andshallexerciseanyotherpowersrelatedtothefunctionsof
thedepartmentthatmaybedelegatedtoitbyordinance. 
2000, Prop. 4, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 29.) 
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ARTICLEVII
EXECUTIVEBRANCH-DEPARTMENTSOR

AGENCIESUNDERCOMMISSIONS

CHAPTER1
DEPARTMENTOFHUMANRESOURCES

Section7-1.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeadepartmentofhumanresourcesconsistingofadirector, ameritappeals

boardandthenecessarystaff. 
1979, Prop. 13; 2006, Ord. No. 06-60, sec. 2.) 

Section7-1.2.MeritAppealsBoard. 
a) Themeritappealsboardshallconsistoffivememberswhoshallbeappointedbythe

mayorandconfirmedbythecouncil. 
1) Thenewboardmemberwhowillreplacetheboardmemberwhosetermexpires

onDecember31, 2010shallserveafouryeartermendingonDecember31, 2014. 
2) Ofthetwonewboardmemberswhowillreplacetheboardmemberswhoseterms

expireonDecember31, 2012, oneshallserveathreeyeartermendingon
December31, 2015andtheothershallserveafouryeartermendingon
December31, 2016. 

3) Ofthetwonewboardmemberswhowillreplacetheboardmemberswhoseterms
expireonDecember31, 2013, oneshallserveafouryeartermendingon
December31, 2017, andtheothershallserveafiveyeartermendingon
December31, 2018. 

Thereafter, boardmembersshallservefiveyeartermsinthemannerprescribedin
Section13-4. 
b) Boardmembershipshallberepresentativeofthecommunity, andthemembersshallall

beinsympathywithandbelieveintheprinciplesofthemeritsysteminpublic
employment. 

1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 16, sec. 2; 2006, Ord. No. 06-60, sec. 2; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 30andProp. 14,  
sec. 1.) 

Section7-1.3.Director. 
Thedirectorofhumanresourcesshallbeappointedbythemeritappealsboardandmay

beremovedbythemeritappealsboard. Anymotionforremovalofthedirectorofhuman
resourcesmustcontainastatementofreasons, andtheboardshallnotvotetoremovethedirector
ofhumanresourcesunlessthedirectorofhumanresourceshasbeengivenanopportunityto
respondtothestatementofreasonsatahearingbeforetheboard. 
1979, Prop. 13; 2006, Ord. No. 06-60, sec. 2; 2010, Prop. 15, sec. 1.) 
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Section7-1.4.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thedirectorofhumanresourcesshallberesponsibleforthehumanresources

managementprogramofthecountywithtwodistinctcategoriesofduties.  Themajordutiesshall
beintheareasofequalemploymentopportunities, personneldevelopment, personnel
deployment, personnelrelationsandpersonnelwelfareincludingemployeesafetyandworkers’  
compensation. Thesecondarydutiesofthedirectorshallbetheadministrationofthecivil
servicesystemandthemaintenanceoftheaimsandmechanicsprescribedbystatute.  The
directorshallbetheadministrativeheadofthedepartmentofhumanresourcesandshallbe
responsiblefortheproperconductofalltheadministrativeaffairsofthedepartmentandforthe
executionofthehumanresourcesmanagementprogramprescribedbythischarter, ordinances,  
lawsandregulations.  Themeritappealsboardshall functionaccordingtostatute.  Thedirector
shallprovidetechnicalandclericalstaffservicestotheboard. 
1979, Prop. 13;2000, Prop. 6, sec. 2;2006,Ord. No. 06-60,sec. 2.) 

Section7-1.5.PositionClassificationPlan; Compensation. 
Exceptasotherwiseprovidedbylaworthischarter, allpositionsintheserviceofthe

countyshallbeclassifiedwithinapositionclassificationplan, andallpersonsholdingsuch
positionsshallbecompensatedasprovidedbythecompensationlawofthestate. 

Section7-1.6.AdministrativeSupervision. 
Thedepartmentofhumanresourcesshallcomeunderthegeneralsupervisionandcontrol

ofthemayor. 
1979, Prop. 13; 2006, Ord. No. 06-60, sec. 2.) 

CHAPTER2
POLICEDEPARTMENT

Section7-2.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeapolicedepartmentconsistingofapolicecommission, achiefofpolice, a

deputychiefofpolice, andthenecessarystaff. 
1990, Prop. 3, sec. 1.) 

Section7-2.2.PoliceCommission. 
a) Thepolicecommissionshallconsistofninemembers.Onemembershallbearesidentof

eachcouncildistrict.Themembersshallbeappointedbythemayorandconfirmedby
thecouncilinthemannerprescribedinSection13-4. 

b) Statementofpolicy.  Itisherebydeclaredtobethepurposeofthischapterofthecharter
toestablishinthecountyasystemoflawenforcementwhichshallbebasedondue
regardfortheconstitutionalrightsofallpersons, whichshallpromotethehighest
possibledegreeofmutualrespectbetweenlawenforcementofficersandthepeopleofthe
countyandwhichshallprovidefortheexpeditiousapprehensionofthosewhoviolatethe
law.  Inorderthatthesepurposesmaybeachieved, thepolicedepartmentshallbe
operatedinaccordancewiththefollowing: 
1) Standardsofrecruitmentshallbedesignedtoattractintotheservicepersonswith

highdegreesofeducation, intelligenceandpersonalstability. 
2) Promotionsshallbebaseduponfairstandardsofmeritandabilitywhichshall

includepeacekeepingandlawenforcementcriteria. 
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3) Grievanceproceduresforthepeopleandpoliceofficersofthecountyshallbe
basedondueregardfortheirconstitutionalrights. 

c) PowersandDuties.  Thepolicecommissionshall: 
1) Adoptsuchrulesasitmayconsidernecessaryfortheconductofitsbusinessand

theregulationofthematterscommittedtoitschargeandmayreviewtherulesand
regulationsofthedepartment. 

2) Reviewtheannualbudgetpreparedbythechiefofpoliceandmaymake
recommendationsthereontothemayorandmanagingdirector. 

3) Submitanannualreporttothemayor, managingdirectorandthecouncil. 
4) Receive, consider, andinvestigatechargesbroughtbythepublicagainstthe

conductofthedepartmentoranyofitsmembersandsubmitawrittenreportofits
findingstothechiefofpolice.  Asummaryofthechargesfiledandtheir
dispositionshallbeincludedintheannualreportofthecommission.  Thereshall
bebudgetedsufficientfundsintheannualbudgetofthepolicedepartmentforuse
bythepolicecommissiontofulfilltheintentofthissection. 

5) Advisethechiefofpoliceonpolice-communityrelations. 
6) Reviewthedepartment’soperations, asdeemednecessary, forthepurposeof

recommendingimprovementstothepolicechiefandthemanagingdirector. 
7) Evaluateatleastannuallytheperformanceofthepolicechiefandsubmitareport

tothemayor, managingdirectorandthecouncil. 
8) Hirepersonnelnecessarytocarryoutitsfunctions. 
9) Exceptforpurposesofinquiry, neitherthecommissionnoritsmembersshall

interfereinanywaywiththeadministrativeaffairsofthedepartment. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 3, sec. 1; 1994, Ord. No. 93-68, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 7andProp. 8,  

sec.1.) 

Section7-2.3. ChiefofPoliceandDeputy. 
Thechiefofpoliceshallbeappointedbythepolicecommissionandmayberemovedby

thepolicecommissionat itssolediscretion.  Anymotionforremovalofthechiefofpolicemust
containastatementofreasons, andthecommissionshallnotvotetoremovethechiefofpolice
unlessthechiefofpolicehasbeengivenanopportunitytorespondtothestatementofreasonsat
ahearingbeforethecommission.  Thedeputyshallbeappointedbythechiefofpolicewiththe
confirmationofthepolicecommissionandmayberemovedbythechiefofpolicewiththe
approvalofthecommission, withoutcausebeingstated.  Thechiefofpoliceshallhavehada
minimumoffiveyearsoftrainingandexperienceinlawenforcementwork, includingatleast
threeyearsinaresponsibleadministrativecapacity. 
1990, Prop. 3, sec. 1.) 

Section7-2.4. Powers, Duties, andFunctionsoftheChiefofPolice. 
Thechiefofpoliceshallbetheadministrativeheadofthepolicedepartmentandshall:  
a) Beresponsibleforthepreservationofthepublicpeace, preventionofcrime,  

detectionandarrestofoffendersagainstthelaw, protectionoftherightsof
personsandproperty, andenforcementandpreventionofviolationsofalllawsof
thestateandordinancesofthecountyandallregulationsmadeinaccordance
therewith. 

b) Train, equip, maintain,andsupervisetheforceofpoliceofficersandemployees. 
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c) Promulgaterulesandregulationsfortheorganizationandadministrationofthe
policeforce. 

d) Makeperiodicreportstothepolicecommissionabouttheactivitiesofthepolice
departmentandaboutactionstakenoncasesinvestigatedbythepolice
commission. 

e) Havesuchotherpowers, duties,andfunctionsasmayberequiredbythepolice
commissionorprovidedbylaw. 

1979, Prop. 13;1990, Prop. 3, sec. 1.) 

Section7-2.5. Dismissal, Suspension, Demotion,orGrievance. 
Thedismissal, suspension, demotion,orgrievanceofanypoliceofficeroremployeein

thepolicedepartmentshallbeunderproceduressetforthbycivilservicelawsandregulations. 
1990, Prop. 3, sec. 1.) 

Section7-2.6. AdministrativeSupervision. 
Thepolicedepartmentshallcomeunderthegeneralsupervisionandcontrolofthemayor, 

throughthemanagingdirector. 
1990, Prop. 3, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 8.) 

CHAPTER3
DEPARTMENTOFLIQUORCONTROL

Section7-3.1.Organization. 
Thereshallbeadepartmentofliquorcontrolconsistingofaliquorcommission, aliquor

controladjudicationboard, adirectorofthedepartmentandthenecessarystaff. 

Section7-3.2.LiquorCommission. 
Thereshallbealiquorcommissionconsistingofninememberswhoshallbeappointed

bythemayorandconfirmedbythecouncilinthemannerprescribedinSection13-4.One
membershallbearesidentofeachcouncildistrict.Theliquorcommissionshall: 

a) Adoptrulesandregulationshavingtheforceandeffectoflawforthe
administrationofliquorcontrolinthecountyandtocarryoutprovisionsofthe
liquorcontrollawsoftheState.  

b) Grant, reneworrefuseapplicationsforlicensesforthemanufacture, importation
andsaleofliquorinthecountyunderapplicablelawsandregulations. 

c) Havesuchotherpowersanddutiesasmaybeprovidedbylaw, notinconflict
withtheprovisionsofthissection. 

1979, Prop. 13; 2000, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 31.) 
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Section7-3.3.LiquorControlAdjudicationBoard. 
Thereshallbealiquorcontroladjudicationboardconsistingoffivememberswhoshall

beappointedbythemayorandconfirmedbythecouncilinthemannerprescribedin
Section13-4. 

Theliquorcontroladjudicationboardshallhearanddetermineallcomplaintsregarding
violationsoftheliquorcontrollawsoftheState, orcomplaintsregardingviolationsofrulesand
regulationsestablishedbytheliquorcommissionandimposesuchfinesorpunishmentasmaybe
providedbylawupontheconvictionthereof. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 

Section7-3.4.DirectoroftheDepartmentofLiquorControl. 
a) Thedirectorofthedepartmentofliquorcontrolshallbeappointedbytheliquor

commissionandmayberemovedbytheliquorcommission.  Anymotionforremovalof
thedirectorofthedepartmentofliquorcontrolmustcontainastatementofreasons, and
thecommissionshallnotvotetoremovethedirectorofthedepartmentofliquorcontrol
unlessthedirectorofthedepartmentofliquorcontrolhasbeengivenanopportunityto
respondtothestatementofreasonsatahearingbeforethecommission. 

b) Thedirectorofthedepartmentofliquorcontrolshall:  
1) Betheadministrativeheadofthedepartment. 
2) Provideclericalandadministrativeservicesfortheliquorcommissionandthe

liquorcontroladjudicationboard, includingthesubmissionofabudgetforthe
operationofthedepartment.  

3) InvestigatecomplaintsregardingviolationsoftheliquorcontrollawsoftheState
orcomplaintsregardingviolationsofrulesandregulationsestablishedbythe
liquorcommissionandreportsuchviolationstotheprosecutingattorneyofthe
county. 

2010, Prop. 7,sec. 32andProp. 15, sec. 2.) 

Section7-3.5.AdministrativeSupervision. 
Thedepartmentofliquorcontrolshallcomeunderthegeneralsupervisionandcontrolof

themayor, throughthemanagingdirector. 
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 9.) 

CHAPTER4
HAWAI‘IFIREDEPARTMENT

Section7-4.1.Organization. 
ThereshallbeaHawai‘ifiredepartmentconsistingofafirechief, adeputyfirechief, a

firecommissionandthenecessarystaff.  Thefirechiefshallbetheadministrativeheadofthe
Hawai‘ifiredepartment. 
2010, Prop. 10, secs. 2and3.) 
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Section7-4.2.StatementofPolicy. 
Itisherebydeclaredtobethepurposeofthischaptertoestablishinthecountyasystem

offireprotectionandpreventionandemergencyserviceswhichshallbebasedonqualifiedand
professionalleadershipandpersonnel.  Inordertoachievethispurpose, theHawai‘ifire
departmentshallbeoperatedinaccordancewiththefollowing: 

a) Standardsforrecruitmentshallbedesignedtoattractintothedepartmentpersons
withhighdegreesofeducation, intelligenceandpersonalstability. 

b) Promotionsandotherpersonnelactionsshallbebaseduponfairandappropriate
standardsofmerit, abilityandworkperformance. 

c) Appropriatetrainingshallbeprovidedtothemaximumextentpossibleand
practicable. 

2010, Prop. 10, secs. 2and3.) 

Section7-4.3.FireChief. 
a) Thefirechiefshallbeappointedbythefirecommissionandmayberemovedbythefire

commissionatitssolediscretion.  Anymotionforremovalofthefirechiefmustcontain
astatementofreasons, andthecommissionshallnotvotetoremovethefirechiefunless
thefirechiefhasbeengivenanopportunitytorespondtothestatementofreasonsata
hearingbeforethecommission. 

b) Thefirechiefshallhavehadaminimumoffiveyearsoftrainingandexperienceinfire
control, includingatleastthreeyearsofexperienceinaresponsibleadministrative
capacity. 

2010, Prop. 10, secs. 2and3,andProp. 15, sec. 3.) 

Section7-4.4.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thefirechiefshall: 
a) Performfirefightingandemergencyservicesinordertosavelivesandproperty

fromfiresandfromemergenciesarisingonland, ontheseaandhazardousterrain. 
b) Train, equip, maintainandsuperviseaforceoffirefightingandemergency

servicespersonnel. 
c) Monitortheconstructionandoccupancystandardsofbuildingsforthepurposes

offirepreventionandlifesafety. 
d) Provideeducationalprogramsrelatedtofirepreventionandlifesafety. 
e) Appointthedeputyfirechiefandtheprivatesecretariestothefirechiefandthe

deputyfirechief. 
f) Havesuchotherpowers, dutiesandfunctionsasmayberequiredbyordinance. 

2010, Prop. 10, secs. 2and3.) 

Section7-4.5.FireCommission. 
Thereshallbeafirecommission, whichshallconsistofninemembers.  Onemember

shallbearesidentofeachcouncildistrict.  Thecommissionmayappointsuchstaffandengage
suchconsultantsasnecessaryfortheperformanceofitsduties.  Themembersshallbeappointed
bythemayorandconfirmedbythecouncilinthemannerprescribedinSection13-4. 
2010, Prop. 10, secs. 2and3.) 
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Section7-4.6.Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
Thefirecommissionshall: 
a) Adoptrulesnecessaryfortheconductofitsbusinessandreviewrulesforthe

administrationofthedepartment. 
b) Reviewtheannualbudgetpreparedbythefirechiefandmakerecommendations

thereontothemayor, themanagingdirectorandthecouncil. 
c) Reviewthedepartment’soperations, asdeemednecessary, forthepurposesof

recommendingimprovementstothefirechief. 
d) Evaluateatleastannuallytheperformanceofthefirechiefandsubmitareportto

themayor, themanagingdirectorandthecouncil. 
e) Reviewpersonnelactionswithinthedepartmentforconformancewiththe

policiesunderSection7-4.2ofthischarter. 
f) Hearcomplaintsofcitizensconcerningthedepartmentoritspersonneland, if

necessary, makerecommendationstothefirechiefonappropriatecorrective
actions. 

g) Submitanannualreporttothemayor, managingdirectorandthecouncilonits
activities. 

Exceptforpurposesofinquiryorasotherwiseprovidedinthischarter, neitherthe
commissionnoritsmembersshallinterfereinanywaywiththeadministrativeaffairsofthe
department. 
2010, Prop. 10, secs. 2and3.) 

ARTICLEVIII
DEPARTMENTOFWATERSUPPLY

Section8-1. Organization. 
Thereshallbeasemi-autonomousdepartmentofwatersupplyconsistingofawater

board,amanager-chiefengineerandthenecessarystaff. 
2000, Prop. 9, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 8, sec. 1.) 

Section8-2. WaterBoard. 
Thewaterboardshallconsistofninememberswhoshallbeappointedbythemayorwith

theapprovalofthecouncilinthemannerprescribedinSection13-4.Onemembershallbea
residentofeachcouncildistrict.Themanager-chiefengineerofthedepartmentofwatersupply,  
theplanningdirectorandthedirectorofpublicworksortheirdesignatedrepresentativesshall
serveasex-officiomembersofthewaterboardwithoutpowertovote.Thewaterboardshall: 

a) Manage, controlandoperatethewaterworksofthecountyandallproperty
thereof. 

b) Adoptrulesandregulationswhichshallhavetheforceandeffectoflawrelating
tothemanagement, control, operation, preservationandprotectionofthe
waterworksofthecounty. 

c) Adoptanannualoperatingandcapitalbudgetforthedepartment, subjecttothe
hearingandadvertisingprovisionsofSection10-4. 
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d) Havethepowertoacquirebyeminentdomain, purchase, leaseorotherwise, and
tosell, lease,orotherwiseconveyrealpropertyinthenameofthewaterboard. 

e) Havetheauthoritytoissuerevenuebondsunderthenameofthewaterboard. 
f) Havesuchotherpowersanddutiesasmaybeprovidedbylaw. 

2000, Prop. 9, sec. 2; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 33andProp. 8, sec. 1.) 

Section8-3. Manager-ChiefEngineerandDeputy. 
a) Themanager-chiefengineerofthedepartmentofwatersupplyshallbeappointedbythe

waterboardandmayberemovedbythewaterboard. Anymotionforremovalofthe
managerofthedepartmentofwatersupplymustcontainastatementofreasons, andthe
boardshallnotvotetoremovethemanagerofthedepartmentofwatersupplyunlessthe
managerofthedepartmentofwatersupplyhasbeengivenanopportunitytorespondto
thestatementofreasonsatahearingbeforetheboard. 

b) Thedeputyshallbeappointedbythemanager-chiefengineerwiththeconfirmationofthe
waterboardandmayberemovedbythemanager-chiefengineerwiththeapprovalofthe
waterboard. 

c) Themanager-chiefengineershallbearegisteredengineerandshallhavehadaminimum
offiveyearsofexperienceinanadministrativecapacity. 

2000, Prop. 7, sec. 11andProp. 9, sec. 3; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 34, Prop. 8, sec. 1,andProp. 15, sec. 4.) 

Section8-4. WaterFund. 
Thereshallbeestablishedaseparatewaterfundwhichshallbeutilizedsolelyforwater

purposes.  StateandFederalwatergrantsorappropriationsandrevenuesfromoperationofthe
watersystemshallbeincludedinthewaterfund. 

Section8-5. AdministrativeSupervision. 
Thedepartmentofwatersupplyshallcomeunderthegeneralsupervisionandcontrolof

themayor, throughthemanagingdirector. 
2000, Prop. 2, sec. 10.) 

ARTICLEIX
PROSECUTINGATTORNEY

Section9-1. ElectionandTermofOffice. 
Theprosecutingattorneyshallbeelectedforatermoffouryears, whichtermshall

commenceattwelveo’clockmeridianonthefirstMondayofDecemberfollowingtheelection. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section9-2. Qualifications. 
Theprosecutingattorneyshallbeanattorneylicensedtopracticeandingoodstanding

beforetheSupremeCourtoftheStateofHawai‘i.  Theprosecutingattorneyshallbeacitizenof
theUnitedStatesofAmericaandshallhavebeenadulyqualifiedelectorofthecountyforat
leastoneyearimmediatelyprecedingtheelection. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14,sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 35.) 
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Section9-3. Powers, DutiesandFunctions. 
a) Theprosecutingattorneyshall: 

1) Attendallcourtsinthecountyandconductonbehalfofthepeopleall
prosecutionsthereinforoffensesagainstthelawsoftheStateandtheordinances
andregulationsofthecounty. 

2) ProsecuteoffensesagainstthelawsoftheStateundertheauthorityoftheattorney
generaloftheState. 

3) Appearineverycriminalcasewherethereisachangeofvenuefromthecourtsin
thecountyandprosecutethesameinanyjurisdictiontowhichthesameis
changedorremoved.  Theexpenseofsuchproceedingshallbepaidbythe
county. 

4) Instituteproceedings, ordirectthechiefofpolicetodoso, beforethedistrict
judgesforthearrestofpersonschargedwithorreasonablysuspectedofpublic
offenses, whentheprosecutingattorneyhasinformationthatanysuchoffenses
havebeencommitted, andforthatpurposetakechargeofcriminalcasesbefore
thedistrictjudges, eitherinpersonorbyadeputyorbysuchotherprosecuting
officerastheprosecutingattorneyshalldesignate. 

5) Drawallindictmentsandattendbeforeandgiveadvicetothegrandjury
whenevercasesarepresentedtoitforitsconsideration.  Nothinghereincontained
shallpreventtheconductofproceedingsbyprivatecounselbeforedistrictjudges
orcourtsofrecordunderthedirectionoftheprosecutingattorney. 

6) Investigateallmatterswhichmayproperlycomebeforetheprosecutingattorney. 
b) Theprosecutingattorneymay: 

1) Research, evaluate, andmakerecommendationsregardingcrime, crime
prevention, andthecriminaljusticesystemtothegovernor, thelegislature, the
judiciary, thecouncil, themayor, theHawai‘ipolicedepartmentandother
criminaljusticeagencies, orthegeneralpublic, astheprosecutingattorneydeems
appropriate. 

2) Providecrimepreventiontrainingprogramsforlawenforcementagencies,  
citizens, businesses, andcivicgroups. 

3) Developpubliceducationprogramsthroughvariousbroadcastorprintmedia, to
providethegeneralpublicinformationthatwillassistcitizensindevelopingthe
knowledgeandconfidencetopreventcrimeandtoavoidbeingvictimsofcrime. 

4) Receiveandexpendfinancialgrants, donationsandotherfundsaspermittedby
theprovisionsoftherevisedcharter, countyordinancesandapplicablecounty,  
state, andfederalfinancialandbudgetpoliciesforcrimeresearch, prevention, and
education. 

1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14,sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 13, sec1.) 

Section9-4. Staff. 
Theprosecutingattorneymayappointdeputiesandothernecessarystaff.  Thedeputy

whoisdesignatedasfirstdeputyshall, duringthetemporaryabsenceordisabilityofthe
prosecutingattorney, assumethepowerandperformthedutiesoftheprosecutingattorney. 
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Section9-5. VacancyinOffice. 
Avacancyintheofficeofprosecutingattorneyshallbefilledbythefirstdeputywho

shallactasprosecutingattorney, orifthepositionoffirstdeputyisvacantorifthefirstdeputyis
unabletosoact, themayorwiththeconfirmationofthecouncilshallfillthevacancyby
appointmentofapersonwiththerequisitequalificationswithinthirtydaysaftertheoccurrence
ofthevacancy. 

Thefirstdeputyorthepersonappointedtofillthevacancyshallserveuntilasuccessoris
dulyelectedatthenextStateorStateandCountyelectionandseated.  Theelectionshallbeheld
inaccordancewiththeelectionlawsoftheStateinsofarasapplicable. 

Thepersonelectedasthesuccessorshallserveouttheunexpiredtermoftheperson
succeededcommencingattwelveo’clockmeridianonthefirstMondayofDecemberfollowing
theelection. 
1974, Ord. No. 59, sec. 5; 1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14,sec.1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 36.) 

Section9-6. RemovalofProsecutingAttorney. 
Theprosecutingattorneymayberemovedbyimpeachmentorrecallproceedingsas

providedbythischarter. 
1979, Prop. 9.) 

ARTICLEX
FINANCIALPROCEDURES

Section10-1.FiscalYear. 
ThefiscalyearofthecountyshallbeginonthefirstdayofJulyandendonthelastdayof

Juneofthesucceedingyear. 

Section10-2.PreparationandSubmissionofBudgetandCapitalProgram. 
a) NolaterthanMarch1ofeachyear, themayorshallsubmittothecountycouncil: 

1) Anoperatingbudgetfortheensuingyear. 
2) Anoperatingprogramfortheensuingthreefiscalyears. 
3) Acapitalbudgetfortheensuingfiscalyear. 
4) Acapitalprogramfortheensuingsixfiscalyears. 
5) Anaccompanyingmessage. 

Themayorshallsubmitamendmentstotheoperatingbudget, operatingprogram,  
capitalbudget, andcapitalprogram, togetherwithanaccompanyingmessage, tothe
countycouncilwithintenworkingdaysafterthecloseofthestatelegislaturebutnotlater
thanMay5ofeachyear. 

b) Onorbeforethedatespecifiedbythemayor, theheadofeachcountyagencyand
executiveagencyshallfurnishthemayor: 
1) Estimatesforthecurrentfiscalyearandensuingfiscalyearscoveringthe

revenuesandexpendituresoftheagencyorexecutiveagencyconcerned. 
2) Estimatesofanycapitalimprovementspendingorproposedtobeundertaken

withintheensuingfiscalyearandwithinthefivefiscalyearsthereafter. 
3) Suchotherinformationasthemayormayrequest. 
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c) Themayorshallreviewalltheestimatesfurnished.  Themayormayholdpublichearings
thereonandmayrevisetheestimatesinsuchmannerasthemayordeemsadvisablein
preparingthebudgetsandprograms. 

d) Uponsubmission, thebudgets, theprogramsandmessagesshallbeapublicrecordinthe
officeoftheclerkofthecountycouncilandshallbeopentopublicinspection.  The
mayorshallatthesametimemakeavailablecopiesofthebudgets, theprogramsand
messagesfordistributiontointerestedpersons. 

1974, Ord. No. 57, sec. 1; 1990, Prop. 4, sec. 1andProp. 14, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 37.) 

Section10-3.ScopeofOperatingBudget; OperatingProgram; Mayor’sMessage. 
a) Theoperatingbudgetshallpresentacompletefinancialplanforthecurrentoperationsof

thecountyanditsagenciesandexecutiveagenciesintheensuingfiscalyear, showingall
fundsandreserves.  Capitalexpenditurestobefinancedfromcurrentrevenuesinthe
ensuingfiscalyearshallbeincludedintheoperatingbudgetaswellasinthecapital
budget.  Appropriationsforsuchexpendituresshallbeincludedintheoperatingbudget.   
Exceptasotherwiseprovidedbylaw, theoperatingbudgetshallcontainatleastthe
following: 
1) Asimple, clear, generalsummaryofthedetailedcontentsoftheoperatingbudget.   

Suchsummaryshallitemizeallnewpositionsbeingrequested. 
2) Theproposedexpenditures, includingprovisionsforanyestimatedcashdeficitfor

thefiscalyearcurrentlyending, debtservicerequirementsfortheensuingfiscal
year, andallotherexpendituresfortheensuingfiscalyear, capitalandotherwise,  
tobemetfromcurrentrevenues; andtheproposedexpendituresshallbeshownby
agenciesandprograms. 

3) Acomparativestatementoftheactualexpendituresfortheprecedingfiscalyear,  
andtheestimatedexpendituresforthefiscalyearcurrentlyendingandtheensuing
fiscalyear. 

4) Thesumsrecommendedforappropriationonthebasisoftheproposed
expenditures, whichsumsneednotbeitemizedfurtherthanbyagenciesand
programs. 

5) Theestimatedrevenuesshownbyestimatedcashsurplus, ifany, forthefiscal
yearcurrentlyending, proposedtaxleviesandothersources. 

6) Acomparativestatementoftheactualrevenuesfortheprecedingfiscalyear, and
theestimatedrevenuesforthefiscalyearcurrentlyendingandtheensuingyear.   
Theestimatedrevenuesfortheensuingfiscalyearshallbeatleastequalin
amounttotheproposedexpenditures. 

b) Theoperatingprogramshallpresentacompletefinancialplanfortheoperationsofthe
countyanditsagenciesandexecutiveagenciesintheensuingthreefiscalyears, showing
allfundsandreserves.  Theoperatingprogramshallbeusedbythecouncilfor
informationalpurposesandasaguidefortheestimatedcostsofoperatingthecounty
governmentfortheensuingthreefiscalyearsandshallcontainatleastthefollowing: 
1) Asimple, clear, generalsummaryofthedetailedcontentsoftheoperating

program. 
2) Theproposedexpenditures, includingdebtservicerequirementsandallother

expendituresfortheensuingthreefiscalyears, capitalandotherwise; andthe
proposedexpenditures, yearbyyear, shallbeshownbyagenciesandprograms. 
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3) Theestimatedrevenuesshownbyestimatedcashsurplus, ifany, proposedtax
leviesandothersourcesfortheensuingthreefiscalyears. 

4) Suchotherinformationasthecouncilormayormayrequest. 
c) Themayor’smessageshallexplaintheoperatingbudgetandcapitalbudgetbothinfiscal

termsandintermsofworktobedone.  Itshalloutlinetheproposedfinancialpoliciesof
thecountyfortheensuingfiscalyear, describetheimportantfeaturesoftheoperating
budgetandcapitalbudgetandmeansoffinancingthebudgets. Itshallindicateanymajor
changesinfinancialpoliciesandinexpenditures, appropriationsandrevenuesas
comparedwiththefiscalyearcurrentlyending, andshallsetforththereasonsforthe
changes.  Astothecapitalbudget, themessageshallincludealistofpendingand
proposedcapitalimprovementstogetherwiththemayor’scommentsonsuchlist.  Itshall
itemizeandexplaineachpendingcapitalimprovementandeachcapitalimprovement
proposedtobeundertakenwithintheensuingfiscalyear, showingtheestimatedcostof
eachimprovementandthependingorproposedmethodoffinancingit.  Themessage
shallalsoincludesuchothersupportingorexplanatorymaterialasthemayordeems
desirable. 

Themayor’sbudgetmessagewhichaccompaniestheamendmentstothe
operatingbudgetandtothecapitalbudgetshalldescribethechangesinproposed
expendituresandinrevenueprojectionsfromthebudgetswhichhadbeensubmittedon
orbeforeMarch1, andshalldescribetheinterveningchangesincircumstanceswhich
justifythechangesintheproposedexpendituresandprojectedrevenues. 

1990, Prop. 4, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, secs. 38and39.) 

Section10-4.OperatingBudgetandCapitalBudget: NoticeandHearing. 
Thecouncilshallholdapublichearingontheoperatingbudgetandcapitalbudgetatany

timeafterMarch1, butpriortothefirstreadingonthebudgetbills.  Atthishearingallpersons
interestedshallhaveanopportunitytobeheard.  Atleastoneweekbeforethehearing, the
countycouncilshallpublishinatleasttwodailynewspapersofgeneralcirculationinthecounty
aswellasviaanelectronicmedium, suchastheInternet, thegeneralsummariesoftheoperating
budgetandcapitalbudgetandanoticesettingforththetimeandplaceforpublichearingthereon
andfortheirconsiderationbythecouncil.Thecouncilshallalsoallowpublictestimonyatany
meetingatwhichtheoperatingbudgetorcapitalbudget, oramendmentsthereto, areconsidered. 
1990, Prop. 4, sec. 1andProp. 10, sec. 4; 2010, Prop. 19, sec. 4.) 

Section10-5.OperatingBudget:  CouncilAction. 
Afterthepublichearing, andafterthesubmissionoftheamendmentstotheoperating

budgetandtothecapitalbudget,thecountycouncilmayadopttheoperatingbudgetasamended
withorwithoutfurtheramendments.  FirstreadingshallbeafterMay5.  Inamending, itmay
addnewitemsorincreaseitemsintheoperatingbudget.  Itmaydecreaseordeleteitems,  
exceptingappropriationsrequiredbylawandappropriationsfordebtservice.  Butinallcasesthe
estimatedrevenuesfortheensuingyearshallbeatleastequalinamounttotheproposed
expenditures. 

ThecouncilshalladopttheoperatingbudgetonorbeforeJune30.  Ifitfailstodoso, the
operatingbudgetassubmittedandasamendedbythemayorshallbedeemedadoptedbythe
councilastheoperatingbudgetfortheensuingfiscalyear. 
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Ifthemayordisapprovesofthebilladoptingtheoperatingbudgetorofanypartthereof,  
themayorshallreturnthebillortheportionsvetoedwithawrittenstatementofobjectionstothe
clerkforfurthercouncilactionwithintencalendardaysofreceiptofthebill. 

Theadoptedoperatingbudgetshallbeineffectonandafterthefirstdayofthefiscalyear
towhichitapplies. 
1974, Ord. No. 57, sec. 3; 1990, Prop. 4, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 40.) 

Section10-6.CapitalBudgetandCapitalProgram:  Scope; CouncilAction. 
a) Thecapitalbudgetshallcontainatleastthefollowing: 

1) Asimple, clear, generalsummaryofthedetailedcontentsofthecapitalbudget. 
2) Thecapitalimprovementspendingorproposedtobeundertakenwithinthe

ensuingfiscalyear, togetherwiththeestimatedcostofeachimprovement, the
estimatedoperatingcost, andthependingorproposedmethodoffinancingit. 

3) Capitalexpenditurestobefinancedfromcurrentrevenuesintheensuingfiscal
year. 

b) Thecapitalprogramshallbeusedbythecouncilforinformationalpurposesandasa
guidefortheestimatedcostsoftheproposedcapitalimprovementsofthecountyforthe
ensuingsixfiscalyearsandshallcontainatleastthefollowing: 
1) Asimple, clear, generalsummaryofthedetailedcontentsofthecapitalprogram. 
2) Thecapitalimprovementspendingorproposedfortheensuingsixfiscalyears,  

togetherwiththeestimatedcostofeachimprovementandtheproposedmethodof
financingit. 

3) Suchotherinformationasthecouncilormayormayrequest. 
c) Afterthepublichearingonthecapitalbudget, andafterthesubmissionofthe

amendmentstothebudget, thecountycouncilmayadoptthecapitalbudgetasamended
withorwithoutfurtheramendment.  FirstreadingshallbeafterMay5.  Inamending, the
councilshallrequestandconsider, butneednotfollow, therecommendationsofthe
mayorastotheproposedamendment. 

d) ThecouncilshalladoptthecapitalbudgetonorbeforeJune30.  Ifitfailstodoso, the
amendedcapitalbudgetsubmittedbythemayorshallbedeemedadoptedbythecouncil
asthecapitalbudgetfortheensuingfiscalyear.  Theadoptedcapitalbudgetshallbein
effectonandafterthefirstdayofthefiscalyear. 

e) Atanytimeduringthefiscalyear, thecouncil, byordinanceadoptedbytheaffirmative
voteofatleasttwo-thirdsoftheentiremembership, mayamendthecapitalbudgetfor
thatyear.  Inamending, thecouncilshallrequestandconsider, butneednotfollow, the
recommendationsofthemayorastotheproposedamendment. 

1974, Ord. No. 57, sec. 2; 1979, Prop. 13;1990, Prop. 4, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 41.) 

Section10-7.Budgets: PublicRecords. 
Threecopiesoftheoperatingbudgetandthecapitalbudgetasadoptedshallbecertified

bythemayorandtheclerkofthecountycouncil.  Oneofthesecopiesshallbefiledintheoffice
ofthemayorandoneeachintheofficesofthedirectoroffinanceandthedirectorofplanning.   
Theoperatingbudgetandcapitalbudgetshallbemadeavailabletothecountyagenciesandto
interestedpersons, uponsuchconditionsasthecouncilmaydetermine. 
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Section10-8.Appropriations:SupplementalandEmergency. 
Whenduringanyfiscalyearthereareavailableanyfundsforappropriation, themayor

shallcertifytothecountycouncilandthecountycouncilmayamendormakesupplemental
appropriationsfortheyearuptotheamountofavailablerevenues.  Suchappropriationsmaybe
madebyordinanceeffectiveimmediatelyuponadoption. 

Tomeetapublicemergencyaffectinglife, healthorproperty, thecouncil, maymake
emergencyappropriations.  Suchappropriationsmaybemadebyordinanceandmustbe
approvedbyallcouncilmemberspresentorbytwo-thirdsoftheentiremembership.  Tothe
extentthattherearenoavailableunappropriatedrevenuestomeetsuchappropriations, the
councilmaybyordinanceauthorizetheissuanceofemergencynotes.  Thesenotesmaybe
renewedfromtimetotime, buttheemergencynotesandrenewalsofanyfiscalyearshallbepaid
notlaterthanthefirstdayofthefiscalyearnextsucceedingthatinwhichtheemergency
appropriationwasmade.  Thetotalofemergencyappropriationsinanyfiscalyearshallnot
exceedone-halfofonepercentofthetotaloperatingappropriations, excludingthosefordebt
servicemadeintheoperatingbudgetforthatyear. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 4,sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 42.) 

Section10-9.Appropriations: ReductionandTransfer. 
Ifatanytimeduringthefiscalyearitappearsprobabletothemayorthattherevenues

availablewillbeinsufficienttomeettheamountappropriated, themayorshallreporttothe
countycouncilwithoutdelay, indicatingtheestimatedamountofthedeficit. Forthatpurpose
thecouncilmaybyordinancereduceoneormoreappropriations; butnoappropriationrequired
fordebtservicemaybereducedandnoappropriationmaybereducedbymorethantheamount
oftheencumberedbalancethereoforbelowanyamountrequiredbylawtobeappropriated. 

Themayormayatanytimeduringthefiscalyeartransferpartorallofany
unencumberedappropriationbalancebetweenclassificationsofexpendituresorprogramswithin
anagencyorexecutiveagency; andifatanytimethemayorsorequestsinwriting, thecouncil,  
byresolutioneffectiveimmediatelyuponadoption, maytransfer, partorallofany
unencumberedappropriationbalancefromoneagencyorexecutiveagencytoanother.  Butno
transfershallbemadefromappropriationsfordebtserviceorforestimatedcashdeficit; andno
appropriationmaybereducedbelowanyamountrequiredbylawtobeappropriated.Themayor
shallnotifythecountycouncilofanytransferoffundswithinanagencyoranexecutiveagency
nolaterthanthirtydaysafterauthorizingsuchatransfer. 
1990, Prop. 4, sec. 1andProp. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section10-10.LapseofAppropriations. 
Generalappropriations, exceptanappropriationforacapitalexpenditure, shalllapseat

thecloseofthefiscalyeartotheextentthatthesamehasnotbeenexpendedorencumbered.  An
appropriationforacapitalexpenditurethatisnotencumberedshalllapseattheendoftwofiscal
yearsfollowingthefiscalyearthattheappropriationwasmade. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 
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Section10-11.PaymentsandObligationsProhibited:  Verifications; Penalties. 
Nopaymentshallbeauthorizedormadeandnoobligationincurredagainstthecounty

exceptinaccordancewithappropriationsdulymade.  Nopaymentshallbemadeagainstany
allotmentorappropriationunlessthedirectoroffinancefirstverifiesthatthereissufficient
unencumberedbalanceintheallotmentorappropriationandthatsufficientfundstherefromare
availabletocovertheclaimconcerned; norshallanyobligationbeincurredagainstanyallotment
orappropriationunlesstheagencyheadfirstverifiesthatthereissufficientunencumbered
balanceintheallotmentorappropriationandthatsufficientfundstherefromwillbeavailableto
meettheobligationconcernedwhenitbecomesdueandpayable.  Everyobligationincurredand
everyauthorizationofpaymentinviolationoftheprovisionsofthischartershallbevoid.  Every
paymentmadeinviolationoftheprovisionsofthischartershallbeillegal; andallcounty
officerswhoknowinglyauthorizeormakesuchpaymentoranypartthereofshallbejointlyand
severallyliabletothecountyforthefullamountsopaidorreceived.  Ifanycountyofficeror
employeeknowinglyauthorizesormakesanypaymentorincursanyobligationinviolationof
theprovisionsofthischarterortakesparttherein, thatactionshallbecausefortheirremoval. 

Nothingcontainedinthissectionorothersectionsofthischartershallbeconstruedto
preventthemakingorauthorizingofpaymentsormakingofcontractsforcapitalimprovements
tobefinancedwhollyorpartlybytheissuanceofbonds; norshallitpreventthemaking, when
permittedbylaw, ofanycontractoranyleaseprovidingforthepaymentoffundsatatime
beyondtheendofthefiscalyearinwhichthecontractorleaseismade.  Butanycontract, lease
orotherobligationrequiringthepaymentoffundsfromtheappropriationsofalaterfiscalyear
orofmorethanonefiscalyearshallbemadeorapprovedbyresolution. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section10-12.SpecialFunds. 
Uponrecommendationofthemayorthecouncilmaybyordinanceabolishorestablish

suchspecialfundsasmaybenecessaryfortheproperandefficientsegregationoffiscal
operationsofthecounty. 

Section10-13.Post-audit. 
Thecountycouncilshallprovideatleastonceeveryyearforanindependentauditofthe

accountsandotherevidencesoffinancialtransactionsofthecountyandofeverycountyagency
andexecutiveagency.  Theauditshallbemadebyacertifiedpublicaccountantorfirmof
certifiedpublicaccountants, designatedbythecouncil, whohavenopersonalinterest, director
indirect, inthefiscalaffairsofthecountyorofanyofitsagenciesorexecutiveagencies.  The
auditshallincludebothfinancialaccountabilityandadequacyofthefinancialandaccounting
system.  IftheStatemakessuchanaudit, thecouncilmayacceptitassatisfyingtherequirements
ofthissection. 

Eitherthecouncilorthemayormayatanytimeorderanexaminationorauditofthe
accountsorprogramofanycountyagencyorexecutiveagency.  Uponthedeath, resignation,  
removalorexpirationofthetermofanycountyadministrativeofficer, thedirectoroffinance
shallcauseanauditandinvestigationoftheaccountsmaintainedbytheofficerandtheofficer’s
agencyorexecutiveagencytobemadeandshallreporttheresultsthereoftothemayorandthe
council.  Inthecaseofthedeath, resignationorremovalofthedirectoroffinance, thecouncil
maycauseanaudittobemadeoftheaccountsofallagenciesandexecutiveagencies.  If,asa
resultofanysuchaudit, anofficerbefoundindebtedtothecounty, themayorshallproceed
forthwithtocollecttheindebtedness. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 
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Section10-14.CentralizedPurchasing. 
a) Thedepartmentoffinanceshallberesponsiblefortheprocurementofallmaterials,  

supplies, equipmentandservicesrequiredbyanyagencyofthecounty, exceptas
otherwiseprovidedbythischarteroranylaw. 

b) Thereshallbeastandardizationcommitteecomposedoffivemembers.  Themayorshall
appointfourmemberswithoutnecessityofcouncilconfirmation, eachofwhomshallbe
fromaseparatedepartment.  Thefifthmembershallbearepresentativeofthedepartment
offinancewhoshallserveaschairpersonofthecommittee.  Thecommitteeshallclassify
allmaterials, suppliesandequipmentcommonlyusedbythevariousagenciesofthe
countyandshallprepareandadoptstandardsandspecificationsforsuchmaterial,  
suppliesandequipment. 

c) Allpurchasesandcontractsformaterials, supplies, equipmentandservicesshallbemade
inaccordancewithHawai‘iRevisedStatutesandrulesandregulationsestablishedbythe
stateprocurementpolicyofficethereto.  Anysuchruleorregulationmaybemodifiedby
thedirectoroffinance, inaccordancewithChapter91, Hawai‘iRevisedStatutes, 
providedthatsuchmodificationsshallbeconsistentwiththerequirementsofstatelaw. 

d) Thedirectoroffinanceshall, fromtimetotime, securefromallagenciesestimatesof
theirneedsforarticlesofcommonuseandshall, whenpracticable, consolidate
requisitionsinordertosecurethebenefitsofquantitypurchases, andmayenterinto
cooperativebuyingarrangementswithotherpublicagencies. 

e) Thedirectoroffinancemaybyrulesandregulations, notinconsistentwithstatelaw,  
providefor: 
1) Emergencypurchaseswhichmightberequired. 
2) Pettycashfundsorblanketpurchaseordersorboth. 
3) Non-competitivepurchasesandcontracts. 
4) Approvalandsigningproceduresrelatedtotheissuanceofpurchaseorders. 
5) Negotiatedsalesofcountypropertyfoundunusableforpublicpurposesand

valuedbelow $250.00withoutpublicauction. 
f) Allcountystorerooms (otherthandepartmental) shallbesupervisedandoperatedbythe

directoroffinance. 
g) Thedirectoroffinanceshallrequiresuchguaranteesofperformancebyvendorsasinthe

directoroffinance’sopinionmaybenecessaryormaybeprescribedbyordinance. 
1979, Prop. 8; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1andProp. 16, sec. 3; 1994, Ord. No. 94-50, sec. 2; 2010, Prop. 7,  

sec. 43.) 

Section10-15. PublicAccess, OpenSpace, andNaturalResourcesPreservationFund.  
a) Inadoptingeachfiscalyear’soperatingbudget, thecouncilshallappropriateaminimum

oftwopercentofthecertifiedrealpropertytaxrevenues, includingpenaltyandinterest,  
toafundknownasthepublicaccess, openspace, andnaturalresourcespreservation
fund. Depositstothefundshalloccurataminimum, onaquarterlybasis. 

b) Fundingshallconsistofaminimumoftwopercentofactualrevenuereceivedinthe
fiscalyear. Additionalrevenuemayconsistofgrantsandprivatecontributionsintended
forthepurposeofthissection, voluntarycontributionsofanyamountasspecifiedonthe
realpropertytaxbill, proceedsfromthesaleofgeneralobligationbondsauthorizedand
issuedforthepurposeofthissection, councilappropriationsforthepurposeofthis
section, andanyothersourceofrevenue. 
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c) Moniesinthisfundshallbeusedsolelyto: 
1) PurchaseorotherwiseacquirelandsandeasementsintheCountyofHawai‘ifor

publicoutdoorrecreationandeducation, including: 
A) Accesstobeachesandmountains;  
B) Preservationofhistoricorculturallyimportantlandareasandsites;  
C) Protectionofnaturalresources, significanthabitatoreco-systems,  

includingbufferzones;  
D) Preservationofforests, beaches, coastalareas, naturalbeautyand

agriculturallands; and
E) Protectionofwatershedlandstopreservewaterqualityandwatersupply. 

2) Paytheprincipal, interestandpremium, ifany, duewithrespecttobondsissued
inwholeforthepurposeofthisfund.  

d) Anybalanceremaininginthefundattheendofanyfiscalyearshallnotlapse, butshall
remaininthefundaccumulatinginterestfromyeartoyear. Themoneysinthisfundshall
notbeusedforanypurposeexceptthoselistedinthissection. 

e) Thecouncilshallbyordinanceestablishproceduresfortheadministrationand
expenditureofmoneysinthisfund. 

f) Thisfundshallbeusedforacquisitionoflandandeasementsandshallnotbeusedfor
development, maintenanceorforanypurposeotherthanasprovidedinthissection. 

g) Thehighestandbestuseofthisfundistoleveragethemoneyinthefundbyattracting
matchingfunds, although, matchingfundsarenotrequiredineverypurchase. 

h) Anylandacquiredwiththisfundshallcontainthefollowingrestrictivecovenantinits
recordeddeedofconveyance: “ThislandwasacquiredwithmoneysfromthePublic
Access, OpenSpace, andNaturalResourcesPreservationFund.  Itshallbeheldin
perpetuityfortheuseandenjoymentofthepeopleofHawai‘iCountyandmaynotbe
sold, mortgaged, tradedortransferredinanyway.” 

i) Anyeasementacquiredwiththisfundshallcontainthefollowingrestrictivecovenantin
itsrecordeddeedofconveyance: “Thiseasementwasacquiredwithmoneysfromthe
PublicAccess, OpenSpace, andNaturalResourcesPreservationFund.  Itshallbeheldin
perpetuityfortheuseandenjoymentofthepeopleofHawai‘iCountyandmaynotbe
sold, mortgaged, tradedortransferredinanyway.” 

2010, Prop. 1, sec. 1; 2012, Ord. No. 11-94, sec. 1.) 

Section10-16.PublicAccess, OpenSpace, andNaturalResourcesPreservation
MaintenanceFund. 

a) Thepurposeofthepublicaccess, openspace, andnaturalresourcespreservation
maintenancefundistoaccrueandusemoneysformaintenanceoflandsandeasements
acquiredbythepublicaccess, openspace, andnaturalresourcespreservationfund.  The
maintenancefundwillensurethatmoneyisdedicatedtopreservetheland, promote
publicsafety, andmaintainahealthystewardship. 
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b) Definitions.  Forthepurposeofthissection, thefollowingdefinitionsapply: 
Maintenance” meanstopreserveandconservelandsandeasementsacquiredby

thepublicaccess, openspace,andnaturalresourcespreservationfundandkeepthemin
goodrepairforpublicsafety. 

Maintenancefund” meansaseparatefundthatholdsmoneysdirectedfrom: 1)  
thegeneralfundandpropertytaxrevenues; or2) designatedgrants, privatecontributions,  
proceedsfromthesaleofgeneralobligationbonds, councilappropriations, andanyother
sourceofrevenue. 

c) Thereisestablishedapublicaccess, openspace, andnaturalresourcespreservation
maintenancefund (hereinafter “maintenancefund”).  Themaintenancefundshallbe
administeredandmanagedbythedepartmentofparksandrecreation.Thefinancial
aspectsofthemaintenancefundshallbehandledbythedepartmentoffinance. 

d) Depositsduetothemaintenancefund. 
1) Inadoptingeachfiscalyear’soperatingbudget, thecouncilshallappropriateone- 

quarterofonepercentofallrealpropertytaxrevenue (includinginterestand
penalties) tothemaintenancefund.   Depositstothemaintenancefundshalloccur
onaquarterlybasisataminimum. 

2) Additionalrevenuedepositedinthemaintenancefundmayconsistofgrantsand
privatecontributionsintendedforthepurposeofthissection, proceedsfromthe
saleofgeneralobligationbondsauthorizedandissuedforthepurposeofthis
section, councilappropriationsforthepurposeofthissection, andanyother
sourceofrevenue. 

e) Accountingforthemaintenancefund; interestbearingaccounts; reportingbythe
departmentoffinance. 
1) Allmoneysinthemaintenancefundshallbedepositedininterestbearing

accountsuntilneeded.  Anyinterestshallaccruetothemaintenancefund. 
2) Moneysinthemaintenancefundshallbeidentifiedseparatelyfor: 

A) Fundingreceivedfromtherealpropertytaxrevenueincludinginterestand
penalties; and

B) Fundingreceivedfromgrantsandprivatecontributions, andanyother
sourceofrevenue, anditsinterestearned, which: 
i. Shallbeitemizedandearmarkedforspecificprojectsforthelands

oreasements. 
ii. Shallnotbesubjectedtothemaximumaccrualoffundslimit

providedinsubsection (f). 
3) Financialstatementsshallbepostedeachmonthonthepublicaccess, openspace,  

andnaturalresourcespreservationfundwebsite. 
f) Maximumaccruallimitinmaintenancefund; exemptiontofunding. 

1) Onlymoneysderivedfromrealpropertytaxrevenue, itsinterest, anditspenalties
shallbeincludedinthecomputationofthemaximumaccruallimitforthe
maintenancefund.   Allothermoneysspecificallydirectedtothemaintenance
fundshallbeheldseparatelyfromthosemoneysinthemaintenancefundthat
originatedfromrealpropertytaxrevenues (includinginterestandpenalties), and
shallnotbesubjectedtothemaximumaccruallimit. 

2) Themaximumaccruallimitshallnotexceed $3,000,000. 
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3) Attheendofanyfiscalyearinwhichthemaintenancefundholdsunencumbered
fundsderivedfromrealpropertytaxrevenue (includinginterestandpenalties) of
atleast $3,000,000, anyunencumberedamountinexcessofthat $3,000,000shall
bepermanentlytransferredtothegeneralfundbalance. 

4) Exemptiontofunding. Ifthemaintenancefundholds $3,000,000in
unencumberedfundsderivedfromrealpropertytaxrevenue (includinginterest
andpenalties), thenthecouncilandtheexecutivebranchdonotneedtoaddmore
moneytothemaintenancefunduntilthenextbudgetcycle.  Thisexemptionshall
notreleasetheadministrationfromitsmandatorydutytomaintainandpreserve
landsandeasementsacquiredbythepublicaccess, openspace, andnatural
resourcespreservationfundingoodrepairforpublicsafetyeachfiscalyear. 

g) Themaintenancefundshallbeusedsolelyforpublicsafetymaintenanceandpreservation
ofthoselandsandeasementsacquiredbythepublicaccess, openspace, andnatural
resourcespreservationfund, andmaybeusedonlyforexpendituresdirectlyrelatedtoits
purpose. Expendituresbytheadministrationorstewardshipgrantspresumedtobe
directlyrelatedareasfollows: 
1) Reparation (fixing, mending, repairwork, andservicing); 
2) Preservation (damagecontrol, salvaging, safekeeping, andsafeguarding); 
3) Conservationofsoil, forests, shorelines, nativewildlife, streams, wetlands,  

watershed, andfloodways; 
4) Restoration (replacement, reclamation, reconditioning, andremediation); 
5) Wildfireandfireprevention; 
6) Repairofexistingbuildingstomeetthecurrentcoderequirements, ifthebuilding

isdeemedreasonabletosave; 
7) Replacingsignstomeetthecurrentcoderequirements; 
8) Installation, repair, orreplacementfencingandgateoraccessmechanisms; 
9) Installationorrepairofcattleguards; 
10) Mitigationoffloodingproblemsincludingrepairorrestorationofexisting

culverts, drainagefeatures, orothersimilarfloodcontrolmitigation;  
11) ArcheologicalsurveyandbufferingofNativeHawaiianhistoricalorculturalsites

afterappropriateconsultationwithNativeHawaiiandescendantsandcultural
practitioners; 

12) BiologicalstudiesfortheprotectionofNativeHawaiianspeciesofplantsand
animals; or

13) MitigationofAmericanswithDisabilitiesActcomplianceissuesthatmayarise
duringthecourseofpublicsafetymaintenanceandpreservation. 

Moneysinthemaintenancefundshallnotbeusedforplanning, design, development, or
constructionofnewbuildings, facilities, orinfrastructureincludingroads, paths, bridges,  
culverts, ramps, ordrainagefeatures. Moneyinthemaintenancefundshallalsonotbeusedfor
mitigationofAmericanswithDisabilitiesActcomplianceissuesforanynewbuildings, facilities,  
orinfrastructure.  Paymenttoresolvetheseaforementionedissuesshallbefromthecapital
improvementprojectsbudgetorallotmentsderivedfromthegeneralfund. 
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h) StewardshipGrants.  Moneysmayalsobeusedtoprovidegrants-in-aidforprojects,  
whichusesarereflectedinsubsection (g). 
1) Anawardofastewardshipgrantshallbebycouncilresolution.Stewardship

grantsmaybeawardedonlyuntilmoneysinthemaintenancefundare
extinguished.  Grantsshallbeawardedonthebasisofabilityofthestewardship
organizationtocompletetheprojectontimeandwithincostestimates.  

2) Only501(c)3nonprofitsoranorganizationthatoperatesundertheumbrellaofa
501(c)3nonprofit, andthatcancompleteaprojectforthegoodofthecommunity,  
shallbeconsideredforastewardshipgrant. 

3) Publicnoticebythedepartmentoffinanceoftheavailabilityofthestewardship
grantsshallbeplacedintwonewspapersofgeneralcirculation, aswellas
electronicmediaaccessiblebyinternet, byAugust1ofeachfiscalyearprovided
moneyisavailable.Theseadvertisementsshallbepaidforfromthemaintenance
fund. 

4) Toapplyforastewardshipgrant, astewardshiporganizationshallprovidetothe
departmentofparksandrecreationthefollowing: 
A) Anapplicationformobtainedfromdepartmentofparksandrecreation

whichiscompletedforeachspecificpurposeorproject;  
B) Adetailedbusinessplanfortheprojectthatincludesthenameofthe

501(c)3nonprofitorganization, theorganizationthatoperatesunderthe
umbrellaofa501(c)3nonprofitorganization, ifany, acopyofitsletterof
determinationfromtheInternalRevenueService, acopyofitsbylawsand
missionstatement, adescriptionofthespecificproject, timeframesfor
projectgoals, costs, andactivitiestoaccomplishthestatedpurpose, and
anyotherinformationrequestedbythedepartmentofparksandrecreation;  
and

C) Asignedagreementtofileawrittenreportoneyearorlessafterreceiptof
fundsthatincludesdetailsastowhathasbeenaccomplishedonthe
project, costs, andhowthemoneywasspent. 

5) Noofficer, boardmember, oremployeeofthe501(c)3nonprofitorganizationor
theorganizationthatoperatesundertheumbrellaofa501(c)3nonprofit
organizationshallreceiveasalaryorpaymentforlabororreceiveany
reimbursementforthestewardshipworkontheproject.  The501(c)3nonprofit
shallsignanagreementsostatingtheseconditionsandsubmititwiththe
application. 

6) Mismanagementofmoneysawardedforastewardshipgrantshallbarthe501(c)3
nonprofitorganizationandtheorganizationthatoperatesundertheumbrellaofa
501(c)3nonprofitorganizationfromreceivingfuturegrantsfromthemaintenance
fund. 

7) Thedirectorofthedepartmentofparksandrecreationshallprovideashort
writtenevaluationoftheproposedprojecttothecouncilandincludea
recommendationabouttheapplicant’sabilitytocompletetheprojectaccordingto
theprojectplan. 

2012, Ord. No. 12-16, sec. 1.) 
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ARTICLEXI
INITIATIVEANDREFERENDUM

Section11-1.PowersofInitiativeandReferendum. 
a) Thepowerofvoterstoproposeordinancesortoamendexistingordinancesshallbethe

initiativepower.  
b) Thepowerofvoterstoapproveorrejectordinancesbyelectionshallbethereferendum

power. 
2008, Ord. No. 08-80, sec. 2.) 

Section11-2.Definitions.   
Asusedinthisarticle, unlessthecontextotherwiserequires: 

BallotQuestion” meansaninterrogativestatementthatplainlyphrasesthechiefpurpose
oftheinitiativeorreferendumsothatanaffirmativeresponsecorrespondstoa “yes”vote.  

Ballotsummary” meansaconcise, impartialexplanationofthemeasureanditsmajor
effects. 

Ballottitle” meansabriefphraseidentifyingthesubjectoftheinitiativeorreferendum. 
Circulators” meansadultswhocirculatecopiesofthepetitionamongregisteredvoters

forsignature. 
Clerk” meanstheclerkoftheHawai‘iCountyCouncil. 
Committee” meansthepetitioners’ committeeformedpursuanttosection11-3. 
Petitionform”meansapetitionwithoutvotersignaturesandothervoteridentifying

information. 
Petitionorsignedpetition” meansthepetitionformcontainingthevoters’signaturesand

othervoteridentifyinginformation, theballottitle, ballotquestion, andballotsummary. 
2008, Ord. No. 08-80, sec. 2.) 

Section11-3.Petitioners’ Committee. 
Foreachinitiativeorreferendumpetitionthereshallbeapetitioners’ committee

representingallthepetitioners, whichcommitteeshallbecomposedoffivememberswhoshall
bequalifiedvotersofthecountyandsignersofthepetition.  Thecommitteeshallberesponsible
forcirculationofthepetitionandforassemblingandfilingthepetitioninproperform.  There
shallbeacommitteechairwhowillberesponsibleforsendingandreceivingallcommunications
betweentheclerkandthecommittee. Thecommitteeshallhavethepowertoamendorwithdraw
thepetitionasprovidedinthischarter. 
2008, Ord. No. 08-80, sec. 2.) 

Section11-4.InitiativeandReferendumProcess
a) Theclerkshallprovidethecommitteewithasamplepetitionformuponrequest. 
b) Priortocirculatinganinitiativeorreferendumpetition, thecommitteeshallgivenoticeto

theclerkofthefollowing: 
1) Thenamesandresidenceaddressesofthecommitteemembersastheyappearon

thegeneralcountyregister, thecommittee’sdesignatedrepresentative, andthe
addresstowhichallnoticesshallbesent; 

2) Foraninitiative, acompletedpetitionformidentifyingtheordinancetobe
modifiedorintroduced, alongwiththeproposedlanguageforthepetition; 
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3) Forareferendum, acompletedpetitionformidentifyingtheordinanceorpartof
anordinancetoberepealed; and

4) Aproposedballottitle, ballotquestion, andanobjectiveballotsummary. 
c) Forpurposesofthisarticle, noticeshallbeinwritingandsentviaUnitedStatesmail,  

returnreceiptrequestedordeliveredinperson, providedboththesenderandreceiversign
anddateareceipt. Thedateofreceiptwillbethedatetherecipient’ssignaturewas
affixedortendaysafterthepostmarkeddate, whicheveroccursfirst. 

d) Withintenworkingdaysofreceiptofthenoticeinsubsection (b), theclerkshallgive
noticetothecommitteethattheproposedpetitionform, ballottitle, ballotquestion, and
ballotsummaryareacceptableorshallproposealternativelanguage. 

e) Iftheproposedlanguageisacceptable, theclerkshallgivethecommitteenoticeof
acceptanceandthelanguageshallbefinal. 

f) Iftheclerkproposesalternativelanguage, theclerkshallgivethecommitteenoticeofthe
proposedlanguagewithintenworkingdaysofreceiptofthealternativelanguage.    Ifthe
committeeobjectstothealternatelanguage, thecommitteeshallsendanoticetotheclerk
ofitsobjectionsandsubmitarevisedpetitionform, ballottitle, ballotquestionandballot
summarytotheclerkwithintenworkingdaysofreceiptofthealternativelanguage.   The
clerkshallaccepttheproposedrevisionasthefinallanguage. 

g) Ifthelanguageoftheproposedordinanceisfoundtobewithinthepowerofinitiativeor
referendumofthecounty, withinfiveworkingdaysoffinalizationofthepetitionform,  
ballottitle, ballotquestionandballotsummary, theclerkshall: 
1) Submitthemtothecouncilforinformationalpurposesutilizingthecouncil’srules

andprocedures; and
2) Givenoticetothecommitteeof: 

A) Thefinalpetitionform, ballottitle, ballotquestion, andballotsummary; 
B) ThedeadlinedatesetbytheStateofHawai‘iofficeofelectionsforthe

submissionoftheballottitle, ballotquestion, andballotsummary;  
C) Thenumberofsignaturesrequiredforacertificateofsufficiency; and
D) Atimelinethatgivesdatesatwhichsubmissionsandspecificactionsshall

occur. 
h) Withinthirtyworkingdaysafterthefilingofaninitiativeorreferendumpetition, the

clerkshallcompleteacertificateastothesufficiencyofthepetition. Duringthisthirty
dayperiod, thecommitteemaycontinuetogathersignatures.  

i) Assoonasacertificateiscompleted, theclerkshallnotifythecommitteeofthecontents
ofthecertificate.  Ifapetitioniscertifiedsufficient, theclerkshallpresentthecertificate
tothecountycouncilatthefirstcouncilmeetingwhereitcanbelegallyplacedonthe
agenda. 

j) Iftheclerkcertifiesapetitioninsufficient, thecertificateshallshowtheparticulars
whereinthepetitionisdefective. Ifamajorityofthecommitteechoosestocontinueto
collectsignatures, thenthecommitteeshallwithintwentyworkingdaysafterreceiptof
theclerk’scertificateofinsufficiency, fileasupplementalpetition.  Thesupplemental
petitionshallbegovernedbythesamerequirementsastheoriginalpetition. 

k) Withinfifteenworkingdaysfromthefilingofasupplementalpetition, theclerkshall
completeasecondcertificateastothesufficiencyofthesupplementalpetition.   
Thereafter, theproceduralrequirementsforthesupplementalpetitionshallbethesameas
thatfortheoriginalpetition. 
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l) Ifamajorityofthecommitteedoesnotchoosetoamendapetitionorcollectadditional
signatures, theclerkshallpresentthecertificatetothecountycouncilatthefirstcouncil
meetingwhereitcanbelegallyplacedontheagenda.  Apetitionisapprovedfor
considerationthroughcouncilactionupontheclerk’scertificateofsufficiency. 

m) Theclerkshallpresentthecertificatetothecouncilattheearliestmeetingatwhichthe
certificatecanbelegallyplacedontheagenda.  Thecouncilshallreviewthelatestclerk’s
certificate, uponthecommittee’srequest, andshallapproveorrejectthecertificateor
maysubstituteitsowndeterminationofsufficiencyofthepetitionbyresolution.  The
reviewactionsofthecouncilshallbefinalbutshallnotprecludethefilingofanew
petitionforthesamepurposes. 

n) Thecouncilshallproceedimmediatelytoconsideraninitiativeorreferendumpetition
whichhasbeendeterminedsufficientinaccordancewiththeprovisionsofthisarticle.  If
aninitiativepetitionisconcerned, theordinanceitproposesshallatoncebeintroduced
subjecttotheproceduresrequiredforordinancesunderthischarter; however, notmore
thansixtydaysshallelapsebetweenthetimeoffirstreadingoftheinitiativeproposalasa
billandcompletionofconsiderationtoadopt, amend, orrejectthesame.  Ifareferendum
petitionisconcerned, theordinancetowhichthatpetitionisdirectedshallbe
reconsideredbythecouncil; andnotlaterthanthirtydaysafterthedateonwhichthe
petitionwasdeterminedsufficient, thecouncilshallbyresolutionrepealorsustainthe
ordinance. 

o) Ifthecouncilfailstoadoptaninitiativeproposaloradoptsaproposalwithanamendment
unfavorabletoamajorityofthecommittee, orifthecouncilfailstorepealanordinance
reconsideredpursuanttoareferendumpetition, theclerkshallsubmitthefinallanguage
approvedbythepetitioner’scommitteewithitsappropriateballottitleandballot
languagetothevotersofthecountyatthenextgeneralelection. Theballotforsuch
measuresshallcontainthefinalballotsummaryandshallhavebelowtheballottitle
designatedspacesinwhichtomarktheballotFORorAGAINSTthemeasure. 

p) Theclerkshallpublishtheballottitle, ballotquestion, ballotsummaryandargumentsfor
andagainstthemeasureintheSundaypaperoftwoHawai‘iislanddailypaperswiththe
largestcirculation, forthethreeSundaysprecedingtheelection.  Theballottitle, ballot
question, ballotsummaryandargumentsforandagainstthemeasureshallalsobe
distributedviaanelectronicmedium, suchastheInternetatleastthreeweekspriortothe
election. Thecommitteeshallbegiventheopportunitytowritetheargumentinfavorof
themeasure.  Ifagroupoffivequalifiedvotersofthecountygivenoticetotheclerkthat
theywishtowritetheargumentsagainstthemeasure, theclerkshallpublishtheir
arguments. Bothsetsofargumentsshallbepublishedinthesamepapers, onthesame
page, onthesamedays, utilizingthesamesizeprint. Thenamesandaddressesofthe
committeeandtheopposinggroupastheyappearonthegeneralcountyregisterforthe
CountyofHawai‘ishallappearinthepublication.   

2008, Ord. No. 08-80, sec. 2; 2010, Prop. 7, secs. 44, 45, 46, 47,and48andProp. 19, sec. 5.) 
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Section11-5.InitiativeandReferendumPetitions: FormsandSufficiency. 
a) Initiativeandreferendumpetitionsshallbegovernedbytherulesregardingformand

sufficiencysetforthinthissection, aswellasbysuchotherrulesasthecountycouncil
mayimposebyordinance, consistentwiththeprovisionsandwiththespiritandpurpose
ofthecharter. 

b) Foracceptanceofpetitions, theclerkshallrequirethat:  
1) Thepetitionsindicatethefivemembersofthecommitteeforthatpetitionby

nameandresidenceaddressastheyappearonthegeneralcountyregisterforthe
CountyofHawai‘i. 

2) Thepetitionsindicatethedesignatedrepresentativeforthecommitteeandthe
addresstowhichallnoticesforthecommitteearetobesent.  

3) Thepetitionsbefiledonpapersofuniformsizeandstyleandassembledasone
instrument.  

4) Eachelectorsigningsuchpetitionsshallprinttheirname, whichshallbe
reasonablysimilartotheirnameasitappearsonthegeneralcountyregisterfor
theCountyofHawai‘i, andaddtheirsignature, monthanddayoftheirbirthdate,  
andthelastfourdigitsoftheirsocialsecuritynumberonsaidpetition.  

5) Thepetitioncontainaprominentnoticestatingwhetheroneormorepetition
circulatorsaretobepaid.  Paidmeansmonetarypaymentorpaymentofgoodsor
services.  Payforpetitioncirculatorsshallnotbebasedonthenumberof
signaturescollected. 

6) Thepetitioncontaintheballottitleandtheballotquestion. 
7) Eachpageofthecompletedpetitionformshallbenumberedconsecutively. 

c) Forpurposesofcertification, anypetitionshallbefoundinsufficientthat: 
1) Issignedbyregisteredvotersofthecountyequalinnumbertolessthanfifteen

percentofthenumberofpersonswhovotedfortheofficeofMayorinthelast
Mayoralelection. 

2) Proposes, orrequestsappealof, anordinancenotsubjecttothepowersof
initiativeorreferendum. 

d) Signaturesareinvalidandpetitionsinsufficient: 
1) Ifsignersarenotgivenanopportunitytoreadthefulltextoftheproposed

ordinanceunderaninitiativepetition, orthedesignationanddescriptionofthe
ordinanceinquestionunderareferendumpetition, andifthefulltextofa
proposedordinanceorordinanceunderquestionisnotcontainedinorattachedto
eachsignaturepaperorsetofsignaturepapersofaninitiativeorreferendum
petition, respectively, throughoutcirculation. 

2) Ifwrittenstatements,executedbythecirculatorsforeachsetofsignaturepapers, 
arenotattachedtothepapersatthetimeoffilingofapetitionwiththeclerk.   
Eachwrittenstatementshallattestthat: aparticularindividualpersonally
circulatedanidentifiablesetofsignedpetitions; eachsignedpetitionbearsa
statednumberofsignatures; eachsignatureonapetitionwasaffixedinthe
petitioncirculator’spresence; eachsignatureisthegenuinesignatureofthe
personwhosenameitpurportstobe; andthefulltextoftheproposedmeasure
wasmadeavailabletopetitionsigners. 

e) Individualsmaywithdrawtheirsignaturesbysubmittingawrittenrequesttotheclerk
withinfifteendaysafterthefilingofaninitiativeorreferendumpetition. 

2008, Ord. No. 08-80, sec. 2; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 49.) 
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Section11-6.WithdrawalofPetition. 
Apetitioners’ committeemaywithdrawapetitionatanytime, butnotlaterthanthe

thirtiethdayimmediatelyprecedingthedayscheduledforavoteinthecountyonameasure
concerned.  Apetitioners’ committeeshallberequestedtowithdrawitspetitionandthe
committeemustcomply, iftheaimsofthepetitionareresolvedbyintermediatecouncilactionto
thesatisfactionofthecommitteesuchthattheinitiativeproposalisadoptedasanordinance, or
thattheordinancereconsideredbythereferendumpetitionisrepealed.  Awrittenrequestfor
petitionwithdrawalmustbesignedbyfourofthefivemembersofthepetitioners’ committee
andfiledwiththecouncilclerk.  Thefilingofawithdrawalimmediatelycancelsthepetitionand
ceasesallfurtheractionfortheaccommodationofthepetitionbythecounty. 
2008, Ord. No. 08-80, sec. 2.) 

Section11-7.ResultsofElection. 
a) A “no” voteshallbeanegativeresponse.  Anon-vote, wherethereisnoresponse, shall

notbecountedaffirmativelyornegatively.  
b) Ifamajorityofthevotersvotinguponaproposedinitiativeordinanceshallvoteinfavor

ofit, theordinanceinvolvedshallthereuponbeanordinanceofthecountyoncethe
electioniscertifiedorbeeffectiveasofthedatestatedintheinitiativemeasure.  A
proposedinitiativeordinancewhichisnotapprovedbyamajorityofthevotersvotingon
itshallthereuponfail.   

c) Ifamajorityofthevotersvotinguponaproposedreferendumordinanceshallvotein
favorofit, theordinanceinvolvedshallthereuponberepealedoncetheelectionis
certifiedorberepealedasofthedatestatedinthereferendummeasure.  Aproposed
referendumordinancewhichisnotapprovedbyamajorityofthevotersvotingonitshall
thereuponfail. 

d) OrdinancespassedusingArticleXI, InitiativeandReferendum, shallnotberepealedor
amendedforatleastthreeyearsfromthedateofelectionapproval, exceptbyatwo-thirds
voteofthecountycouncil. 

2008, Ord. No. 08-80, sec. 2; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 50.) 

ARTICLEXII
REMOVALOFELECTEDOFFICERS

CHAPTER1
RECALL

Section12-1.1.RecallProcedure. 
Inadditiontoimpeachmentprocedures, anyelectiveofficermayberemovedfromoffice

bythevotersofthecounty.  Theproceduretoeffectsuchremovalshallbeinaccordancewith
thisarticle. 

Apetitiondemandingthatthequestionofremovingsuchofficialbesubmittedtothe
votersshallbeaddressedtothecouncilandfiledwiththecountyclerk. 

a) Apetitiondemandingrecallofanofficialelectedat-large, orbyvotersofthe
entirecounty, asthecasemaybe, shallbesignedbyqualifiedvotersequaltoor
greaterthantwenty-fivepercentofthetotalvalidvotescastfortheofficesubject
totherecallpetitioninthelastelection. 
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b) Apetitiondemandingrecallofadistrictcouncilmembershallbesignedby
qualifiedvotersequaltoorgreaterthantwenty-fivepercentofthetotalvalid
votescastforthedistrictofficesubjecttotherecallpetitioninthelastelection. 

c) Theterm “qualifiedvoter” meansapersonwhoisregisteredtovoteinthecounty
onthedaythattheclerkbeginstheexaminationtodeterminethesufficiencyof
thesignaturesonthepetition. 

1979, Prop. 9; 1990, Prop. 12, sec. 1andProp. 14, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 2, sec. 1.) 

Section12-1.2.Petitions. 
Petitionpapersshallbeprocuredonlyfromthecountyclerk, whoshallkeepasufficient

numberofsuchblankpetitionpapersonfilefordistributionashereinprovided.  Priortothe
issuanceofsuchpetitionpapers, anaffidavitshallbemadebyoneormorevotersandfiledwith
theclerk, statingthenameandofficeoftheofficersoughttoberemoved. 
1979, Prop. 9.) 

Section12-1.3.Signatures. 
Signersofarecallpetitionshallprinttheirname, whichshallbereasonablysimilarto

theirnameasitappearsonthegeneralcountyregisterfortheCountyofHawai‘i, andaddtheir
signature, residenceaddress, monthanddayoftheirbirthdate, andthelastfourdigitsoftheir
socialsecuritynumberonsaidpetition. Toeachsuchpetitionpaperthereshallbeattachedan
affidavitofthecirculatorthereof, statingthenumberofsignerstosuchpartofthepetitionand
thateachsignatureappendedtothepaperwasmadeinthecirculator’spresenceandisbelieved
tobethegenuinesignatureofthepersonwhosenameitpurportstobe, andthateachsigner
understoodthenatureoftherecallpetition. 
1979, Prop. 9; 1990, Prop. 12, sec. 1andProp. 14, sec. 1; 2006, Ord. No. 06-96, sec. 4; 2010, Prop. 2,  

sec. 2andProp. 7, sec. 51.) 

Section12-1.4.FilingandCertification. 
Allpaperscomprisingarecallpetitionshallbeassembledandfiledwiththecountyclerk

asoneinstrumentwithinonehundredtwentydaysinthecaseofrecallofanelectedofficialat- 
largeandninetydaysinthecaseofrecallofacouncilmemberafterthefilingwiththeclerkof
theaffidavitstatingthenameandofficeoftheofficersoughttoberemoved.  Withinthirty
workingdaysfromthefilingofsuchpetition, theclerkshalldetermineifthepetitioncontains
sufficientsignaturesandprepareacertificateshowingtheresultoftheexamination.  Iftheclerk
shallcertifythatthepetitionisinsufficient, theclerkshallsetforthinthecertificatethe
particularsinwhichthepetitionisdefectiveandshallreturnacopyofthecertificatetothe
persondesignatedinsuchpetitiontoreceiveit. 
1979, Prop. 9; 1990, Prop. 12, sec. 1andProp. 14, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 2, sec. 3andProp. 7, sec. 52.) 
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Section12-1.5.SupplementalPetitions. 
Intheeventtheinitialpetitioncontainedinsufficientsignatures, suchrecallpetitionmay

besupportedbysupplementalsignaturesofvoterssignedinthemannerrequiredinSection
12-1.3ofthisarticleappendedtopetitionsissued, signed, andfiledasrequiredfortheoriginal
petitionatanytimewithintendaysafterthedateofthecertificateofinsufficiencybytheclerk.   

Theclerkshall, withintenworkingdaysaftersuchsupplementalpetitionsarefiled, make
alikeexaminationofthem, andifthecertificateshallshowthesametobestillinsufficient, the
clerkshallreturnitinthemannerdescribedinSection12-1.4ofthisarticletotheperson
designatedinsuchpetitiontoreceivethesame, andnonewpetitionfortherecalloftheofficer
soughttoberemovedshallbefiledwithinoneyearthereafter. 
1979, Prop. 9; 1990, Prop. 12, sec. 1andProp. 14, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 2, sec. 4andProp. 7, sec. 53.) 

Section12-1.6.RecallElection. 
a) Ifarecallpetitionorsupplementalpetitionshallbecertifiedbytheclerktobesufficient,  

theclerkshallatoncesubmitthesamewiththecertificatetothecouncilandshallnotify
theofficersoughttoberecalledofsuchaction.  

b) Iftheofficialwhoseremovalissoughtdoesnotresignwithintendaysaftersuchnotice,  
thecouncilshallthereuponorderandfixadayforholdingarecallelection. Anysuch
electionshallbeheldnotlessthansixtynormorethanninetydaysafterthepetitionhas
beenpresentedtothecouncil, oratthesametimeasanyotherspecialelectionheld
withinsuchperiod, thecouncilshallcallaspecialrecallelectiontobeheldwithinthe
timeaforesaid.  
1) Forrecallelectionsofofficialselectedbyvotersoftheentirecounty,ifthetotal

ofvotescastislessthanfiftypercentofthevalidvotescastinthelastelectionfor
theofficesubjecttotherecallpetition, theofficersoughttoberecalledshallnot
bedeemedrecalled. 

2) Forrecallelectionsofdistrictcouncilmembers, ifthetotalofvotescastisless
thanfiftypercentofthevalidvotescastforthedistrictofficesubjecttotherecall
petitioninthelastelection, theofficersoughttoberecalledshallnotbedeemed
recalled. 

1979, Prop. 9; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 2, sec. 5andProp. 7, sec. 54.) 

Section12-1.7.Ballots. 
Theballotsatsuchrecallelectionshall, withrespecttoeachpersonwhoseremovalis

sought, submitthequestion:  “Shall (nameofperson) beremovedfromtheofficeof (nameof
office) byrecall?”  Ifamajorityoftheelectorsqualifiedtovoteonthequestionatarecall
electionvote “Yes”, theelectedofficershallbedeemedrecalledandremovedfromoffice,  
subjecttotheprovisionsofSection12-1.6ofthisarticle. 
1979, Prop. 9.) 
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Section12-1.8.SucceedingOfficer. 
Theincumbent, ifnotrecalledinsuchelection, shallcontinueinofficefortheremainder

oftheunexpiredtermsubjecttotherecallasbefore, exceptasprovidedinthischarter.  If
recalledintherecallelection,theincumbentshallbedeemedremovedfromofficeuponthe
announcementoftheofficialcanvassofthatelection, andtheofficeshallbefilledasprovidedby
thischarterforthefillingofvacanciesofelectedofficials.  Thesuccessorofanypersonsso
removedshallholdofficeduringtheunexpiredtermofthepersonremoved. 
1979, Prop. 9; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section12-1.9.ImmunitytoRecall. 
Thequestionoftheremovalofanyofficershallnotbesubmittedtothevotersuntilsuch

personhasservedsixmonthsofthetermduringwhichtheofficerissoughttoberecalled, nor, in
thecaseofanofficerretainedinarecallelection, untiloneyearafterthatelection. 
1979, Prop. 9; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1;2010, Prop. 7, sec. 55.) 

CHAPTER2
IMPEACHMENT

Section12-2.1.ImpeachmentofElectedOfficers. 
Anyelectedofficerorofficerappointedtoavacancyinanyelectedofficemaybe

impeachedformalfeasance, misfeasance, nonfeasance, ormaladministrationinoffice. The
circuitcourtshallbeacourtofimpeachmentforthetrialofanysuchofficerwhomaybecharged
onanyoftheforegoinggrounds. Thechargesshallbesetforthindetailinwritinginaverified
petitionforimpeachmentsignedbynotlessthantwopercentofregisteredvotersinthecountyin
thelastgeneralelectionforimpeachmentofthemayororprosecutingattorney, orbynotless
thantwopercentofregisteredvotersintherespectivecouncildistrictinthelastgeneralelection
forimpeachmentofacouncilmember.  Anypersonwhosignsaverifiedpetitionfor
impeachmentofthemayororprosecutingattorneyshallbearegisteredvoterinthecounty,and
anypersonwhosignsaverifiedpetitionforimpeachmentofacouncilmembershallbea
registeredvoterintherespectivecouncildistrict. 

Thecourtshallsitwithoutajuryandshallproceedaccordingtotheformrequiredforthe
trialofallcivilcases. 

Ifthecourtsustainsthecharge, theofficershallbedeemedremovedfromofficeandthe
officedeclaredvacantunderthischarter. 
1979, Prop. 9; 2006, Ord. No. 06-84, sec. 2.) 

ARTICLEXIII
GENERALPROVISIONS

Section13-1.Definitions. 
Asusedinthischarter: 
a)“ Agency” meansanyoffice, department, board, commissionorother

governmentalunitofthecounty. 
b)“ ExecutiveAgency” meansanyagencyordepartmentoftheexecutivebranchof

thecountygovernment. 

51



c)“ Employee” meansanyperson, exceptanofficer, employedbythecountyorany
agencythereofbutthetermshallnotincludeanindependentcontractor. 

d)“ Officer” includesthefollowing: 
1) Mayorandmembersofthecouncil. 
2) Anypersonelectedorappointedasadministrativeheadofanyagencyof

thecountyorappointedasamemberofanyboardorcommission
providedforinthischarter. 

3) Anypersonappointedbyaboardorcommissionastheadministrative
headofanyagencyofthecounty. 

4) Deputy, assistantordivisionchiefappointedbytheadministrativeheadof
anyagencyofthecounty. 

5) Assistantordeputiesofthecorporationcounselandprosecutingattorney. 
e)“ State” meanstheStateofHawai‘i. 
f)“Vacancy” shallhavethefollowingmeaning:Anyelectiveofficeshallbecome

vacantonthehappeningofanyoneofthefollowingeventsbeforeexpirationof
theterm: 
1) Death. 
2) Resignation. 
3) Uponthedeterminationbythecountyclerkthattheofficerwasnotaduly

qualifiedelectorofthecounty, and, ifrequired, notadulyqualifiedelector
ofthedistrictofwhichtheofficerwaselectedimmediatelyprecedingthe
electionorappointment. 

4) Ceasingtobearesidentvoterofthecountyasdeterminedbythecounty
clerkandinthecaseofanofficerelectedtoaseatrequiringresidencyina
district, ceasingtobearesidentvoterofthatdistrictasdeterminedbythe
countyclerk. 

5) Absencefromthecounty, unlessoncountyauthorizedbusiness, fora
periodofthreeconsecutivemonths, withoutgoodcause. 

6) Removalbyrecallasprovidedbythischarter. 
7) Removalbyimpeachmentproceedingsformalfeasance, misfeasance,  

nonfeasance, ormaladministrationinofficeasprovidedbythischarter. 
8) Uponthedeterminationbythreeimpartial, licensedphysiciansselectedby

thecouncilthattheofficerismentallyorphysicallyinfirmordisabledand
willbeunabletodischargetheofficer’sdutiesfortheremainderofthe
term.  Suchactionshallbeinitiatedbyamajorityvoteoftheentire
council. 

9) Uponfilingnominationpapersforanotherelectiveofficeifthetermofthe
officesoughtbeginsbeforetheendofthetermoftheofficeheld. 

10) Upontheconvictionofanyfelonyinanyjurisdiction. 
Ifanyoftheaboveeventsoccursaftertheelection, butpriortothe

commencementoftheterm, theofficeisvacantatthetimethetermcommences. 
1979, Prop. 10; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 1996, Ord. No. 96-86, sec. 2;2010, Prop. 7, sec. 56.) 

Section13-2.Titles, Subtitles, PersonalPronouns; Constructions. 
Titlesandsubtitlesshallnotbeusedforpurposesofconstruingthischarter.  Whenany

personalpronounappearsinthischarter, itshallbeconstruedtomeaneithersex. 
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Section13-3.Appointments. 
Noappointingauthorityshallappointanypersontoanyofficeorpositionwhichis

exemptfromthecivilservicelawsuntilsatisfiedbyproperinvestigationthatthepersontobe
appointedisfullyqualifiedbyexperienceandabilitytoperformthedutiesofthatofficeor
position. 
1990, Prop. 6, sec. 1andProp. 14, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 2, sec. 11,Prop. 3, sec. 2,andProp. 7, sec. 12.) 

Section13-4.BoardsandCommissions. 
Exceptasotherwiseprovidedinthischarter, allboardsandcommissionsspecifically

establishedbythischartershallbegovernedbythefollowingprovisions: 
a) Themembersshallservestaggeredtermsoffiveyears.  Upontheinitial

appointmentofthemembersofacommissionconsistingoffivemembers, one
shallbeappointedforatermofoneyear, oneforatermoftwoyears, onefora
termofthreeyears, oneforatermoffouryears, andoneforatermoffiveyears.   
Upontheinitialappointmentofthemembersofacommissionconsistingofseven
members, oneshallbeappointedforatermofoneyear, oneforatermoftwo
years, twoforatermofthreeyears, twoforatermoffouryears, andonefora
termoffiveyears.  Upontheinitialappointmentofacommissionconsistingof
ninemembers, oneshallbeappointedtoatermofoneyear, twoforatermoftwo
years, twoforatermofthreeyears, twoforatermoffouryears, andtwofora
termoffiveyears. 

b) Themembersshallbeappointedbythemayor, andconfirmedbythecouncil, and
mayberemoveduponrecommendationbythemayorandtheapprovalofthe
council. 

c) Nomembershallbeeligibleforasecondappointmenttothesameboardor
commissionpriortotheexpirationoftwoyears, however, membersofanyboard
orcommissionappointedforatermoftwoyearsorlessshallbeeligibleto
succeedthemselvesforanadditionalfullterm. 

d) Nomemberwhosetermhasexpiredshallcontinuetoserveonsuchboardor
commission, exceptthatifnosuccessorhasbeenappointedandconfirmed, the
membershallcontinuetoserveforninetydaysoruntilasuccessorisappointed
andconfirmed, whichevercomesfirst. 

e) Anyvacancyoccurringinanyboardorcommissionshallbefilledforthe
unexpiredterm. 

f) Notmorethanabaremajorityofthemembersshallbelongtothesamepolitical
party. 

g) Membersshallreceivenocompensationbutshallbereimbursedfornecessary
expensesincurredintheperformanceoftheirduties.  Necessaryexpensesmaybe
paidinadvanceasperdiemallowancewhichshallbeestablishedbyordinance.  
Membersofboardsandcommissionswhodonotreceivecompensationfromtheir
employersduringthetimetheyareservingonboardsandcommissionsmaybe
reimbursedbythecountyforactualworkhourslostatthestraighttimerateofpay
ofsuchmembersintheirregularemploymentbutinnocaseshallsuch
reimbursementexceedtwotimesthestateminimumwagehourrate. 

h) Achairpersonshallbeelectedfromitsmembershipannually. 
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i) Theaffirmativevoteofamajorityoftheentiremembershiptowhichaboardor
commissionisentitledshallbenecessarytomakeanyactionvalid; exceptthatin
thecaseofaboardorcommissionwhichhasonlyadvisoryfunctions, the
affirmativevoteofamajorityofthosepresentshallbesufficienttomakeany
actionvalid. 

j) Eachboardandcommissionshallhavethepowertoestablishitsrulesof
procedurenecessaryfortheconductofitsbusiness, whichrulesshallcontainthe
timeandplaceofallregularmeetings, andwhichshallspecifythataquorumshall
beamajorityofthememberstowhichtheboardorcommissionisentitled. 

k) Notwithstandinganyotherprovisioninthischarter, nopersonshall, byreasonof
occupationalone, bebarredfromservingasamemberofanyboardor
commission. 

l) Thecouncilshallacttoconfirmorrejectanyappointmentmadetoaboardor
commissionbythemayorwithinforty-fivedaysafterreceivingnoticeofthe
appointmentfromthemayor.  Ifthecouncildoesnotconfirmorrejectanysuch
appointmentwithinforty-fivedays, theappointeeshallbedeemedtohavebeen
confirmed. 

m) Theredrawingofcouncildistrictboundariesduringacommissionmember’sterm
shallnotaffectamember’seligibilitytorepresentthedistricttowhichthe
memberwasappointed. 

1979, Prop. 11andProp. 13; 1990, Prop. 8, sec. 1,Prop. 9, sec. 1,Prop.13, secs. 1and2, andProp. 14,  
sec.1; 2000, Prop. 5, sec. 1andProp. 16, sec. 1; 2006, Ord. No. 06-51, sec. 2; 2010, Prop. 17, sec. 1.) 

Section13-5.OathsofOffice. 
Beforeenteringuponthedutiesoftheiroffice, eachofficerelectedorappointedshall

subscribetotheoathoraffirmationbeforesomepersondulyqualifiedtoadministeroaths: 
Idosolemnlyswear (oraffirm) thatIwillsupportanddefendtheConstitutionoftheUnited

StatesofAmerica, andtheConstitutionoftheStateofHawai‘i, andthatIwillfaithfully
dischargemydutiesas …tothebestofmyability.” 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1;2010, Prop. 7, sec. 57.) 

Section13-6.BondingOfficers. 
Thedirectoroffinanceandsuchothercountyofficersoremployeesasthecouncilmay

requireshallfurnishbondsintheamountandwiththesuretyprescribedbythecouncilby
ordinance.  Thepremiumsonsuchbondsshallbepaidbythecounty. 

Section13-7.RulesandRegulations. 
Exceptasotherwiseprovidedinthischarter, allrulesandregulationshavingtheforce

andeffectoflawadoptedbyanyboard, commissionoradministrativeheadofadepartmentshall
beapprovedbythemayorbeforegoingintoeffect.  Theprovisionsofthissectionshallbe
applicabletoserviceratesorfees, licensefeesandothercharges. 
1990, Prop. 16, sec. 4;2010, Prop. 7, sec. 58.) 
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Section13-8.TermofOfficeofDepartmentHeads. 
Thetermofofficeofdepartmentheads, deputiesandassistantsshallbeco-terminous

withthatoftheappointingauthority; provided, thatwhereasuccessorhasnotbeenappointed,a
departmenthead, deputyorassistant, asthecasemaybe, shallcontinueinofficependingsuch
appointment.  Thecouncilshallconfirmordenyconfirmationwithinsixtydaysofthe
appointmentofanydepartmenthead.  Ifthecouncildoesnotactwithinsixtydays, the
departmentheadshallbedeemedtobeconfirmed.  Thedepartmentheadshalltakeofficeupon
appointmentbutshallnotcontinueinofficeifthecouncildeniesconfirmation. 
1990, Prop. 9, sec. 2.) 

Section13-9.Non-CivilServiceStatusandClassification. 
Fromandafterthefulleffectivedateofthischarter, noemployeesorofficersofthe

countywhoareexemptfromthecivilservicelawsshallhavetheirpositionsincludedina
positionclassificationplanestablishedunderthecivilservicelaws. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section13-10.Prohibitions. 
Nopersonwhoseeksappointmentorpromotionwithrespecttoanycountypositionor

appointivecountyadministrativeofficeshalldirectlyorindirectlygive, renderorpayany
money, serviceorothervaluablethingtoanypersonfororinconnectionwiththeirtest,  
appointment, proposedappointmentpromotionorproposedpromotion.  

Fromandaftertheeffectivedateofthischarternopersonwhohasthepowerof
appointmentunderthischarterorordinanceenactedpursuanttheretoshallappoint, employ,  
promoteoradvanceanindividualwhoisarelativeoftheappointingauthoritytoanyofficeor
positionundertheirsupervision; provided, thattheprovisionofthisparagraphshallnotbe
construedtoprohibittheappointmentofarelativewhosenameappearsontheeligibilitylist
submittedbythedirectorofhumanresourcesinaccordancewiththecivilservicelawsandthe
rulesandregulationspromulgatedpursuantthereto.  

Theword “relative” asusedinthissectionshallmeananindividualwhoisrelatedtothe
appointingauthorityasfather, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, firstcousin,  
nephew, niece, husband, wife, father-in-law, mother-in-law, step-father, step-mother, step-son,  
step-brother, step-daughter, step-sister, half-brother, orhalf-sister. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2006, Ord. No. 06-60, sec. 3.) 

Section13-11.Penalties. 
Thecouncilmay,byordinance, provideforthepunishmentofviolationsofany

provisionsofthischarter, ofordinances, orofrulesandregulations, bycivilfines, either
administrativelyorjudiciallyimposed, orcriminalprosecution, orboth.  Nocriminalpenalty
shallexceedtheamountoftwothousanddollarsfineoroneyearofimprisonment, orboth.   
Criminalprosecutionshallbeasprovidedbylawfortheprosecutionofmisdemeanors. 
2008, Ord. No. 08-82, sec. 2;2010, Prop. 7, sec. 59.) 

Section13-12.AcceptanceofGiftsorDonations. 
Thecouncil, onbehalfofthecounty, mayacceptgiftsofdonationsofmoney, securities

orotherpersonalpropertyorofrealestateoranyinterestinrealestate. 
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Section13-13.Contracts. 
Thecountymayenterintocontractswithprivateparties, othercounties, theStateorthe

UnitedStatesfortheperformanceofanyfunctionoractivitywhichthecountyisauthorizedto
perform.  Allwrittencontractstowhichthecountyisapartyshall:   

a) Beapprovedbythecorporationcounselastoformandlegality. 
b) Beauthorizedbythecouncilbyresolutioniflegislativeactionisnecessaryto

implementthecontract. 
c) Exceptasotherwiseprovided, besignedbythemayor. 
d) Beapprovedbythedirectoroffinanceastotheavailabilityoffundsinthe

amountsandforthepurposessetforththereiniftheyinvolvefinancialobligations
ofthecounty.  Suchcontractsshallnotextendbeyondthetermforwhichan
appropriationtofinancesuchobligationshasbeenmade, exceptasotherwise
providedbythischarter.  Thisprovisionshallnotapplytoobligationsforthe
procurementofutilityservices. 

Section13-14.FacsimileSignatures. 
Wheneveranypersonisrequiredtosignonbehalfofthecountynegotiableinstruments

ormultiplebonds, thesignaturemaybeafacsimile. 

Section13-15.TitletoProperty. 
Exceptasotherwiseprovidedbylaw, titletoallpropertyacquiredbyanyagencyofthe

countyshallbevestedinthecounty. 

Section13-16.PaymentofMoneysOutoftheCountyTreasury. 
Alldisbursementsofcounty-controlledfundsshallbemadepursuanttoprocedures

prescribedbythedirectoroffinance. 

Section13-17.Expenses. 
Subjecttoproceduresprescribedbythedirectoroffinanceandapprovedbythemayor,  

allofficersandemployeesofthecountyshallbeentitledtotravelorothernecessaryexpensesin
theperformanceoftheirofficialdutiesasprovidedbyordinance. 

Section13-18.Claims. 
Noactionshallbemaintainedfortherecoveryofdamagesforanyinjurytopersonsor

propertybyreasonofnegligenceorotheractofanyofficialoremployeeofthecountyunlessa
writtenstatementstatingfullywhen, whereandhowtheinjuriesoccurred, theapparentextent
thereofandthetentativeamountclaimedthereforshallhavebeenfiledwiththecountyclerk
withintwoyearsafterthedatetheinjurywassustained. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 

Section13-19.AnnualReports. 
Notlaterthanninetydaysafterthecloseofthefiscalyear, eachagencyofthecounty

shallmakeanannualwrittenreportofitsactivitiestothemayorinsuchformandundersuch
rulesasthemayormayprescribe.  

Notlaterthanonehundredtwentydaysafterthecloseofthefiscalyear, themayorshall
publishanannualreportconcerningtheactivitiesofallagenciesofthecounty.  Acopyofsuch
reportshallbefiledintheofficeofthecountyclerk. 
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Section13-20.RecordsandMeetingsOpentoThePublic. 
a) Allbooks, minutesandrecordsofeveryagencyofthecountyshallbeopentothe

inspectionofanypersonatanytimeduringbusinesshours, exceptasotherwiseprovided
bylaw.  Certifiedcopiesorextractsfromsuchbooksandrecordsshallbegivenbythe
officerwhohascustodyofsametoanypersonrequestingsuchcopiesandextractsand
payingortenderingareasonablefeetobefixedbythecouncil. 

b) Allmeetingsofthecouncil, boardsandcommissionsshallbeheldinthecouncilmeeting
roomorotherpublicplacesandnosuchbodiesshalltakeanyofficialactionexceptata
meetingopentothepublic.Wherepersonalmattersaffectingtheprivacyofan
individualaretobeconsidered, thecouncil, boardorcommissionmay, attherequestof
theindividualinvolved, considersuchmattersinclosedsession; however, anyofficial
actionresultingtherefromshallbeacteduponinanopenmeeting.  Boardsand
commissionsthatareempoweredtogiveexaminationstodeterminethecapabilitiesof
individualsshallbeexceptedfromtheprovisionsofthissectionwhentechnical
examinationsandquestionnairesarebeingdraftedbysuchbodies. 

Theterm “officialaction” asusedinthissectionmeansacollectivedecisionmadeby
amajorityofthemembersofthecouncil, boardorcommission, oranactualvotebya
majorityofthemembersofthecouncil, boardorcommission, whensittingasabodyor
anentity, uponanymatterbeforethecouncil, boardorcommission. 

c) Thecouncil, boardorcommissionshallprovidenoticeofanyregular, special,  
rescheduledoremergencymeetingaccordingtotheprovisionsoftheHawai‘iRevised
Statutes. 

d) Businessconductedbythecouncil, boardorcommissionduringameetingwhichdoes
notconformtotheprovisionsofthissectionshallbenullandvoid. 

e) Newsgatherer’ssources, privileged.  Nolegislativeoradministrativebody, oranyother
countybodyhavingthepowertoissuesubpoenasshalladjudgeincontemptany
publisher, editor,orreporter, whoisorwasconnectedwithoremployedbyanewspaper,  
pressassociation, wireservice,oraradioortelevisionstation, forrefusingtodisclose, in
anycountyaction, hearing, investigation, inquest, orinquiry, thesourceofany
informationprocuredwhileconnectedoremployedbythenewspaper, pressassociation,  
wireservice, orstationforpublicationinanewspaperorfornewsornewscommentary
purposesonradioortelevision. 

1974, Ord. No. 58, sec. 1; 1990, Prop. 10, sec. 5; 2010, Prop. 7, secs. 60and61,Prop. 18, sec. 1, and
Prop. 19, sec. 6; 2012, Ord. No. 11-85, sec. 2.) 

Section13-21.CooperationwithOtherAgencies. 
Intheperformanceofitsfunctions, eachagencyofthecountyshallcooperatewith

privateagenciesandwithagenciesofthegovernmentsoftheUnitedStates, theStateandother
statesandwithanyoftheirpoliticalsubdivisionshavingsimilarfunctions. 
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Section13-22.CoordinationofWork. 
Themayorshalldeviseapracticalandworkingbasisforthecooperationand

coordinationofworkbythevariousagenciestoeliminateduplicationandoverlappingof
functions, andsuchagenciesshall, sofaraspracticable, cooperatewitheachotherintheuseof
employees, land, building, quarters, facilitiesandequipment.  Theheadofanyagencymay
empowerorrequireanemployeeofanotheragency, subjecttotheconsentoftheheadofsuch
otheragency, toperformanydutywhichmightberequiredoftheemployeesofthatagency.   
Wheneverinthischarterpowerisvestedinanagencytoinspect,examineorsecuredataor
informationortoprocureassistancefromanyotheragency, adutyisherebyimposeduponthe
agencyuponwhichdemandismadetorendersuchpowereffective. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section13-23.DeclarationofEmergencies. 
Themayormaydeclareemergencieswhenthepeace, life, property, health, safetyor

moralsofthecommunityareendangered, butfailureorrefusaltomakesuchadeclarationshall
notprecludethecouncilfromfindingthatanemergencyexists. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section13-24.WaiverofCharterProvisions. 
Ifanyprovisionofthischarterjeopardizesthereceiptbythecountyofanyfederalgrant- 

in-aidorotherfederalallotmentofmoney, suchprovisionmay, insofarassuchfundis
jeopardized, bewaivedbythecounciluponrecommendationofthemayor.  Waivershallbe
accomplishedbyordinanceadoptedasprescribedinSection3-11exceptthatadulyadvertised
publichearingshallbeheldbetweenfirstandsecondreadings.  Suchwaivershallcontinuein
effectonlyfortheperiodoftimerequiredbythespecificgrant-in-aidorallotment. 
1979, Prop. 13;2010, Prop. 7, sec. 62.) 

Section13-25.Separability. 
Ifanyprovisionofthischarterisheldunconstitutionalorinvalid, theotherprovisionsof

thischartershallnotbeaffectedthereby.  Iftheapplicationofthecharterorofanyofits
provisionstoanypersonorcircumstanceisheldunconstitutionalorinvalidtheapplicationofthe
charteranditsprovisionstootherpersonsorcircumstancesshallnotbeaffectedthereby. 

Section13-26.PublicDefender. 
Theofficeofpublicdefendershallbeestablishedbyordinanceofthecouncilwhenthere

isnootherprivateorpublicagencywhichisadequatelyperformingthisfunction. 

Section13-27.CountyElection. 
a) Nopersonshallbeacandidateformorethanoneelectiveofficeinthesameelection. If

nopersoniselectedtoacountyoffice, thecountycouncilshallappointapersontofill
suchoffice.  Countyelectionsshallbeconductedinaccordancewiththeelectionlawsof
thestateinsofarasapplicable. 

b) Allcountyelectiveofficers—mayor,councilmembers, andprosecutingattorney—shall
beelectedinnonpartisanspecialelections.  Suchspecialelectionsshallbeheldwiththe
primaryandgeneralelectionsoftheapplicableyear. 
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c) Firstspecialelection.  Thefirstspecialelectionshallbeheldwiththeregularlyscheduled
primaryelection.  Anycandidateformayor, prosecutingattorneyorcouncilreceivinga
majorityofallvotesvalidlycastforcandidatesforthatoffice, excludingblankand
spoiledballots, shallbedeemedelected. Ifthereisonlyonecandidatefortheoffice, that
candidateshallbedeemedelectedregardlessofthenumberofvotesreceived. 

d) Secondspecialelection.  Thesecondspecialelectionshallbeheldwiththeregularly
scheduledgeneralelection.  Unlessacandidatehasbeenelectedinthefirstspecial
election, thetwocandidatesreceivingthehighestnumberofvotesfortheofficein
questioninthefirstspecialelectionshallbeplacedontheballotforthesecondspecial
election.  Atthesecondspecialelectionthecandidatereceivingthehighestnumberof
votesforeachrespectiveofficeshallbedeemedelected. 

1979, Prop. 10; 2000, Prop. 1, sec. 1.) 

Section13-28.Compensation; SalaryCommission. 
a) Thesalaryofallcountyelectedofficialsandappointeddirectorsanddeputydirectorsof

departmentsandexecutiveagenciesshallbeestablishedbyasalarycommissionwhich
shallconsistofninemembersappointedbythemayorwiththeapprovalofthecouncil, in
themannerprescribedinSection13-4(b).  Themembersmayberemovedinthemanner
prescribedinSection13-4(b). 

b) Onemembershallbearesidentofeachcouncildistrict.Inaddition, thedirectorof
humanresourcesanddeputydirectorofhumanresourcesshallserveasex-officio
membersofthecommissioninanadvisorycapacity. 

c) Thecommissionshallestablishitsrulesofprocedure, whichshallprovidethatitmeetat
leastannually,andadoptrulesandregulationshavingtheforceandeffectoflaw. 

d) Thecommissionshallreviewandcompensateallcountyelectedofficialsandappointed
directorsanddeputydirectorssothattheirtotalsalariesandbenefitshaveareasonable
relationshiptocompensationinthepublicandprivatesectors.  Thesalarycommission
shallconsultwiththoseboardsandcommissionswhichhaveappointingauthorityfor
departmentheads. 

e) Atleastthirtydayspriortotheapprovalofanysalaryadjustment, thesalarycommission
shall: 
1) Publishatleastonceinatleasttwodailynewspapersofgeneralcirculationinthe

countyadetailedaccountofitsproposal, orproposals, includingspecific
increasesordecreasesinbothactualdollaramountsandpercentages; 

2) HoldatleastonepublichearingineithereastHawai‘iorwestHawai‘i, provided
thatanypublichearingshallbeconductedusingvideoconferencetechnologyto
allowforpublicparticipationfrombotheastandwestHawai‘i; and

3) Submitcopiesofadetailedreportofthecommission’sfindingsandconclusions
usedtodevelopitsproposal, orproposals, totheofficeofthecountyclerkandthe
officeofthemayorforpublicinspection.  
Thepublicnoticerequiredpursuanttothissubsectionshallincludenotification

thatthereportofthecommission’sfindingsandconclusionsisavailableforpublic
inspectionattheaforementionedlocations. 
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f) Anyadjustmentthatincreasesordecreasesanysalarybymorethantenpercentshall
requireanaffirmativevoteoftwo-thirdsoftheentiremembershipofthesalary
commission. 

1974, Ord. No.56, sec. 2; 1979, Prop13; 1990, Prop. 5, sec. 1; 2000, Prop. 10, sec. 1; 2006, Ord. No.  
06-60, sec. 4; 2018, Ord. No. 18-30, sec. 1.) 

Section13-29.ConservationofNaturalandCulturalResources. 
Forthebenefitofpresentandfuturegenerations, thecountyshallconserveandprotect

Hawai‘i’snaturalbeautyandallnaturalandculturalresources, includingbutnotlimitedtoland,  
water, air, minerals, energysources, wahipana, surfspots, historicsites, andhistoricstructures,  
andshallpromotethedevelopmentandutilizationoftheseresourcesinamannerconsistentwith
theirconservationandinfurtheranceoftheself-sufficiencyofthecounty.  Allpublicnaturaland
culturalresourcesareheldintrustbythecountyforthebenefitofthepeople. 
2010, Prop. 6, sec. 1.) 

ARTICLEXIV
CODEOFETHICS

Section14-1.EnactmentandPolicy. 
a) Thecouncilshalladoptbyordinanceacodeofethicswhichshallprovideasaminimum

standardtheprovisionsofthisarticle.  Morestringentprovisionsmaybeenacted. 
b) Electedandappointedofficersandemployeesshalldemonstratethehigheststandardof

ethicalconductsothatthepublicmayhavetrustandconfidenceintheintegrityofthe
government. 

2000, Prop. 15, sec. 1.) 

Section14-2.Standards. 
Itshallconstituteaconflictofinterestforemployeesorofficersofthecountyto: 
a) Solicitoracceptgifts, loans, gratuities, favors, promisesorserviceswiththe

understandingthatthesamemayinfluencetheemployeesorofficersintheproper
dischargeoftheirofficialduties. 

b) Usetheirofficialpositiontosecurespecialprivileges, consideration, treatmentor
exemptiontothemselvesoranypersonbeyondthatwhichisavailabletoevery
otherperson. 

c) Engageinanybusiness, transactionoractivityorhaveafinancialinterest, direct
orindirect, whichmightreasonablytendtobeincompatiblewiththeproper
dischargeoftheirofficialdutiesortoimpairtheirindependenceofjudgmentin
theperformanceoftheirofficialduties. 

d) Receiveanycompensationfortheirservicesasanofficeroremployeeofthe
countyfromanyothersourceotherthanthecounty, exceptasotherwiseprovided
bythischarterorbylaw. 

e) Appearinbehalfofprivateinterestsforcompensationbeforeanyagencyofthe
countyotherthanacourtoflaw, norrepresentprivateinterestsinanyactionor
proceedingagainsttheinterestofthecountyinanylitigationtowhichthecounty
isaparty.  Anofficerservingthecountywithoutcompensation, however, may
appearforcompensationinbehalfofprivateinterestsbeforecountyagencies
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otherthantheoneonwhichtheofficerservesandotherthanthoseagenciesthat
havethepowertoreviewtheactionsoftheagencyonwhichtheofficerserves,or
toactonthesamesubjectmatterastheagencyonwhichtheofficerserves. 

f) Acceptaretainer, compensationorelectioncampaigncontributionthatis
contingentuponactionbyacountyagency. 

1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section14-3.DisclosureofInterest. 
Itshallbeincumbentuponallemployeesorofficersofthecountyto:  
a) Makefulldisclosureinwritingtotheappointingauthorityortothecouncilinthe

caseofanelectiveofficer, thepossessionoracquisitionofanyinterests, financial
orotherwiseasmightreasonablytendtocreateaconflictwiththepublicinterest.   
Anymemberofthecouncilwhoknowsofapersonalinterest, directorindirect, in
anyactionproposedorpendingbeforethecouncilshalldisclosesuchinterest
priortothetakingofanyvotethereon. 

b) Fileacopyofsuchdisclosurewiththecountyclerkwhichshallbecomeamatter
ofpublicrecord. 

1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1.) 

Section14-4.ConductofEmployees. 
Officersandemployeesofthecountywhiledischargingtheirdutiesanddealingwiththe

publicshalladheretothefollowingprecepts: 
a) Allpublicpropertyandequipmentaretobetreatedasapublictrustandarenotto

beusedinaproprietarymannerorforpersonalpurposeswithoutproperconsent. 
b) Nopersoninasupervisorycapacityshallengageinpersonalorbusiness

relationshipswithsubordinateswhichmightintimidatesaidsubordinatesinthe
dischargeoftheirofficialduties. 

c) Allpersonsshallbetreatedinacourteous, fairandimpartialmanner. 
2010, Prop. 7, sec. 63.) 

Section14-5.BoardofEthics. 
Thereshallbeaboardofethicsappointedbythemayorwiththeapprovalofthecouncil.   

Itshallconsistoffivememberswhoshallberesidentsofthecounty.  Eachshallserveforaterm
offiveyears.  Upontheinitialappointmentofmemberspursuanttothischarter, oneshallbe
appointedforatermofoneyear, oneforatermoftwoyears, oneforatermofthreeyears, one
foratermoffouryearsandoneforatermoffiveyears.  Theboardshallestablishitsrulesof
procedure.  Withoutlimitationofitsfunctions, theboardshall: 

a) Interpretthecodeofethicsforbothcountyofficialsandthepublicandonitsown
mayinitiateandrenderopinionswithrespectthereto. 

b) Renderadvisoryopinionstocountyofficersandemployeeswithrespecttothe
codeofethicspursuanttowrittenrequestsbyofficersandemployees. 

c) Receiveandinitiatecomplaintsofviolationsofthecodeofethicsandtransmit
suchcomplaintstothecouncilortheappropriateappointingauthority, alongwith
anypertinentadvisoryopinionsthereto. 

d) Holdhearingsorconductinvestigationsconcerningapplicationofthecodeof
ethicsandmakepublicsuchviolationsofthecodethatcometoitsattention. 
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e) Publishadvisoryopinionswithsuchdeletionsasmaybenecessarytoprevent
disclosureofidentityofpersonsinvolvedwheresuchopinionsarerendered
pursuanttosubsection (b) above. 

f) Proposerevisionstothecodeofethicswherenotinconsistentwiththischarter. 
2010, Prop. 7, sec. 64.) 

Section14-6.Penalties. 
ThefailuretocomplywiththeprovisionsofSections14-2to14-4, inclusive, shall

constituteacauseforsuspension, removalfromofficeoremployment, orsuchotherpenaltyas
thecouncilmayprescribebyordinance.  Nothinghereinshallprecludeanyotherremedy
availableagainsttheofficeroremployeeofthecountyasprovidedbylaw. 
2010, Prop. 7, sec. 65.) 

ARTICLEXV
CHARTERAMENDMENTORREVISION

Section15-1.InitiationofAmendmentsorRevisions. 
Amendmentsorrevisionsofthischartermaybeinitiatedonlyinthefollowingmanner: 
a) Byordinanceofthecounciladoptedafterthreereadingsonseparatedaysand

passedbytheaffirmativevoteoftwo-thirdsoftheentiremembership. 
b) Bypetitionpresentedtothecouncil, signedbyqualifiedelectorsequalinnumber

toatleasttwentypercentofthetotalballotscastinthelastprecedinggeneral
election, settingforththeproposedamendmentsorrevisions.  Suchpetitionshall
designateandauthorizenotlessthanthreenormorethanfiveofthesigners
theretotoapproveanyalterationorchangeintheformorlanguageorany
restatementofthetextoftheproposedamendmentsorrevisionswhichmaybe
madebythecorporationcounsel. 

Eachelectorsigningsuchpetitionshallprinttheirname, whichshallbereasonably
similartotheirnameasitappearsonthegeneralcountyregisterfortheCountyofHawai‘i,  
residenceaddress, andaddtheirsignature, monthanddayoftheirbirthdate, andthelastfour
digitsoftheirsocialsecuritynumberonsaidpetition. Signaturesmaybeonseparatesheetsbut
eachsheetshallhaveappendedtoittheaffidavitofsomepersonthattothebestoftheaffiant’s
knowledgeandbeliefthepersonswhosesignaturesappearonthesheetareregisteredelectorsof
thecounty, thattheysignedwithknowledgeofthecontentsofthepetitionandthattheir
residencesarecorrectlygiven. 

Uponfilingofsuchpetitionwiththecouncil, thecountyclerkshallexaminethesameto
seewhetheritcontainsasufficientnumberofapparentlygenuinesignaturesofregisteredvoters.  
Theclerkmayquestionthegenuinenessofanysignatureappearingonthepetitionoraffidavit.  
Iftheclerkfindsthatanysuchsignatureonthepetitionoraffidavitisnotgenuine, theclerkshall
disregardsuchsignature.  Theclerkshalleliminateanysheetofthepetitionwhichisnot
accompaniedbyavalidaffidavit.  Theinvalidityofanysheetshallnotaffectthevalidityofthe
petitionifasufficientnumberofsignaturesremainaftereliminatingsuchinvalidsheet.  The
clerkshallcompletetheexaminationofthepetitionwithinthirtyworkingdays. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2006, Ord. No. 06-96, sec. 5; 2010, Prop. 3, sec. 1.) 
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Section15-2.ElectionstobeCalled. 
Uponadoptionofanordinanceproposingamendmentsorrevisionsofthischarter, or

uponthedeterminationbytheclerkthatapetitionforproposedamendmentsorrevisionsofthis
chartercontainstherequirednumberofsignatures, thecouncilshallbyresolutionprovidethat
theproposedamendmentsorrevisionsbesubmittedtotheelectorsofthecountyforapprovalat
thenextgeneralelection.  Anysuchresolutionshallprovideforthepublicationofthefulltextof
theproposedamendmentsorrevisionsinadailynewspaperofgeneralcirculationinthecounty
atleastforty-fivedayspriortosubmissiontotheelectorsofthecountyaswellasviaan
electronicmedium, suchastheInternet. 
2010, Prop. 19, sec. 7.) 

Section15-3.MandatoryCharterReviews. 
Thechartershallbereviewedin1989andeverytenthyearthereafter.  Notlaterthanthe

firstdayofJulypriortothecharterreviewyear, themayorwiththeconfirmationofthecouncil,  
shallappointachartercommissioncomposedofelevenmemberstostudyandreviewthe
operationofthegovernmentofthecountyunderthischarter.  Commissionmembers, nomore
thanamajorityofwhomshallbelongtothesamepoliticalparty, shallberepresentativeofthe
variousgeographicalareasofPuna, Ka‘, Kona, Kohala, Hmkua, andHilo. Thecouncilshall
appropriatefundstoenablethecommissiontocarryoutitsduties, includingthehiringof
necessarystaff. 

Thecommissionshallholdatleastonepublichearingineachofthegeographicalareas.   
Thecommissionmayproposeamendmentstotheexistingcharteroradraftofanewcharter
whichshallbesubmittedtothecountyclerk.  Uponreceiptoftheamendmentsorcharterinthe
formasproposedbythecommission, thecountyclerkshallprovideforthesubmissionofsuch
amendmentsorchartertotheelectorsofthecountyateitheraspecialelectionasdeterminedby
thecommissionoratthefirstgeneralelectionfollowingthecharterreviewyear.The
commissionshallpreparethelanguageofthequestiontobesubmittedtothevotersforeachof
theamendmentsitproposes. 

Thecommissionshallpublishnotlessthanforty-fivedaysbeforeanyelection, atleast
onceinatleasttwodailynewspapersofgeneralcirculationwithinthecounty, aswellasviaan
electronicmedium, suchastheInternet, abriefdigestoftheamendmentsorcharterandthe
purposethereofandanoticetotheelectoratethatcopiesoftheamendmentsorcharterare
availableattheofficeofthecountyclerk. 

Membersofthecommissionshallholdofficeuntiltheamendmentsorcharterisratified
orrejected. 

Ifthemajorityofthevotersvotinguponacharteramendmentvotesinfavorofitora
newcharter, ifanewcharterisproposed, theamendmentornewchartershallbecomeeffective
atthetimefixedintheamendmentorcharter. 
1979, Prop. 13; 1990, Prop. 10, sec. 6andProp. 15, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 66,Prop. 16, sec. 1, and

Prop. 19, sec. 8.) 
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Section15-4. FiscalImpactStatement. 
Fiscalimpactstatementsshallbepreparedbythedepartmentoffinanceforallproposed

amendmentsorrevisionstothischarter.  Eachfiscalimpactstatementshould, asmuchas
practicable, bewritteninamannerthatcanbeeasilyunderstoodbyvotersandshallinclude, but
notbelimitedto, anestimateoftheimmediateandanypotentialfutureeffectstheproposed
charteramendmentorrevision, ifenacted, willhaveoncountyrevenues, expenditures, taxes, and
fiscalliabilities.  Suchstatementsmayalsoincludegraphicstoillustratethefiscalimpactofthe
proposedamendmentorrevisioninthecontextofcountyresources. 

Fiscalimpactstatementsshallbecompletedatleastsixtycalendardayspriortothe
electionatwhichtheproposedamendmentorrevisionwillbeplacedontheballotandshall
appearonthecountywebsiteandbemadeavailableforinclusioninanyvoterinformation
pamphletwhichaddressescountyballotpropositions. 

Thecouncilmaybyordinanceprescribeadditionalrequirementsorrefinementstothe
provisionsofthissection. 
2018, Ord. No. 18-76, sec. 1.) 

ARTICLEXVI
TRANSITIONALPROVISIONS

Section16-1.Schedule. 
Afteritsratificationbytheelectorate, thischarter, asamended, shalltakefulleffecton

January1,1980. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 

Section16-2.InitialElectionsUndertheCharter. 
Thefirstcountyprimaryandgeneralelectionsunderthischartershallbeheldinthe

year1980. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 

Section16-3.ExistingLawsandConflictingLaws. 
Alllaws, ordinances, resolutions, rulesandregulationsinforceatthetimethischarter

takesfulleffect,andnotinconflictorinconsistentwiththischarter, areherebycontinuedin
forceuntilrepealed, amendedorsupersededbyproperauthority.  Alllawsrelatingtooraffecting
thiscountyoritsagencies, officersoremployees, andallcountyordinances, resolutions, orders
andregulationswhichareinforcewhenthischartertakesfulleffectarerepealedtotheextent
thattheyareinconsistentwithorinterferewiththeeffectiveoperationofthischarteror
ordinancesorresolutionsadoptedbythecountycouncilundertheprovisionsofthischarter. 
1979, Prop. 13.) 

Section16-4.StatusofAgenciesandTransferofFunctions. 
Whenthischartertakesfulleffect: 
a) Alloffices, departments, boardsandcommissions, thestatusofwhicharenot

specificallychangedorabolishedbythischarter, areherebyrecognized,  
continuedandestablishedandshallhavesuchpowers, dutiesandfunctionsas
providedbylaworordinance.  Membersofthevariousboardsandcommissions,  
excludingtheHawai‘iredevelopmentagency, holdingofficeattheeffectivedate
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ofthischartershallcontinueinofficeunlesstheyresignoruntiltheirtermsof
officeshallexpire, atwhichtimenewmembersshallbeappointedinaccordance
withthischarter. 

b) Thepublicworksboardofappealsandtheboardofappealsundertheplanning
departmentshallstandabolishedandtheirfunctionstransferredtotheextent
providedinSection6-9.2. 

c) Eachcountycivilserviceemployeeaffectedbythestatusofagenciesandtransfer
offunctionsunderthischartershallbeassignedtootheragenciesorexecutive
agenciesinthecountywithoutanylossinpay, providedtheemployeehadheld
thepositionforatleastoneyearpriortothefulleffectivedateofthischarter.   
Whenanemployee’spositionwhichhasbeensoaffectedbecomesvacant, that
positionshallstandabolishedunlessthepositionispermanentlycreatedinthe
tableoforganizationoftheagencyorexecutiveagencyconcerned. 

d) Nothinginthischartershallbedeemedtoaffectthecivilservicestatusof
incumbentdepartmentheadsordeputiesingovernmentservicepriortothe
adoptionofthischarter, andtheyshallcontinuetoexerciseanddischargethe
powersanddutiesoftheirrespectiveofficesuntilsuchtimeastheofficesbecome
vacantandsuccessorsshallhavequalifiedinaccordancewiththischarterorlaws
andordinancesenactedpursuantthereto. 

e) Everynon-civilserviceofficer, deputy, assistantorbureauheadaffectedbythe
statusofagenciesandtransferoffunctionsunderthischartermaybeabsorbed
intoapermanentcivilservicepositioninthesamedivisionorotheragenciesor
executiveagenciesasaconsequenceofthereorganizationprovisionsofthis
charterwithoutlossofvacationorsickleaveallowance, servicecreditorother
rightsandprivilegesandwithoutthenecessityofexamination; provided, thatsuch
officer, deputy, assistantorbureauheadpossesstheminimumqualificationsfor
thepositiontowhichtransferredorappointed.  Themethodandprocedurefor
suchappointmentortransfershallbeestablishedbyresolutionorordinance.  The
provisionofthissubsectionrelatingtocivilservicestatusshallnotapplytoany
officer, deputy, assistantorbureauheadwhoisappointedasadeputyorassistant
totheadministrativeheadofanyagencyunderthischarter. 

f) Non-civilserviceemployeesorofficerswhoarenottransferredorappointedand
whoseemploymentareterminatedasaconsequenceofthereorganization
provisionsofthechartershallhavetherighttohavetheirnamesplacedon
appropriatere-employmentlistsandshallbedeemedeligibleforcertificationto
positionsintheclassinwhichlastoccupiedorinarelatedclassinthesameor
lowergradeforwhichthequalificationrequirementsaremet; provided, that
writtenapplicationsforre-employmentwiththedepartmentofhumanresources
arefiledwithinthirtydaysaftertheterminationofemployment.  Such
certificationsshallexpirethreeyearsaftertheeffectivedateofthischarter. 

1979, Prop. 7andProp.13; 1990, Prop. 14,sec. 1;2006, Ord. No. 06-60, sec. 5; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 67.) 

Section16-5.TransferofRecordsandProperty. 
Allrecords, propertyandequipmentwhatsoeverofanyoffice, department, boardor

commission, thefunctionsofwhichareassignedtoanotheragencybythischarter, shallbe
transferredanddeliveredtotheagencytowhichsuchfunctionsaresoassigned. 
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Section16-6.StatusofPresentEmployees. 
Nolossofvacationallowances, servicecreditsorotherrightsandprivilegesonthepart

ofanyofficeroremployeeinthecivilserviceshallbecausedbytheadoptionofthischarter, but
nothingcontainedhereinshallbeconstruedtopreventfuturechangesinstatuspursuanttocivil
servicelaws. 

Section16-7.DepartmentHeadsContinuedinOffice. 
Notwithstandinganyprovisiontothecontrary, eachdepartmenthead,includingelected

departmentheadsanddepartmentheadsappointedbyboardsorcommissions, holdingoffice
whenthischartertakesfulleffectshallcontinueinofficeuntilasuccessortakesofficeoruntil
removedpursuanttotheprovisionsofthischarter. 
1990, Prop. 14, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 68.) 

Section16-8.PendingProceedings. 
Allpetitions, hearingsandotherproceedingspendingbeforeanyoffice, department,  

boardorcommissionandnotcompletedattheeffectivedateofthischartershallcontinueand
remaininfullforceandeffectandshallbecompletedbeforeorbytheoffice, department, board
orcommissionwhichsucceedstothepowersandfunctionsofsuchoffice, department, boardor
commission. 

Section16-9.LawfulObligationsoftheCounty. 
Alllawfulobligationsofthecountyexistingontheeffectivedateofthischarterandall

fines, taxes, penalties, forfeitures, obligationsandrightsdue, owingoraccruingtothecounty
andallwrits, prosecutions, actionsandproceedingsbyoragainstthecountyshallremain
unaffectedbytheadoptionofthischarter. 

Section16-10.Hawai‘iRedevelopmentAgency. 
TheHawai‘iredevelopmentagencyshallbeabolished, anditspowers, functions, rules

andregulationstransferredtotheplanningdirector, onJanuary1, 2001. 
2000, Prop. 12, sec. 1; 2010, Prop. 7, sec. 69.) 

Section16-11.TransitionalProvisionsConcerningFireDepartment. 
Theamendmentconcerningthefiredepartmentshalltakeeffectatnoononthefirst

MondayinDecemberfollowingitsapprovalbythevoters.  Thefirechiefservingimmediately
priortotheamendmenttakingeffectshallholdoverasinterimfirechiefuntiltheappointmentof
afirechiefbythefirecommission.  Ifthefirechief’sofficebecomesvacantbeforeappointment
ofafirechiefbythefirecommission, themayorshallappointaninterimfirechief, whoshall
serveuntiltheappointmentofafirechiefbythefirecommission. 
2000, Prop. 3, sec. 3.) 

Section16-12.BoardsandCommissionswithDistrictResidencyRequirements. 
Anycommissionmemberservingatthetimeoftheadoptionofthecouncildistrict

residencyrequirementintheyear2000mayservetheremainderoftheterm, regardlessof
residency.  Anyvacancymustbefilledbyaresidentofacouncildistrictnotrepresentedonthe
commission. 
2000, Prop. 9, sec. 4.) 
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RevisionHistory

TheCountyCharterprovidesthreemeansforproposingcharteramendments:   ordinance,  
petition, andbymandatorycommissionrevieweverytenyears.  Thecommissionreviewprocess
hasproducedsixty-sixproposals, ofwhichfifty-ninewereapprovedbythevoters.  Thefirst
mandatorycharterreviewwasconductedin1979anditwasculminatedbyaspecialelection
heldonNovember3, 1979, atwhichtenofthethirteenproposedamendmentswereapproved.   
Thesecondmandatorycharterreviewwasconductedin1990.  Atthegeneralelectionon
November6, 1990, fifteenoftheeighteenproposedamendmentswereapprovedbythevoters.   
OnNovember7, 2000, votersapprovedallsixteenoftheamendmentsproposedbythe2000
CharterCommission. OnNovember2, 2010, votersapprovedeighteenofthenineteen
amendmentsproposedbythe2010CharterCommission. 

Theothertwomeansforproposingcharteramendmentshavealsobeenemployed.  The
countycouncilhaspassedthirty-fourordinancesandsubmittedthemtotheelectorate,  
twenty-eightofwhichwereapproved.  Inoneinstance, aprovisionwasdeletedpursuanttoan
amendmentproposedviaacitizens’ petition.  Thisrevisionincorporatesthetwoamendments
proposedbythe2016-18Hawai‘iCountyCouncilandapprovedbythevotersduringthe2018
generalelection. 

January2, 1969Countycharterbecameeffective

November5, 1974Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 74-56Establishingsalarycommission-Approved
Ord. 74-57Relatingtobudgetsubmissiondates -Approved
Ord. 74-58Protectingnewsgatherer’ssources -Approved
Ord. 74-59Relatingtoelectedofficialsvacancies -Approved

November2, 1976Countycouncilsubmissiontotheelectorate: 
Ord. 76-182Loweringagerequirementforoffice-Rejected

November3, 1979Chartercommissionproposedthirteenchanges: 
Prop. 1. Relatingtocouncilcompositionandterms -Rejected
Prop. 2. Relatingtocouncilattorney -Rejected
Prop. 3. Initiationofgeneralplanamendments -Approved
Prop. 4. Requiringmandatoryprogramreview -Approved
Prop. 5. Redefiningauthorityofplanningdirector -Approved
Prop. 6. Relatingtodepartmentofwatersupply -Rejected
Prop. 7. Creatingboardofappeals -Approved
Prop. 8. Providingforcentralizedpurchasing -Approved
Prop. 9. Providingforrecallofelectedofficials -Approved
Prop. 10. Providingdefinitionof “vacancy” inoffice -Approved
Prop.11. Removingrestrictionsonoccupationforboard

membership -Approved
Prop. 12. Providingforcouncilconfirmationofappointees- 

Approved
Prop. 13.“ Minorandmiscellaneous” amendments-Approved
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November2, 1982Hawai‘iCountyTaxpayersAssociationproposedbypetitiondeletionof
section11-2, “LimitationstoPowers,” relatingtoinitiativeand
referendum -Approved

November6, 1984Countycouncilsubmissiontotheelectorate: 
Ord. 84-51Proposingsinglemembercouncildistrictsandthe

creationofareapportionmentcommissiontoredistrict
everyeightyears -Rejected

November6, 1990Chartercommissionproposedeighteenchanges: 
Prop. 1. Providingsinglemembercouncildistricts, reducedterms

Approved
Prop. 2. Providingchangestoinitiativeandreferendum - 

Rejected
Prop. 3. Expandingpowersofpolicecommissionandother

changes -Approved
Prop. 4. Changingbudgetprocess -Approved
Prop. 5. Councilconfirmationofsalarycommission, expanding

power -Approved
Prop. 6. Settingminimumqualificationsforappointedpositions - 

Approved
Prop. 7. Providingprocedurestofillvacancies -Approved
Prop. 8. Relatingtoholdoverboardandcommissionmembers - 

Approved
Prop. 9. Imposingtimelimitforconfirmationofappointees - 

Approved
Prop. 10. Requiringcharter-mandatedpublicationofnoticesintwo

newspapersratherthanone-Approved
Prop. 11. Fundingfordeputymanagingdirectoranddeputyfinance

director-Rejected
Prop. 12. Relatingtovotingrequirementforsignersofrecall

petitions -Approved
Prop. 13. Clarifyingquorumrequirementsforboards -Approved
Prop. 14. Providingforgenderneutrallanguage-Approved
Prop. 15. Authorizeschartercommissiontoprepareballotlanguage

andformatforitspropositions Approved
Prop. 16. Authorizingcharterrevisionswhereprovisionsare

inconsistentwithStatelaw-Approved
Prop. 17. Deletionofcertainpowersofplanningcommission - 

Approved
Prop. A. Relatingtocontractsforservicesbycountycouncil - 

Rejected

November3, 1992 Countycouncilsubmissiontotheelectorate: 
Ord. 92-80Proposinglongercouncilterms, notcoterminouswith

mayor, andtermlimit -Rejected

November8, 1994Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 93-68Increasingpolicecommissionmembership, district

representation -Approved
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Ord. 94-50Changingcentralizedpurchasingprovisions -Approved
Ord. 94-59Changingfromannualtobienniumbudget -Rejected

November5, 1996Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 95-20Limitingnumberofconsecutivetermsforcouncil

members -Approved
Ord. 96-86Changing “resigntorun” provision -Approved

November3, 1998Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 98-17Establishingdatasystemsdepartment -Approved
Ord. 98-78Providinglongercouncilterms -Rejected
Ord. 98-83Providingchangesrelatingtoplanningcommissionand

planningdirector-Approved

November7, 2000Chartercommissionproposedsixteenchanges: 
Prop. 1. Establishingnonpartisanelections -Approved
Prop. 2. Expandingdutiesofmanagingdirector,departmental

reorganization -Approved
Prop. 3. Establishingfirecommission -Approved
Prop. 4. Establishingdepartmentofenvironmentalmanagement - 

Approved
Prop. 5. Relatingtoholdoverboardandcommissionmembers - 

Approved
Prop. 6. Eliminatingsafetycoordinator -Approved
Prop. 7. Providingstrongerqualificationsfordepartmentheads - 

Approved
Prop. 8. Creatingpolicystatementforpolicedepartment,  

expandingpolicecommissionpowers-Approved
Prop. 9. Renamingwatercommissionandexpandingmembership

Approved
Prop. 10. Expandingauthorityofsalarycommission -Approved
Prop. 11. Establishingcostofgovernmentcommission -Approved
Prop. 12. EliminatingHawai‘iredevelopmentagency -Approved
Prop. 13. RequiringquarterlycouncilmeetingsinKona - 

Approved
Prop. 14. Expandingliquorcommissionmembership -Approved
Prop. 15. Addingstatementofpurposetocodeofethics - 

Approved
Prop. 16. Relatingtoresidencyofboardmembersafterredistricting

Approved

November7, 2006Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 06-60Changingthenameofthedepartmentofcivilservice - 

Approved
Ord. 06-95Changingthenameofthefiredepartment -Approved
Ord. 06-51Relatingtotermsofboardsorcommissionmembers - 

Approved
Ord. 06-84Relatingtoimpeachmentofelectedofficials -Approved
Ord. 06-96Amendingsectionsofthechartertoconformtothe

FederalPrivacyActof1974-Approved
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November4, 2008Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 08-01Creatingwindwardandleewardplanningcommissions - 

Approved
Ord. 08-80Relatingtoinitiativeandreferendum -Approved
Ord. 08-81Creatinganofficeofthelegislativeauditor -Approved
Ord. 08-82Relatingtocivilandcriminalpenalties -Approved

November2, 2010Chartercommissionproposednineteenchanges: 
Prop. 1. EstablishmentofanOpenSpaceFund-Approved
Prop. 2. Relatingtorecallprovisions-Approved
Prop. 3. RelatingtoCharteramendmentprovisions-Approved
Prop. 4. Relatingtocivilservicelaws -Rejected
Prop. 5. RelatingtotheReapportionmentCommission - 

Approved
Prop. 6. Preservationofnaturalandculturalresources-Approved
Prop. 7. Grammar, spelling, andformatting-Approved
Prop. 8. RelatingtotheDepartmentofWaterSupply-Approved
Prop. 9. RelatingtoDataSystems-Approved
Prop. 10. RelatingtotheFireDepartment-Approved
Prop. 11. DutiesoftheDirectoroftheDepartmentof

EnvironmentalManagement-Approved
Prop. 12. QualificationsoftheDirectoroftheDepartmentof

EnvironmentalManagement-Approved
Prop. 13. DutiesoftheProsecutingAttorney-Approved
Prop. 14. TermsofMeritAppealsBoardmembership-Approved
Prop. 15. Removalofdirectorsservingundercommissions- 

Approved
Prop. 16. AppointmentofCharterCommissionmembers- 

Approved
Prop. 17. Membershiponboardsandcommissions -Approved
Prop. 18. Electronicpostingofspecialmeetingnotices -Approved
Prop. 19. Publicationofnoticesviaanelectronicmedium - 

Approved

November6, 2012Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 11-85Recordsandmeetingsopentothepublic-Approved
Ord. 11-94PublicAccess, OpenSpace, andNaturalResources

PreservationFund -Approved
Ord. 12-16EstablishingaPublicAccess, OpenSpace, andNatural

ResourcesPreservationMaintenanceFund-Approved
Ord. 12-21Establishingandabolishingspecialfunds-Rejected
Ord. 12-70MembersofRedistrictingCommissionEligibilityfor

CountyCouncil -Approved
Ord. 12-110EstablishingaGameManagementAdvisoryCommission

Approved

November4, 2014Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 14-98TermofappointmentfortheCountyClerk -Approved

70



November8, 2016Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 16-62Relatingtothegeneralplan -Approved

November6,2018Countycouncilsubmissionstotheelectorate: 
Ord. 18-30Relatingtothesalarycommission -Approved
Ord. 18-76Relatingtofiscalimpactstatements-Approved

SourceNotes: 
Forthosesectionsofthecharterthathavebeenamended, anoteindicatingtheyear, the
propositionand/orordinance, andthesectionofthatpropositionorordinancethatamendedthat
sectionofthecharterisprovided. Forexample: 

2000, Prop. 12, sec. 2) meansthatthecorrespondingsectionofthecharterwasamendedatthe
2000generalelectionwiththeamendmentscontainedwithinsection2ofProposition12; or

1996, Ord. No. 06-60, sec. 3) meansthatthecorrespondingsectionofthecharterwasamended
atthe1996generalelectionwiththeamendmentscontainedwithinsection3ofOrdinance
Number06-60; or

1990, Prop. 7, sec. 1andProp. 14, sec. 1) meansthatthecorrespondingsectionofthecharter
wasamendedatthe1990generalelectionwiththeamendmentscontainedwithinsection1of
Proposition7andalsobytheamendmentscontainedwithinsection1ofProposition14. 

SourceNotesindicatingtheyear1979refertothespecialelectionheldthatyearonNovember3,  
1979. TheCharterCommissionelectedtoholdaspecialelectionfortheconsiderationofcharter
amendments, ratherthanproposingamendmentstotheelectorateduringthe1980general
election. 
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CharterCommissions

1963-19641965-1966
Dr. KaoruNoda, ChairmanDr. RalphH. Kiyosaki, Chairman
KengoNagasako, Vice-ChairmanMonaWagner, Vice-Chairman
HermanAmaralJacksonAhChin
YasukiArakakiTakashiDomingo
BryanW. BaldwinNobukoFukuda
RobertFujimotoWilliamHenry
PeterG. KawaharaArthurHerbst
FredJ. KoehnenRobertA. Kamakura
R. B. LegaspiErnestMartinson
MaryE. LowethAkiraOmonaka
SatoruSugawaraIchiroShikada
Staff: Staff: 

MasanoriKushi, AttorneyDonaldK. Martin, Attorney
ChiyonoKinoshita, SecretarySadakoOkimoto, Secretary

JuneLewis, Secretary

1967-19681979
FredJ. Koehnen, ChairmanKimiakiSakata, Chairman
ArthurHerbst, Vice-ChairmanSpencerK. Schutte, Vice-Chairman
HermanAmaralHarlanJ. Cadinha
YasukiArakakiRichardT. Ishida
BryanW. BaldwinAmyIwamoto
R. B. LegaspiGloriaKobayashi
JuneLewisAkiraOmonaka
KengoNagasakoHermanSensano
AkiraOmonakaJosephE. Trulson
IchiroShikadaMatsuoYanaga
SatoruSugawaraBasilioYagong
Staff: Staff: 

YoshitoTanaka, AttorneyStuartA. Oda, Attorney
BlossomS. Kahawai, SecretaryJoanCarnett, Secretary
LucyL. Enoka,  Secretary
GertrudeH. VerBunker, Secretary

1989-19902000
RobertE. Bethea, ChairmanJohnRay, Chairman
SherwoodGreenwell, Vice-ChairmanRolandHigashi, Vice-Chairman
PamelaCushnieEddieM. Alonzo
FrancineDuncanKevinM. Balog
DavidFuertesStephenG. Bess
Dr. JamesO. JuvikMarniHerkes
PeteL’OrangeSusanS. Irvine
AileenLumDarylH. Kurozawa
StevenNishikawaGeorgeA. Martin
AkiraOmonakaJohnL. Santangelo, Jr. 
PatriciaPoppeGaryN. Yoshiyama
Staff: Staff: 

ChristopherYuen, AttorneyChristopherYuen, Attorney
R. MarieJacobs, SecretarySharonHenry, Secretary
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2010
EdmundHaitsuka, Chairman
DavidFuertes, ViceChair
CaseyJarman, Parliamentarian
DaphneHonma
GuyKaulukukui
JamaeKawauchi
JosephKealoha
AlapakiNahale-a
SusieOsborne
ToddShumway
ScottUnger
Staff: 

LeviHookano, Attorney
KarenEoff, Secretary
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